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TOKYO: The Roman Catholic Church’s sex abuse
scandal has stretched into one of the least Catholic
countries: Japan, where former students at a presti-
gious all-boys parochial school allege they were
molested or raped by religious brothers who taught
there decades ago.

Three former students at St. Mary’s International
School in Tokyo told The Associated Press they were
sexually abused by brothers there. One described
“health checkups” in which a brother touched boys’
testicles. Another says he was raped in the chapel by
two brothers at age 11. That former student received
an in-person apology from one of the men, Brother
Lawrence Lambert, in 2014. The former student’s
account of the meeting suggests Lambert might
have initially confused him with yet another victim
whose assault went unreported.

The former student said the school sent Lambert
away after the 1965 attack, only to have him return to
serve as elementary-school principal for nearly two
decades. Allegations from former students have been
published in an English-language Tokyo newspaper
but otherwise have received little attention in Japan.
There are only about 500,000 Catholics in the country
of 127 million, and the school is aimed at foreigners
like the three former students rather than Japanese.

The investigation
Many sex-abuse victims choose not to come for-

ward in conservative Japan. Unlike in the US, in Japan
victims must press charges for cases to proceed.
Japan’s statute of limitations is 10 years for rape and
seven years for sexual assault.

School officials say they reported the chapel rape
allegations to Tokyo police when the victim
approached them in 2013. Yet Tokyo police
spokesman Satoru Matsunaga said there were no
records of the case in their files and no investigation

is ongoing. Though the victim said his family made St.
Mary’s aware of the attack in 1965, Saburo Kagei, who
has headed the school since 2013, said he had been
unaware of them.

In October 2014, St. Mary’s set up an investigative
panel to look into sex abuse at the school. Their find-
ings are not ready, and the head of the panel
declined to comment. Kagei acknowledged
Lambert’s apology without confirming the attack or
any other sexual abuse. “The last thing we would
want any child to go through is any kind of harm,” he
said. “We want to uphold and take care of the chil-
dren who are placed in our care.”

Founded by the Brothers of Christian Instruction
in 1954, St. Mary’s runs from first to 12th grade. Its
900 students hail from 60 countries, and it boasts
having 13,500 alumni. It bills itself as the “most presti-
gious international school for boys.”

The Archdiocese of Tokyo declined to comment,
saying St. Mary’s is handling the matter. Conrad
Lord, a lawyer for The Brothers of Christian
Instruction, which runs St. Mary’s, said Lambert’s
apology had been obtained by “coercion,” and that
both brothers were wrongfully accused, but
declined to comment further.

The Vatican does not get involved in specific
cases. Brother Albert Heinrich, who heads the
brotherhood in the US and taught at St. Mary’s in
the 1980s, said he learned of the abuse only in
recent years. “I had no knowledge at that time of
any alleged problems at the school,” he said in an
email from Alfred, Maine.

Religious brothers are not ordained as priests,
but take vows of poverty, chastity and obedience
and work in a variety of ministries, including educa-
tion. Teja Arboleda, 53, a former St. Mary’s student
who says he was sexually abused by a brother in
the mid-1970s, said students at the time “were told

not to say anything. Otherwise, they would do
something bad to us.”

Arboleda, a movie producer, is working on a docu-
mentary about sex-abuse survivors at Catholic
schools around the world, including St. Mary’s, titled
“Ring Around the Collar.”

“Most of them will not talk about it for the rest of
their lives. Many of them are in denial,” he said in a
telephone interview from Dedham, Massachusetts.
“People, I think, often believe this only takes place in
the United States because Americans are much more
vocal.” Arboleda says he was sexually abused by a
brother who died in 1980. Ferdinand Stoer, another
former St. Mary’s student, said he was abused by the
same teacher. Stoer, 56, said his class of about 30 stu-
dents underwent a health checkup in which they
were told to take off all their clothes; then the brother
touched their testicles while they coughed. He was
not a medical doctor.

“It was weird,” said Stoer, who lives in Sacramento,
California, and like Arboleda agreed to have his name
published. Some of the boys talked about it among
themselves, but he did not tell his parents, and the
checkup was not taken up as a problem at the school
at that time. In fall 2014, Stoer and some other alumni
received an email in which Kagei acknowledged sex
abuse allegations had been made against former
teachers. Stoer assumed it was about the checkups.

In fact, the email was sent after the former student
who said he was raped began reaching out to school
and church officials and authorities in Japan and
Canada. Police in Quebec, where the Brothers of
Christian Instruction are based, said they have no
jurisdiction over crimes in Japan.

No lawsuits have been filed over any of the allega-
tions. Now 61, the former student believes he
deserves compensation but has little hope that will
happen. “Nothing can be done,” he told the AP. “They
decided to do nothing.”

The gruesome details
The AP generally does not identify victims of sexu-

al abuse who do not wish to be named. The former
student remembers many details of the rape, down
to what his mother had made him for lunch that day:
rollmops, or pickled herring held with wooden skew-
ers. He is Jewish, and the school lunches served at St.
Mary’s weren’t kosher.

He decided to eat alone, in the chapel. The two
brothers walked in, making signs of the cross, and
announced he had to be punished for eating there.

