
IDOMENI, GREECE : Children play with an umbrella amid strong winds at a makeshift camp for migrants and refugees at the Greek-Macedonian
border yesterday. — AFP
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BEIJING: Taiwanese officials are seeking to ensure fair
treatment for their nationals who were deported from
Kenya to face wire fraud charges in China, a case that
has prompted concerns that Beijing is bringing addi-
tional diplomatic pressure on the island it considers its
own territory.

A 10-member delegation of judicial and police offi-
cials arrived in Beijing yesterday for talks that will also
try to set up a mechanism for cooperation on such cas-
es, team leader Chen Wen-chi said before departing
Taiwan.”We hope both sides can work together on
crime investigation and share out the work and help
each other for dealing with this case,” said Chen, who
heads the Justice Ministry’s department of internation-
al and cross-strait legal affairs.

Chen and her delegation made no further com-
ments after arriving in Beijing just before noon. Along
with holding discussions with their Chinese counter-
parts, they were expected to visit the Beijing detention
center where the 45 suspects deported from Kenya are
being held before returning to Taiwan on Friday.

In Taiwan, Premier Simon Chang said that the dele-
gation would discuss having the suspects transferred
to Taiwanese custody during the investigation, but that
it would be a lengthy process. Another possibility
would be to have them serve their sentences in Taiwan
if convicted in China, Chang said, adding, “We cannot
be optimistic” about their coming home any time soon.

China claims jurisdiction in the Kenya case because
it says the alleged victims of the fraud artists were resi-
dents of mainland China. Officials and state media have
also complained that Taiwan doesn’t punish such

crimes harshly enough, encouraging others to try their
luck at such relatively low-risk, low-overhead scams
that can potentially lead to massive payouts.

Taiwan says Beijing violated a tacit understanding
under which both sides agreed not to interfere in the
legal affairs of their citizens abroad. China’s moves on
the deportations are widely seen an attempt to assert
its claims to sovereignty over Taiwan and legal authori-
ty over its residents, particularly in the run-up to the
inauguration of Taiwan’s independence-leaning
President-elect Tsai Ing-wen next month.

The sides split amid civil war in 1949 and China has
long sought to isolate Taiwan diplomatically by pre-
venting it from maintaining formal ties with most
countries and international organizations such as the
United Nations.

While Beijing has observed an undeclared diplo-
matic truce under the administration of outgoing
China-friendly President Ma Ying-jeou, observers say
Beijing could take a much harder line if Tsai refuses to
meet basic conditions, including recognizing the
claim that Taiwan is part of China.

Taiwanese criminals have been blamed for a prolif-
eration of telephone and computer scams in which
fraudsters posing as police, insurance agents or gov-
ernment officials attempt to trick their victims into
providing personal financial information or transfer-
ring money.

Chinese broadcaster CCTV has aired footage of
some of the Taiwanese suspects deported from Kenya
handcuffed and wearing prison garb. Some have
admitted to taking part in scams and expressed

remorse, part of China’s controversial practice of broad-
casting confessions from suspects prior to their trials.

Facing intense public pressure, Taiwanese offi-
cials managed last week to convince Malaysia to
deport a separate group of Taiwanese criminal sus-

pects to Taiwan despite Beijing’s request that they
be sent to China. However, with little evidence of
their alleged crimes and no arrest warrants, police
released them upon arrival in Taiwan, prompting
outrage in China. — AP

MOSCOW: Russia yesterday accused the
Saudi-backed Syrian opposition of
employing blackmail by suspending its
participation in peace talks in Geneva.

The Russian Foreign Ministry said the
tactics deployed by the High
Negotiations Committee showed it was
not capable of reaching a deal and could
not be the sole representative for the
opposition at the talks. “The Geneva
forum should be a ‘workshop’ for agree-
ing on the outlines of Syria’s future secu-
lar statehood and for determining the
ways of reaching that, but not an ‘eastern
bazaar’ with elements of crude blackmail
in respect of the international communi-
ty,” the ministry said in a statement.

“By issuing ultimatums, the Riyadh
group, it seems, is trying to mask the
fact it has no concrete and realistic pro-
posals.” Russia  spoke out  af ter  a
Western diplomat warned the fragile
peace talks might not resume for at
least a year if they were abandoned
now and as the opposition urged more

military support for rebels after declar-
ing a truce was over.

The Russian statement described as
groundless opposition allegations that
forces loyal to Syrian President Bashar al-
Assad were violating an agreement on a
cessation of hostilities and on granting
access for humanitarian supplies. “It
turns out that certain opposition forces
and those external forces which are their
patrons are continuing to rely exclusively
on achieving their own plans and clearly
inflated ambitions, acting on the princi-
ple ‘all or nothing’,” the Russian Foreign
Ministry said.

