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Before the official issuance of Kuwaiti citizenship
certificates in 1961, we used to differentiate
between Kuwaitis and others using measures

that are different from those used nowadays.
Someone who used to bring goods to sell in Safat
square and then leave was not considered a Kuwaiti. A
sailor who used to come over from neighboring coun-
tries to dive for pearls during the four-month summer
pearl diving season and then leave was not considered
a Kuwaiti. 

A Kuwaiti was usually someone who owned and
rented a property for long periods, someone from a
well-known family that had lived in Kuwait since
ancient days, someone who practiced a specific pro-
fession for some time and was known by people
accordingly or someone who had a continuous com-
mercial, literary or professional activity and became
famous amongst people. These used to be the ways to
know Kuwaitis. 

It is noteworthy to mention that the answer to the
question about who a Kuwaiti was then is very compli-
cated and can only be achieved by inquiring about
someone or using norms prevailing amongst people,
which were, unlike the modern Kuwaiti citizenship and
its limited conditions, foolproof. 

In recent decades, young people have confused
things by naming some singers as ‘Kuwaiti’, such as the
Jewish Dawood Ezra Al-Kuwaiti and Saleh Al-Kuwaiti,
whose grandchildren live in Israel and known as the
‘Kuwaiti’ family. They even have a street in Tel Aviv
named as the ‘Al-Kuwaiti Brothers’. The reason for call-
ing singers at that time ‘Kuwaiti’ was that they had no
opportunity to sing except in private parties and thus
they usually had to leave to neighboring countries like
Iraq, Bahrain and Pakistan to sing, and thus the people
there called them ‘Kuwaiti’! 

— Translated by Kuwait Times
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It is absolutely unacceptable to make fun of people,
their customs, traditions, beliefs or religions.
Following the recent historic visit of Saudi King

Salman bin Abdulaziz to Egypt, which was a very sig-
nificant one that resulted in agreeing on several coop-
eration projects and strategic agreements that will
benefit both countries, namely Egypt, and the rest of
the Arab world, we found that instead of looking at
the bright side and positive effects of that visit, many
people in Egypt got busy making fun of and mocking
a neighboring brotherly country with whom they
share many common things. 

Being funny and humorous is okay, but this is not
right in all circumstances, at all times or occasions.
Making fun of and degrading others is absolutely
rejected and is not the right thing to do. The Egyptian
people are far more dignified and know better than to
point venomous remarks against those who reached
out to it with peace, love and open hearts. 

However, it is the media machine of venomous
people who hate Egypt and antagonize it that is
behind this; those who are eager to see Egypt isolated
both internationally and in the Arab world in retalia-
tion for their so-called right in ruling Egypt - those
who had been routed out of office by waves of mil-
lions of roaring Egyptians who were watched and
heard worldwide and documented in history books.
Those millions were only denied by misled people
with venomous grudges eating their hearts out. 

The bridge both countries agreed to build will not
be the only gate for Saudis coming to Egypt, suppos-
edly on convoys of camels to occupy Egyptian beach-
es as some of those envious people claimed and post-
ed fake Photoshop images making fun of them. All
Egypt’s gates including airports, ports and land bor-
der exits have been receiving millions of Saudi and
others for ages. 

— Translated by Kuwait Times
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Crime
R e p o r t

School official questioned
over beating student

KUWAIT: The father of an elementary school student
accused an official of beating his seven-year-old son with a
metal object, causing severe bruises that prevented him
from sitting, apart from the extreme fear he suffered all
day. The father said the boy’s maternal aunt went to pick
him up at the end of the school day, and met one of the
school officials, who told her “forgive me, I beat your boy”.
The aunt thought it was a simple thing, but when the boy
got into the car, she noticed he was not able to sit, and
when she asked him what was wrong, he refused to say
anything and began shivering. When the aunt insisted to
know, he told her he was drinking water along with his
classmate when the official came and beat them. The
father took his son to hospital, received a medical report,
and filed a complaint at Sabah Al-Salem police station.

Investor swindled
An Egyptian woman was swindled by a compatriot who
convinced her to invest in a women’s beauty salon, taking
KD 3,000 before disappearing. The woman went to Salmiya
police station and filed a case. Police are investigating.

Search for harasser
An Iraqi woman pressed charges against a Palestinian man,
saying that he disturbed her with messages after she visit-
ed a bookstore he works in. A security source said the
woman told Salmiya police she went to a bookstore for
some work and left her phone number on the invoice to be
called when the job is complete. But at midnight, she was
surprised by the man sending her a message of admira-
tion. The source said that she told the man to stop bother-
ing her but he did not stop and kept sending messages.

Fight
Two men got into a fight over differing views at a
diwaniya. They started ridiculing each other, then got
into a fight, as one of them used an egal (headdress
gear), while the other used everything he could reach,
until the fight was broken up by those in the diwaniya.
Both went to hospital, got medical reports, and com-
plained at the police station.

Suicide attempt
A Sri Lankan woman tried to put an end to her life by
ingesting medical products at her employer’s Rabiya
house. A security source said the woman was rushed
to hospital unconscious by her sponsor, who told them
he found empty medicine bottles which she seems to
have taken. Doctors performed a gastric lavage and
admitted her to hospital. Police are investigating.

Family feud
Old differences between a Syrian man and his cousin
turned into a fight that resulted in one of them sus-
taining stab wounds. The victim lodged an attempted
murder complaint at Nugra police station. A security
source said the Syrian submitted a medical report stat-
ing that he received stab wounds in the right shoulder
and bruises to the face. Police are investigating.

