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LANSING: Two state regulators and a Flint
employee were charged yesterday with evi-
dence tampering and several other felony and
misdemeanor counts related to the Michigan
city’s lead-tainted water crisis.

The charges — the first levied in a probe that
is expected to broaden — were filed against a
pair of state Department of Environmental
Quality officials and a local water treatment
plant supervisor and stem from an investigation
by the Michigan attorney general’s office.

Michael Prysby, a DEQ district engineer, and
Stephen Busch, who is a supervisor with the
DEQ’s Office of Drinking Water, were both
charged with misconduct in office, conspiracy
to tamper with evidence, tampering with evi-
dence and violations of water treatment and
monitoring laws.

Flint utilities administrator Michael Glasgow
was charged with tampering with evidence for
changing lead water-testing results and willful
neglect of duty as a public servant. Busch is on
paid leave after being suspended earlier. Prysby
recently took another job in the agency.
Glasgow testified at a legislative hearing that
Prysby told him phosphate was not needed to
prevent lead corrosion from pipes until after a
year of testing.

For nearly 18 months after Flint’s water
source was switched while the city was under
state financial management, residents drank
and bathed with improperly treated water that
coursed through aging pipes and fixtures,
releasing toxic lead. Republican Gov. Rick
Snyder announced in October that the city
would return from the Flint River to its earlier
source of treated water, the Detroit municipal
system. But by that time, dangerously high lev-
els of the toxic metal had been detected in the
blood of some residents, including children, for
whom it can cause lower IQs and behavioral
problems.

State of emergency
The city has been under a state of emer-

gency for more than four months, and people
there are using filters and bottled water. In
January, Republican Attorney General Bill
Schuette opened an investigation and appoint-
ed a special counsel to lead the probe because
his office also is defending Snyder and others in
lawsuits filed over the water crisis. The state
investigation team has more than 20 outside
attorneys and investigators and a budget of
$1.5 million.

Schuette, Genesee County Prosecutor
David Leyton, special counsel Todd Flood and
other investigators scheduled a news confer-

ence yesterday afternoon in Flint to make a
“significant” announcement, according to an
advisory distributed to the media. A
spokesman for Schuette’s office declined com-
ment Tuesday night.

In addition to the lead contamination, out-
side experts also have suggested a link
between the Flint River and a deadly
Legionnaires’ disease outbreak. There were at
least 91 cases, including 12 deaths, across
Genesee County, which contains Flint, during a
17-month period. That represents a five-fold
increase over what the county averaged before.

The failure to deploy lead corrosion controls
after the city’s switch to the Flint River is consid-

ered a catastrophic mistake. The DEQ has
acknowledged misreading federal regulations
and wrongly telling the city that the chemicals
were not needed.

State officials were slow to respond to
experts’ and residents’ concerns. After the cri-
sis broke open, DEQ Director Dan Wyant and
the department’s communications director
Brad Wurfel resigned. Snyder announced the
firing of Liane Shekter Smith, the former chief
of the DEQ’s Office of Drinking Water and
Municipal Assistance. Susan Hedman, the
director of the US Environmental Protection
Agency’s Chicago-based Midwest office, also
resigned. — AP
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DETROIT: Attorney General Bill Schuette speaks at the Detroit Police Officers
Association. — AP

BRUSSELS: The United States does
not want to change the substance of a
data transfer pact agreed in February
with the European Commission, a sen-
ior official said, after EU privacy watch-
dogs voiced concerns over elements
of the deal.

Stefan Selig, US Undersecretary of
Commerce for International Trade,
said the United States would evaluate
the EU regulators’ opinion - published
last week - very carefully, but would
be wary of reopening the agreement.

The EU-US Privac y Shield was
agreed in February after two years
of talks and will  help companies
move Europeans’ data to the United
States without setting up complex
legal contracts to comply with strict
EU data transfer rules. Transatlantic
trade in digital services is estimated
to be worth over $250 billion a year
and cross-border data transfers are
used for everything from complet-
ing credit card transactions to tar-
geting advertising based on con-
sumer preferences.

Calling the EU data protection
authorities’ opinion on the Privacy
Shield an “important milestone”, Selig
said the United States would take it
into consideration. But “we are also
very cautious about not upsetting
what was a delicate balance that was
achieved when we negotiated the
original  text,  so would be char y
about doing anything that would do
just that.”

Last week, the EU’s 28 data protec-
tion authorities - known as the Article
29 Working Party - published a non-
binding opinion on the framework
which called for more reassurances
over US surveillance practices and the
independence of a new US privacy
ombudsman.

Leaving some of the regulators’
concerns unaddressed could increase
the chances of the Privacy Shield
being challenged in court by privacy
advocates, much as its predecessor
was. “By doing so, it (the Privacy
Shield) will be open to significant
attacks by the public, and a court
challenge is all but guaranteed,” said
Aaron Tantleff, partner at law firm
Foley & Lardner LLP.

The previous data transfer frame-
work, Safe Harbor, was struck down in
October by a top EU court on con-
cerns about US  mass surveillance
practices. These rose to the fore after
former US intelligence contractor
Edward Snowden leaked details
about the US  government’s Internet
spying programs. While the regula-
tors’ opinion is non-binding it is
important because they can suspend
specific data transfers and enforce
data protection law across the EU.

The Privacy Shield needs to be
approved by EU member state repre-
sentatives before it can enter into
force, something the European
Commission and Washington hope
can be done by June. — Reuters
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WASHINGTON: Celebrated former US slave
Harriet Tubman will replace President Andrew
Jackson on the $20 banknote, the first time an
African-American has been featured on US
money, a Treasury official said yesterday.

