
NEW YORK: Fans attending Major League Soccer games will be subjected to
screenings and bag checks as part of beefed-up security measures, the league said
Tuesday. A range of enhanced security measures will be rolled out at matches
throughout the United States from this weekend in an effort to bring the MLS into
line with other sports. “Under the new security policy, all guests will be fully
screened upon entry into MLS venues,” a statement
said.  “The screenings will be conducted via a full pat
down or with the use of a search wand of magne-
tometers.” The new measures will also see fans
banned from bringing large purses, coolers, briefcas-
es, backpacks, computer bags, camera bags or lug-
gage into venues. “Public safety is a top priority and
the enhanced security measures will ensure that fans
are able to continue to enjoy MLS and SUM events in
a safe environment,” said MLS president and deputy
commissioner Mark Abbott. —AFP
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SEOUL:  Kenya have been thrown out of the under-20 World Cup quali-
fying competition for the 2017 finals in South Korea for fielding five
over age players, the Confederation of African Football (CAF) said yes-
terday. The east African country has been disqualified for using the inel-
igible players in the first leg of a qualifier for next year’s Africa Cup of
Nations, which also serves as the World Cup qualifying tournament,
against Sudan on April 3 which ended 1-1. Kenya were due to host the
return leg this weekend but CAF has instead awarded Sudan a place in
the next round of the competition for places at the 2017 finals in
Zambia. African soccer’s governing body said Kenya’s Theodore Kibet,
Nicholas Kipkirui, Eugene Moses, Boniface Muchiri and Erick Ouma
were all born before the cut off date of Jan. 1, 1997. “Football Kenya
Federation clearly violated the competition regulations and is conse-
quently disqualified and the U-20 Sudan team is qualified to the next
round,” CAF general secretary Hicham El Amrani said in a letter sent to
the Kenyans. — Reuters
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ROME: Spaniard Mikel Landa took command of the Giro del Trentino yesterday as he won
the epic 220km second stage from Arco to Anras in Austria. Favourite for overall victory
Vincenzo Nibali, a twice former winner of the event, surprisingly struggled on the final

ascent and only managed to finish the day 21st, more than 30-seconds
back. His Astana team-mate Jakob Fuglsang is second overall at 10sec
after finishing fifth on the stage, 13sec behind Landa. The Team Sky
leader had attacked solo on the final climb to the finish in Anras after

the day’s breakaway had been reeled in 15km from the end. Landa
started to tire in the final kilometre but managed to hold off Russian

Serguei Firsanov, who finished second at 4sec. Italian veteran Damiano
Cunego, a three time Trentino winner, was third at 13sec in a small group

of chasers. Nibali, who like Landa is preparing for May’s Giro d’Italia, finally
lost 32sec as even another team-mate in Michele Scarponi finished ahead of

him. Other potential overall contenders, Romain Bardet and Domenico
Pozzovivo of the AG2R team, came in seventh and eighth respectively to sit
fifth and sixth on the overall standings. —AFP
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By Abdellatif Sharaa

KUWAIT: Kuwait Disabled Sports Club (KDSC) President
Shafi Al-Hajiri won the social responsibility in the sports
sector award at the GCC countries level, by the regional
network for social responsibility which is based in
Bahrain.

The club received a letter from the awarding officials
telling that Al-Hajiri was selected for this prize along with
other sports personalities. The club said winning this
award came after the work and achievements and efforts
of Al-Hajiri were accounted for as far as the Kuwait and
Gulf disabled sports are concerned. The Disabled Sports
Club said in a statement that Al-Hajiri received an invita-
tion to receive the award during a ceremony to be held in
Manama, Bahrain on June 1, under the patronage of the
Second Deputy of the Higher Council for Youth and
Sports, Honorary President of Bahrain’s Olympic
Committee Sheikh Essa bin Rashid Al-Khalifa.

Al-Hajiri said he was happy for this win which is the
result of efforts by all members of the board and general
assembly, adding that the generous support Kuwait
sports receive from the political leadership contributed
to the success of the club’s sports activities. Al-Hajiri dedi-
cated the win to HH the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-
Jaber Al-Sabah, HH the Crown Prince and club members.

Greeks and Brazilians 

ready for Olympic flame

ATHENS: Greece, beset by economic difficulties and a migration
crisis, will hold a traditional ceremony today for the Rio
Olympics as Brazil battles its own political woes.

The dress rehearsal for the lighting of the Olympic flame in
ancient Olympia went ahead smoothly yesterday, and the official
ceremony today will launch a four-month torch relay culminating
at Maracana Stadium for the Games opening ceremony on
August 5.  The torch harks back to the ancient Olympics, when a
sacred flame burned throughout the Games. The tradition was
revived in 1936 for the Berlin Olympics. 