Sexual assault
Hawally prosecutor sent a Tunisian woman to the med-
ical examiner to make sure about her claims that she was
raped violently for a whole day. She said that she met a
man who was very nice to her and told her he will marry
her. He asked her to come with him and visit his family in
Maidan Hawally. She said she went with full confidence
as the man was well-behaved. But when she entered the
apartment where his family was supposed to be, she was
surprised the apartment was empty. —Al-Rai

Deportation
Director of Jahra detectives Colonel Salem Mardhi recom-
mended the deportation of an Egyptian man in a report he
sent to the Director of the General Criminal Detectives
Department Major General Mahmoud Al-Tabbakh for pub-
lic interest. A security source said a Moroccan woman told
Jahra police that she noticed a man always on the roof a
building opposite to the one she stays in, adding he may
be taking pictures. Jahra detectives were informed and he
was arrested, and then when his phone was checked, a
huge amount of women’s pictures taken in various places
and from under the stairs were found.

KUWAIT: Al-Ahli Bank of Kuwait (ABK) announced its spon-
sorship of a bowling tournament event for students with
special needs. The event, organized by and hosted at the
Capital Boys Bowling Center in Daiya on 10 April, 2016, saw
the participation of over 30 students from various schools.
The event was attended by Sheikh Talal Al-Mohammed Al-
Sabah, President of the World Ten Pin Bowling Association,
the Kuwait Bowling Federation and the Asian Bowling
Federation, Faisal Al-Maqseed, Assistant Undersecretary of
the Ministry of Education for Educational Development &
Activities and Fawzy Al-Thunayan, General Manager of
Board Affairs at ABK. 

ABK actively supports the special needs segment in
Kuwait, in line with its Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR)
focus for 2016. It is committed to raising awareness of this
segment and promoting a sense of equality amongst the
general public. 

The Bank recently sponsored several other initiatives
that focus on engaging individuals with special needs,
through different activities that allow them to socialize and
interact in the midst of an uplifting and friendly environ-
ment. For more information on Al-Ahli Bank of Kuwait
please visit www.eahli.com or contact a customer service
agent via ‘Ahlan Ahli’ at 1899899. 

ABK sponsors bowling tournament

for students with special needs

KUWAIT: In a bid to increase government revenues, the
finance ministry is currently keen on accelerating the study of
a project on studying all public services provided by various
government bodies, said informed sources, noting that the
ministry addressed all concerned ministries and establish-
ments requesting suggestions about increasing the prices of
services they provide. 

The sources said that the ministry has finished reviewing
lists of all services, goods and suggested prices, and urged

various bodies to provide similar lists since 1995. The sources
added that the ministry explained the measure by its wish to
improve public services and the performance of governmen-
tal apparatuses. The sources gave an example of the Ministry
of Commerce and Industry, noting that it provided a list of 362
services it provides, including 73 free ones. “The ministry
asked for list of new services, beneficiaries, how many times a
year the service would be provided and any extra costs,”
explained the sources. — Al-Qabas

Ministry mulls increasing 

public services prices 

Pardoned inmates

released today

KUWAIT: Lists of the beneficiaries of the Amiri pardon on
the occasion of the national days are ready and prisoners
are supposed to be released today during a ceremony
organized by reform institutions. Security sources said the
lists include nearly 1,100 individuals, 37 of whom are to be
released immediately, while some will have jail sentences
reduced and canceling of deportation orders for Kuwaitis’
relatives.

The sources said the Amiri pardon committee at the
prisons sector reviewed 2,500 files of prisoners to make
sure they meet the pardon conditions, and found 1,100
who do meet them. Some of those conditions include that
the prisoners should not have benefited from previous
Amiri pardons, show good conduct during the serving of
the sentence, must not be jailed on murder cases unless
pardoned by the family, and should not be jailed over
debts unless by obtaining approval to pay back. They also
should not be sentenced on state security or drugs cases.
Sources said cases related to social media including insults,
threats to kill or encroachment on the Amiri entity are not
included.— Al-Rai

KUWAIT: The Commercial Bank of Kuwait (CBK) present-
ed a brand new BMW X5 to Kowthar Abdullah Essa
Fayrouz, winner of the second draw of a campaign dedi-
cated to Kuwaiti employees in the public, private and oil
sectors who transfer their salaries to their CBK account.

KUWAIT: A team from the prevention sector inspected safety and fire prevention equipment in the education min-
istry diwan building project in South Surra. — By Hanan Al-Saadoun

No request to move

transformers: Ministry

KUWAIT: The Ministry of Electricity and Water (MEW) said it
has not received any request to move transformers in resi-
dential Shuwaikh, and that what was published about the
MEW’s intention to move one of the transformers from one
place to another is totally untrue.

Director of the distribution network Dhuhuwi Al-Hamly
said the ministry did not receive any request to move any
secondary transformer in residential Shuwaikh, although
this area has transformers that suffer from high loads to a
point that they cannot take any additional load, so the
ministry conducted a study to reduce loads on the network
to ensure its stability and boost power for consumers and
deal with repeated power outages. Hamly said MEW asked
the municipality to designate locations for secondary
transformers, as it is the authority concerned with the
organizational aspect. — Al-Anbaa

Freeze on prices

collapses before

construction steel 

KUWAIT: In the first challenge of the recent decision by
the ministry of commerce and industry to freeze all prices,
the ministry is currently facing severe criticism because of
up to over 35 percent increases in construction steel
prices, said informed sources, questioning whether the
ministry would be able to put its decision into practice. 

The sources said consumers were recently shocked
by repeated steel price increases despite the ministry’s
decision that was published in the official gazette. “The
factory price of a ton of steel used be KD 135 before
the new decision and has now jumped to KD 185 per
ton,” said the sources, noting that the ‘freeze’ decision
failed to prevent these price increases. — Al-Qabas