The actions of the Saudi-backed
opposition underlined the importance of
having other moderate opposition
groups participate in the talks, it said.
The ministry said it supported the deci-
sion of Staffan de Mistura, the United
Nations envoy to the talks, to carry on
with the negotiations despite the deci-
sion of the High Negotiations Committee
to suspend its participation. — Reuters
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MADRID: Four lawmakers from Spain’s far-left
party Podemos and its allies said yesterday they
are on a week-long hunger strike to try to rally
public support of refugees. The lawmakers
began their hunger strike on Saturday and are
calling on people to occupy public squares for
24 hours on Friday, the day they plan to end
their action, in a gesture of support for those
people at the centre of Europe’s biggest
migrant crisis since World War II.

The idea stems “from the shame we felt over
the agreement between the European Union
and Turkey, seeing how Europe violates interna-
tional law,” Podemos lawmaker Pedro Arrojo
told AFP. Under a controversial deal reached in
March Turkey agreed to take back all migrants
arriving at the Greek islands, in an effort to
relieve the pressure on the European Union
which has seen over a million migrant arrivals
since early 2015.

In return the EU promised to resettle one
Syrian refugee for every Syrian taken back by

Turkey, capped at 72,000. Visa-free travel will
also be granted to Turks within the border-free
Schengen Zone under the deal and Turkey’s
stalled EU membership bid will be reassessed.

But the EU-sanctioned deportations have
drawn sharp criticism, with Human Rights Watch
describing them as “abusive” and expressing
concern about the fate of the deportees. 

‘Simply atrocious’ 
Arrojo, who has consumed only water with

salt and sugar since Saturday, said he hoped to
transform public indignation over the plight of
migrants “into action”. “We have seen that initia-
tives are starting to bloom. There is a parish
that is collecting shoes for refugees,” said Arrojo
who represents to nor theastern city of
Zaragoza for Podemos.

Twenty-four hour assemblies are planned for
a dozen cities on Friday, including Madrid, he
added. Podemos was born out of the
“Indignado” protest moment against corruption

and economic inequality that filled Spanish
squares in 2011. Miguel Anxo Fernan Vello, a
lawmaker with regional Galician party En Marea
which is allied to Podemos, said he was taking
part in the hunger strike because he was
angered that Spain has welcomed only a hand-
ful of refugees since the migrant crisis started.

Spain’s conservative government agreed
last year to accept around 16,000 refugees
from Greece and Italy but so far only 18 have
arrived. “This is not a failure, this is simply atro-
cious,” he told AFP.

Over 178,000 people have risked their lives
crossing the Mediterranean so  far this year, and
737 have died or gone missing while making
the perilous journey to Europe, according to the
International Organization for Migration.

The UN refugee agency said on yesterday it
feared around 500 migrants from Africa had
drowned in the Mediterranean, in what could
be one of the worst tragedies since the start of
the migrant crisis. — AFP
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MUMBAI: Indian cricket legend Sachin
Tendulkar, chess champion Viswanathan
Anand and Bollywood stars took to Twitter
this week to support a campaign against
child labor, using their fame to  draw
greater attention to the issue.

The campaign, launched by Indian
insurer Reliance General Insurance and
children’s rights NGO Child Rights and You
(CRY ), used the hashtag
#DONT_EMPLOY_LITTLE_ONES to urge
people to promise not to use child labor.
Bollywood stars Soha Ali Khan and Mandira
Bedi also tweeted their support.

“Every child deserves to chase dreams.
Let dreams be chased,” Tendulkar tweeted.
The former India captain’s tweet was
retweeted almost 2,000 times and liked
nearly 5,000 times. There are 5.7 million
Indian child workers aged between five and
17, out of 168 million globally, according to
the International Labor Organization.

More than half the Indian children work
in agriculture, toiling in cotton, sugarcane
and rice paddy fields, and over a quarter in
manufacturing, embroidering clothes,
weaving carpets or making matchsticks.

Children also work in restaurants and
hotels, and in middle-class homes.

“Millions of children in India, engaged in
labor, are battling minimum wages, long
working hours, suffering abuse and
exploitation and being brutally deprived of
their basic rights,” CRY director Anita Bala
Sharad said in a statement.

The campaign also asks people to stop
using restaurants and other businesses that
employ child labor, and to ensure out-of-
school children and their parents are made
aware of the law that guarantees free edu-
cation up to the age of 14.

“We firmly believe that every single cit-
izen has a moral obligation to ensure that
child safety - a child’s right to safety and a
safe environment - is not taken away from
children,” Reliance General CEO Rakesh
Jain said in the statement. Non-profits in
India are increasingly taking to social
media to raise awareness of causes includ-
ing domestic violence and child labor.
There are estimated to be more than 350
million internet users and more than 134
million active social media users in the
country. — Reuters
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BEIJING: Officials from Taiwan arrive at the VIP exit of the airport yesterday. — AP

Taiwan officials in Beijing to negotiate over deportations

HONG KONG: The sacking of a respected
Hong Kong newspaper editor triggered a
furious backlash from journalists and pro-
democracy campaigners yesterday, in what
was seen as the latest blow to press free-
doms in the city.

Keung Kwok-yuen was fired overnight
Tuesday from investigative newspaper
Ming Pao, whose former chief editor was
stabbed by masked attackers in the street
two years ago. 