The Olympic torch relay will run through part of Greece
before being handed over to Brazilian officials on April 27 for the
start of a 95-day relay across the South American country a
week later.  A highlight of the Greek leg will be the passing of
the torch on April 26 through the refugee camp  of Eleonas,
where one of the hundreds of refugees housed there will carry
the flame. The runner’s name is to be announced on Friday,
Greek organisers said.

REFUGEE ATHLETES 
The International Olympic Committee has given the green

light for a team of up to 10 refugees to take part at the Rio
Olympics.  So far, 43 high-performance athletes, who are also
refugees, have been identified as possibly being eligible for the
Games in Brazil.  Bach said the final number would depend on
meeting qualifying criteria, adding that the team would com-
pete under the flag of the IOC.  “We have all been touched by
the magnitude of this refugee crisis. By welcoming this team, we
want to send a message of hope to all the refugees in the world,”
Bach, who visited Eleonas in January, said in March.  While Greek
President Prokopis Pavlopoulos will be attending Thursday’s offi-
cial ceremony, his Brazilian counterpart Dilma Rousseff has can-
celled her planned attendance as she is currently fighting for her
political life amid a deep recession, impeachment proceedings,
mass protests and a corruption scandal.  Brazil will be represent-
ed at Olympia by the president of the Rio 2016 organising com-
mittee, Carlos Nuzman, and sports minister Ricardo Leyser.
Actress Katerina Lehou, playing a high priestess, will light the
flame on Thursday using the rays of the sun reflected off a con-
cave mirror.  After giving thanks to the ancient Greek sun god
Apollo, Lehou will light the Rio Olympic torch held by the first
relay runner, artistic gymnast Lefteris Petrounias, Greece’s reign-
ing world champion on the still rings.  Petrounias will pass it on
to Brazilian volleyball legend Giovane Gavio, an Olympic gold
champion at the 1992 Barcelona and 2004 Athens Games who is
now director of volleyball for Rio 2016. Gavio had also carried
the torch in Rio de Janeiro during the relay for the Athens 2004
Games.  The Olympic torch will be handed over to Nuzman in
the presence of Pavlopoulos, Bach and Greek Olympic
Committee president Spyros Capralos on April 27 in a ceremony
at the historic all-marble Olympic stadium in Athens, site of the
first modern Games in 1896. 

GAMES ‘ON SCHEDULE’
Preparations in Rio have been overshadowed by a govern-

ment crisis, with Rousseff facing impeachment after being
accused of juggling government accounts to disguise budget
shortfalls during her 2014 reelection.  However, Rousseff insisted
Tuesday that preparations for the 2016 Olympic Games in Rio de
Janeiro are ahead of schedule. 

“The Games are in a totally adequate situation, we’re even a
little ahead of schedule and more so than we had planned for,”
Rousseff told a press conference in Brasilia. — AFP

Chairman Shafi Al-Hajiri

By Abdellatif Sharaa

KUWAIT: Competitions of the local tournament for the dis-
abled continued at Kuwait Disabled Sports Club, under an
outstanding technical level by player in the three sports
being played shooting, athletics and target ball for the
blind. Results of the target ball for the blind saw Al-Nasser
team defeat Al-Wahda with the score of 11-6, making sure it
will win the tournament one day ahead of its conclusion, as
it won the opening match with the score of 7-5 against
Tahreer team.

In the prone rifle shooting competition shooter Fahad
Al-Muwaizri won first place followed by Essa Al-Fadhly and
Salman Al-Fadhly. Meanwhile in athletics Ahmad Naqa fin-
ished first in the 300m running with wheel chairs, while
Faisal Al-Rajhi won the 60m event. In the Mace throw while
sitting Hamid Wabdan was the winner, while female player
Basima Faraj won the shot put sitting. Abdelrahman Al-

Kandari won the discus throw sitting, as Abdallah Al-Harz
was declared winner of the combination discus throw,
while Dhari Botti won the combination shot put standing.

Deputy President of Kuwait Disabled Sports Club Nasser
Al-Ajmi said in a statement the tournament enjoyed large
participation and characterized by strong competition
between all participants.

He said these competitions are meant to prepare partici-
pants for the Paralympics games to be held in Rio de
Janeiro, Brazil next September.

Al-Ajmi said the club decided to organize the fourth and
final championship this season next May and will include
basketball on wheelchairs, swimming for men and women
and table tennis. Al-Ajmi thanked Information Minister,
State Minister for Youth Affairs Sheikh Salman Sabah Al-
Salem Al-Humoud Al-Sabah, and Director General of Public
Sports Authority Sheikh Ahmad Mansour Al-Ahmad Al-
Sabah for their support. On his part player Othman Al-

Tarkeet said he was happy with the level of the athletics
events and his participation for the first time. He said the
participants will also participate in the swimming competi-
tion in the fourth and final tournament.

Secretary General Al-Azmi in a group picture.
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