He was forced to face a table. His pants were
pulled down. He was quiet. He thought maybe he
was going to be spanked. He didn’t know what was
happening. All he remembers is the pain. One broth-
er raped him, and then the other man pulled his T-
shirt over his head and raped him again. When he
was finally alone, he looked down and saw he had
been clenching his fist so hard a rollmops skewer had
stabbed through the skin of his palm.

He did not tell anyone, but his family’s maid found
his bloodied underwear in the laundry. He initially
refused to tell his parents who attacked him, but
finally said he could not tell because “Brother
Lawrence” might do the same thing to his 4-year-old
brother. The former student said his family did not
pursue charges but demanded that Lambert be kept
away from children. They were told he was reas-
signed to Canada after the rape. Decades later, he
learned that Lambert returned to St. Mary’s, serving
as principal of its elementary school from 1982 until
retiring in 2011. After that, he lived at a brothers’ resi-
dence in Japan. — AP

TOKYO: A woman walks dogs past St. Mary’s International School. — AP

MINNEAPOLIS: A Catholic priest who was
deported to his native India after completing
his jail sentence in Minnesota for sexually abus-
ing a child is the subject of a new lawsuit
against a diocese in India that allegedly
returned him to ministry with Vatican approval.

Attorney Jeff Anderson filed the lawsuit in
federal court in Minnesota on Monday on
behalf of Megan Peterson, who says the Rev.
Joseph Palanivel Jeyapaul abused her starting
in 2004 when she was 14 or 15 and he was a
priest at her church in the northern
Minnesota town of Greenbush. Her lawsuit
seeks unspecified damages in excess of
$75,000 from the Ootacamund Diocese in
India’s Tamil Nadu state.

“This is not only shocking, it’s a total break
of the pledge Pope Francis has made that he
will not return to the practices of the past,”
Anderson said.

Peterson said at a news conference
Tuesday that she felt “abused, degraded and
re-victimized all over again” when she learned
that Bishop Arulappan Amalraj l if ted
Jeyapaul’s suspension in February after con-
sulting with the Vatican.

“Children deserve to be protected in India
and nobody is doing this at this point,”

Peterson said. Anderson said the Ootacamund
Diocese was responsible for the anguish
Peterson feels from knowing that he has access
to children again. He said the federal court has
jurisdiction to consider the case because the
Indian diocese sent the priest to Minnesota
and supervised him, so it did business in the
state of Minnesota, but he also acknowledged
that enforcing any judgment could be tricky.
Officials with the diocese in India did not
immediately respond to an email from The
Associated Press seeking comment.

Jeyapaul fled the United States after he
was charged, but was arrested in India and
eventually extradited to Minnesota. He plead-
ed guilty last year to molesting one girl, whose
name hasn’t been made public. Under a plea
deal, charges of molesting Peterson were dis-
missed. Jeyapaul was sentenced to a year in
jail, but was freed because he had served
almost three years in jail fighting extradition
and awaiting trial.

The Associated Press doesn’t normally
name victims of sex crimes but Peterson has
gone public in hopes of empowering other
abuse survivors. Both women reached settle-
ments earlier with the Diocese of Crookston in
Minnesota. — AP
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KABUL: The death toll from
Tuesday’s Taleban attack in Kabul
rose sharply overnight from 28 to
64, according to the Afghan
Interior Ministry. Gen. Abdul
Rahman Rahimi, Kabul’s police
chief, said yesterday during a press
conference that two investigative
teams have been appointed to
investigate the attack in Kabul. He
added that most of the casualties
were civilians, including women
and children.

The attackers targeted an
agency that provides protection
for high-ranking government offi-
cials, similar to the US Secret
Service. A suicide bomber detonat-
ed an explosives-laden truck out-
side the compound, and a pair of
gunmen entered the compound in
the aftermath before being killed.

The Taleban have claimed
responsibility for the attack.
Regarding the attack Rahimi said,

“The initial reports show that the
attack was planned outside of the
borders of our country” - language
that Afghan officials often use to
blame neighboring Pakistan, who
they accuse of harboring the
Taleban leadership.

The country’s chief executive
Abdullah Abdullah postponed an
upcoming visit to Pakistan and
headed to the scene of the attack
on Tuesday, his spokesman, Jawed
Faisal,  said. “ The government
raised the call for peace, but
unfortunately the answer by the
enemy was fighting, violence,
bloodshed, killing innocent peo-
ple,” Abdullah said.

Hundreds of family members of
the victims gathered at area hospi-
tals awaiting word of their condi-
tions overnight and Kabul resi-
dents started an emergency blood
donation campaign to help the
victims. — AP KABUL: Afghan security forces secure the area after a suicide attack on Tuesday.-AP

KARACHI: Pakistani security officials inspect a police van after an attack by gun-
men on security members guarding a polio vaccination team yesterday. — AFP

CHENNAI: Garment workers across the south-
ern Indian states of Karnataka and Tamil Nadu
welcomed the government’s decision to scrap a
controversial proposal to change the rule on
pension withdrawals but said the battle for
their rights was far from over.