Fears are growing in the semi-autonomous
city that China is tightening its political grip in
a number of areas, including pressurising and
influencing local media. Keung’s sacking coin-
cided with Ming Pao publishing a front-page
story Wednesday linking top Hong Kong busi-
nessmen and politicians to new revelations
from the Panama Papers leak.

The trove of Panama Papers documents,
released by the International Consortium of
Investigative Journalists this month, has
exposed how Panama law firm Mossack
Fonesca helped China’s rich and powerful
funnel their wealth into tax havens.

Ming Pao’s front page yesterday reported
that pro-Beijing actor Jackie Chan and high-
profile Hong Kong politicians including
Henry Tang, a former leadership candidate,
have offshore accounts. According to a
statement by the Ming Pao Staff
Association, Keung was fired in the early
hours of Wednesday in what was billed as a
streamlining exercise. 

“The association is dubious over the inci-

dent, and questions the company’s surface
reason of saving resources,” it said. “It is
penalising editorial personnel with different
opinions,” it said, adding that members were
“extremely angry and dissatisfied”.

Reporters said the decision to sack Keung
was taken by Malaysian chief editor Chong
Tien Siong, who is seen as pro-Beijing.
Chong was brought in two years ago to
replace veteran investigative journalist Kevin
Lau, triggering protests by newspaper staff.
Soon after, Lau was stabbed in the street
leaving him severely wounded, sparking
major concerns over reporting freedoms.

“The decision (to sack Keung) has set all
the alarm bells ringing,” said Emily Lau,
chairwoman of Hong Kong’s Democratic
Party. “The whole profession is trembling
like a leaf because of political and economic
pressures.”  The Hong Kong Journalists
Association said reporters were in shock
over Keung’s sacking and described the rea-
sons as “far-fetched”.

“We are deeply worried and unsettled
about the space and degree of freedom for
local news,” it said in a statement. In a new
report yesterday, campaigning NGO
Reporters Without Borders said Hong Kong’s
press freedoms had dipped slightly in 2015
— it is now ranked 69th in the world. 

Its report said Hong Kong media could
still cover sensitive stories but “the need to
fight to protect their editorial positions
from Beijing’s influence is increasingly
noticeable”. — AFP
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BRUSSELS: The European Union’s executive said
yesterday it will propose on May 4 granting Turks
visa-free travel to the bloc from late June in a deal
under which it is to stop uncontrolled migration
into Europe - provided Ankara meets the remaining
conditions.

A first European Commission report on imple-
mentation of last month’s EU-Turkey agreement
said good progress had been made but more
resources and commitments were needed to carry
out sustained returns of migrants from Greece to
Turkey and to resettle Syrian refugees from Turkey
directly to Europe.

The Commission did not say how many of the 72
benchmarks for visa liberalization Turkey has yet to
complete but it pointed to several areas where work
remains to be done. They include reducing a backlog
of asylum applications, granting all refugees legal
access to the labor market, strengthening visa
requirements for countries that pose a high migra-
tion risk, taking necessary steps to protect funda-
mental rights and ending discrimination against citi-
zens of EU member state Cyprus, which Turkey does
not recognize.

Migration Commission Dimitris Avramopoulos,
speaking to reporters, declined to say how many
benchmarks Turkey now met but stressed that
Ankara’s compliance was improving by the day. “It’s
not a question of number, it’s how quickly the
process is going on,” he said, while repeating the
Commission’s position that there could be no liberal-
ization until all conditions were fulfilled. “I believe
that at the end, if we continue working like this, most
of the benchmarks will be met.”

The EU executive also urged Ankara to improve
readmission of Turkish nationals who overstay in
Europe and are expelled, and of third country nation-
als from all EU member states, so that an EU-Turkey
Readmission Agreement is fully effective from June 1.

Turkish Prime Minister Ahmet Davutoglu said on
Tuesday that Ankara was fulfilling all the terms of the
EU deal and if the Europeans did not meet their part,
Turkey would stop applying its side of the
bargain.”The Commission will present its third visa
liberalization progress report for Turkey on May 4
and if Turkey takes the necessary measures to fulfill
the remaining benchmarks, the report will be accom-
panied by a legislative proposal for transferring

Turkey to the visa-free list,” the report said.
Separately, the Commission proposed easing visa

requirements for Ukrainians, something it had prom-
ised for months as part of efforts to help Kiev in its
confrontation with Russia.  Avramopoulos said he
hoped member states and lawmakers would
endorse the proposals “very, very soon”. Addressing
concerns about immigration similar to those raised
by the offer to Turkey, the Commission statement
stressed that Ukrainians would not have a right to
work in the EU.

“NO POLITICAL DISCOUNT”
The proposal must be approved by a weighted

majority of EU governments representing at least 16
of the 28 member states and 65 percent of the EU
population, and a majority in the European Parliament
to take effect. It is disputed in Germany and France,
where many fear a flood of Turkish migrants, although
the change would not allow Turks to work or stay
longer than three months. German EU lawmaker
Markus Ferber, from Chancellor Angela Merkel’s con-
servative Bavarian sister party, said Turkey should not
be given any “political discount”. — Reuters
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