The decision came after the Treasury came
under pressure to put a woman on a different
banknote soon to be revised, the $10 bill that
features the first Treasury secretary Alexander
Hamilton. — AFP
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SALT LAKE CITY: Madeline MacDonald says she
was an 18-year-old freshman at Brigham Young
University when she was sexually assaulted by a
man she met on an online dating site.

She reported the crime to the school’s Title IX
office. That same day, she says, BYU’s honor code
office received a copy of the report, triggering an
investigation into whether MacDonald had vio-
lated the Mormon school’s strict code of behav-
ior, which bans premarital sex and drinking,
among other things.

Now MacDonald is among many students and
others, including a Utah prosecutor, who are
questioning BYU’s practice of investigating accus-
ers, saying it could discourage women from
reporting sexual violence and hinder criminal
cases.  Tens of thousands have signed an online
petition calling on the university to give victims

immunity from honor code violations committed
in the lead-up to a sexual assault.

What BYU will do
This week, BYU announced that in light of

such concerns, the school will re-evaluate the
practice and consider changes. “I hope we have a
system that people feel they can trust, particular-
ly again the victims of sexual assault,” BYU
President Kevin Worthen said in a video released
yesterday. “And that we have one that creates an
environment in which we minimize the number
of sexual assaults on campus.”

BYU would not say how many students who
complained of sexual violence have been investi-
gated by the honor code office or whether any of
them have been punished. In MacDonald’s case,
she said BYU eventually called to tell her she had-
n’t violated the code. But she said she was made
to feel guilty by the university.

“For those two weeks, I wasn’t sure if they
were going to decide to kick me out or what they

were going to do,” she said. Two years later, no
arrest has have been made in the assault case. All
BYU students must agree to abide by the honor
code. Created by students in 1949, it prohibits
such things as “sexual misconduct,” “obscene or
indecent conduct or expressions” and “involve-
ment with pornographic, erotic, indecent or
offensive material.” Violators can be expelled or
otherwise punished.

Mary Koss, a public health professor at the
University of Arizona who is an expert on sexual
assault, questioned whether BYU is fulfilling its
legal duty under federal Title IX to support vic-
tims of sexual violence.

“The students agreed to be governed by that
honor code when they came there,” she said. “But
they cannot put things in their contract to stu-
dents that are in violation of federal guidelines on
civil rights.” Alana Kindness, executive director of
the Utah Coalition Against Sexual Assault,
warned: “The impact of that practice is that stu-
dents at BYU who are sexually assaulted will not
report that assault.”

US Education Department spokeswoman
Dorie Nolt would not comment directly on BYU.
But she said in an email that “schools should con-
sider whether their disciplinary policies have a
chilling effect on victims’ or other students’
reporting of sexual violence offenses.”

Some US colleges with codes of conduct have
an immunity clause under which they investigate
and punish only the perpetrator of the more
severe offense. Madi Barney, a 20-year-old BYU
student who says that she, too, was sexually
assaulted and now faces an honor code investi-
gation, started a petition last week calling for an
immunity clause. More than 89,000 people have
signed, some of whom said they had similar
experiences at BYU, according to the petition
website Care2.

Barney said that she was raped in her apart-
ment last September by a man she met at a gym.
A suspect was arrested and is awaiting trial.
Barney said she has been informed by the univer-
sity that until the honor code investigation has
been completed, she cannot sign up for any more
classes after this semester. She has filed a Title IX
sex-discrimination complaint against BYU with
the Education Department’s Office of Civil Rights.

The university would not comment on the
case, citing federal privacy law. The Associated
Press doesn’t normally identify possible victims of
sex crimes, but Barney said she wants her name
to be used so she can help change the policy.

Craig Johnson, the Utah County prosecutor
assigned to the case, said the criminal investiga-
tion is being hindered by BYU’s insistence on
determining if Barney broke school rules. He said
his focus has been pulled away from the case
because of worries Barney will move home to
California and refuse to take part in hearings and
interviews.

“How excited is she really going to be to come
back to Utah where she was raped and her school
kicked her out?” Johnson said. However,
Johnson’s bosses in the Utah County Attorney’s
Office said in a statement that BYU has not
harmed the case. — AP
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PROVO, UTAH: Madeline MacDonald poses for
a photograph. — AP

PARIS: President Barack Obama will
meet with French, British, Italian and
German leaders in Hannover next week
for discussions expected to touch on
Syria, Libya, the Islamic State group
and migration, European officials said
yesterday.

Obama, French leader Francois
Hollande, German Chancellor Angela
Merkel, Britain’s David Cameron and
Italy’s Matteo Renzi will attend the infor-
mal session on Monday and will deal
with “pressing international topics,” the
French presidency said in a statement.
British and French officials said the lead-
ers would tackle issues including insta-
bility in North Africa, the situation in

Syria and the European migration crisis.
The f ive -way meeting follows an

already-planned visit by Obama and
Merkel to an industrial technology fair in
Hannover, in central Germany. Christiane
Wirtz, a spokeswoman for Merkel, said
the chancellor invited the other leaders
to Germany but gave few details of their
agenda. “The American president isn’t in
Europe every month, and it is certainly a
good opportunity for the four European
heads of state and government to
exchange views with the American presi-
dent,” she said in Berl in.  “ There are
enough issues, if you look for example at
the situation in Syria, Libya, refugees ...
(and) Ukraine.” —AP
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