The government on Tuesday dropped its
proposal - to allow the employer’s contribution
to the Employee Provident Fund to be released
only at the retirement age of 58 - after thou-
sands of protesters clashed with police in the
information technology hub of Bengaluru.

“The rollback is a small victory for workers’
unions. But with sweeping labour reforms
being introduced, we are worried that the
rights of the workers will be overshadowed by
the welfare of big corporations,” said R.
Karruppusamy, director of Rights Education
and Development Centre, a charity working
with women in the textile industries in Tamil
Nadu. Under the existing rules workers and
employers contribute equally to the EPF, and
workers can withdraw the full amount saved at
any time - for instance for education, healthcare
or taking a lease on a house.

Unions were opposed to the proposal to
limit withdrawals to the worker’s share of the
fund, and to force workers to leave the govern-
ment contributions in the fund until retirement. 

India is among the largest textile and cloth-
ing manufacturers in the world, supplying lead-
ing international brands. The textile industry is
also the second largest employer in the country
after agriculture. Workers and rights groups say
the hundreds of small and medium-sized enter-
prises use forced labour and treat workers poor-
ly, abuses ranging from withheld salaries to
debt bondage.

“These workers, mostly women, work in vul-
nerable conditions very tolerantly. The govern-
ment is pushing them to a corner which is why
they took to the streets, losing three days of
wages,” said R Prathibha, president of the
Bengaluru-based Garment and Textile Workers
Union, which led the campaign against a
change in the use of pension fund savings.

Trade unionists have also been challenging
the government over the gradual reduction in
social security benefits for workers in the textile
and garment industries.

“There are hundreds of small and medium
enterprise employing young girls that do not
give medical benefits, bonus or annual wage
hike. None of the social welfare schemes are
implemented here and the employee is practi-
cally paid daily wages,” Karruppusamy told the
Thomson Reuters Foundation.

Many firms have stopped offering their
staff benefits such as health schemes, bonus
provision, and cooperative stores in mill com-
pounds, and pay an overall contract sum
instead.  Activists say the existing laws are in
theory beneficial for workers, but there is
inadequate monitoring of the way they are
implemented.

In the case of the Sexual Harassment of
Women at Workplace (Prevention, Prohibition
and Redressal) Act, 2013, he said there were no
active committees to monitor complaints in the
more than 400 textile mills in Tamil Nadu’s
Erode region alone. “Ensure compliance” (with
the law) is the slogan of trade unions across the
region have adopted as workers in Bengaluru
prepare to start work when their factories
reopen after being closed for two days of
protests. — Reuters
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KARACHI: Motorcycle gunmen yesterday shot
dead seven policemen guarding a polio vacci-
nation team in Pakistan’s southern port city
Karachi, officials said, a brazen attack in the
country’s economic hub.

Feroz Shah, a senior police official, told AFP
that eight gunmen carried out the killings in
two separate attacks in the city’s western
Orangi Town neighborhood. “The gunmen
first opened fire on three policemen in the
streets of Orangi Town, killing them all,” he
said, adding: “Later they shot dead four police-
men, who were sitting in a police mobile van”
a few streets away. 

Abdul Kareem, an official in Abbasi Shaheed
Hospital where the bodies were taken, also
confirmed the casualties. The polio workers,
who were unharmed in the attack, were on the
third day of an immunization drive. Provincial
home minister Sohail Anwar Siyal, told the pri-
vate Dunya TV channel: “The policemen sacri-
ficed their lives to protect the polio workers.”

No group immediately came forward to
claim responsibility, but Islamist outfits includ-
ing the Pakistani Taliban say the polio vaccina-
tion drive is a front for espionage or a conspira-
cy to sterilize Muslims. Police and rangers later
cordoned off the areas where their colleagues
had been killed. The interior of the police van
was heavily soaked with blood, with an officer’s
cap lying on the front seat.

Speaking to the media, provincial police

chief Allah Dino Khawaja announced a $50,000
for the arrest of the gunmen, as well as $20,000
compensation to each of the victims’ families.

Frequent target    
Pakistan is one of only two countries in the

world where polio, a crippling childhood dis-
ease, remains endemic.  Attempts to eradicate
it have been badly hit by militant attacks on
immunization teams that have claimed more
than 100 lives since December 2012.

In 2014 the number of polio cases recorded
in Pakistan soared to 306, the highest in 14
years, before falling to 54 in 2015. The most
recent attack came in January, when a suicide
bomber blew himself up outside a polio vacci-
nation centre in the southwestern city of
Quetta, killing 15 people-two civilians and 13
security officials.

Authorities want to vaccinate 35 million
children under the age of five, wiping out the
disease by the end of 2016. In Karachi, a heav-
ing metropolis of around 20 million, authorities
have enlisted 2,500 female “neighborhood vac-
cinators” drawn from local communities to sup-
port the program. Islamist opposition to all
forms of inoculation grew after the CIA organ-
ized a fake vaccination drive to help track down
Al-Qaeda’s former leader Osama Bin Laden in
the Pakistani garrison town of Abbottabad. The
terror chief was killed during a US special forces
raid in 2011. — AFP
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