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LAUSANNE: The 2024 Olympics can boost
track racing’s reputation, International
Cycling Union President Brian Cookson
hopes, with more medal events and better-
suited venues. “If people think track cycling
is in any way in decline, the message is: ‘No,
it is not,’” Cookson told The Associated Press
in an interview yesterday. Despite the popu-
lar success of track cycling at the 2012
London Games, the next two Olympic velo-

dromes have been among the most stress-
ful venue issues for the UCI and local organ-
izers. A delayed velodrome is the last venue
being built in Rio de Janeiro, and the 2020
Olympic velodrome is 120 kilometers (75
miles) from downtown Tokyo.

Cookson acknowledged to being “a little
frustrated” with Rio delays, which include a
canceled test event, while using an existing
velodrome two hours’ travel from Tokyo at

Izu was a “less than desirable solution.” The
UCI has already been encouraging the four
2024 Summer Games bidders to begin
planning for track cycling, even though
there are almost 18 months to the hosting
vote. The candidates are Budapest,
Hungary; Los Angeles; Paris; and Rome.
“Absolutely, we are,” Cookson said. “We have
talked to them already.” Paris clearly meets
the UCI’s velodrome needs, having hosted

the 2015 track world championships in a
new arena at Saint-Quentin-en-Yvelines,
about 25 kilometers west of the capital
city’s center.

In Rio, a velodrome built for the 2007
Pan-American Games was demolished for
not being up to Olympic standards and a
new arena is being built at the Olympic
Park. The Siberian pine track is currently
being laid, and the arena has yet to be

linked up to the main electricity grid,
Cookson said. On Tuesday, Rio sports
director Agberto Guimaraes personally
assured the UCI leader at a meeting of the
28 Summer Games sports federations that
the velodrome would be ready for a June
25 -27 training event. “Nobody is taking
for granted your venue,” Guimaraes said. “I
can promise you your venue will be ready
in June.” — AP

UCI president aims to boost track cycling at 2024 Olympics

DUBAI: Manchester City players have experi-
enced the ‘Dream Job Swap’, exchanging their
boots for racing suits and becoming race drivers
for a day.

David Silva, Bacary Sagna, Eliaquim Mangala
and Fernando got behind the wheel of Nissan’s
Juke NISMO RS, taking to the track tutored by
some of Nissan’s best GT Academy drivers and
went head-to-head in an intense session of car
control. 

The job swap concept was inspired by a
Nissan-commissioned study* that found over
one in five (22%) nine to 13-year olds1 consider
becoming a professional footballer their ulti-
mate dream job. 

And just under one in six (16%) nine to 13-
year olds believe that being a footballer is the
most exciting career, topping the poll for young
boys - with over a quarter (26%) voting foot-
baller as the most exciting job in the world. 

Youngsters are clearly dreaming of following
in the Nissan GT Academy drivers’ footsteps too,
with 64% of the 1,000 respondents highlighting
‘learning to drive’ as their most exhilarating
future milestone, with racing driver taking sec-
ond place (19%) for young boys as the most
exciting job in the world. 

Jean-Pierre Diernaz, Vice President for
Marketing at Nissan Europe said: “Excitement is
at the heart of everything we do at Nissan. We’re
focused and committed to bringing innovation
and excitement to everyone - be that football
fans or budding racing drivers - by making
advances in research, technology and engineer-
ing which are propelling Nissan towards a
thrilling future.” The video can be viewed here:
https://youtu.be/bcHgs5V_3j8

Nissan have also been studying what gets
European adults excited, with football also rat-
ing highly in a survey commissioned as part of

the Nissan Excitement Index -  looking to
explore and understand the science behind
football excitement, with Nissan announcing a
par tnership with spor ts science exper ts
Loughborough University.

The Study of over 5,000 Europeans from the
UK, France, Spain, Germany and Italy found that
adults get more excited about watching foot-
ball than any other pastime. More than half
(55%) revealed that watching football is the
moment or activity that gets them excited
week-to-week or month-to-month. 

European adults are all in agreement that
their favourite football club is more exciting
than their current job. 

When asked to rate the two aspects of their
lives they found most exciting, one in four
(24%) chose their football club, compared to
less than one in five (18%) who chose their cur-
rent job.

The job swap - Man City FC and GT Academy

World-class footballers become racing 
drivers in Nissan’s dream job swap

SINGAPORE: With Kenya’s famed track and field
team still unsure whether it will be allowed to
compete at the Rio Olympics, an unlikely new
medal prospect has emerged for the African
nation-their men’s sevens rugby outfit.

Hardly a world power in the 15-a-side game,
Kenya has suddenly popped up as a genuine
medal contender in sevens, which will be played
in Rio as rugby returns to the Olympics after a
92-year hiatus.

Currently ranked seventh in the world, ahead
of traditional heavyweights including England
and France, Kenya served notice of their inten-
tions for Rio by winning the Singapore leg of the
sevens world series, beating Fiji in Sunday’s final.

It was Kenya’s first tournament win in a world
series event after they had made two previous
finals, in Australia in 2009 and New Zealand in
2013, and it could not have come at a better
time with the Olympics just four months away
and the country’s athletics team under a doping
cloud. “For our players, this win will give them
huge amounts of self-belief,” Kenyan coach
Benjamin Ayimba said. “We’ve always had the
potential, but knowing now that we can beat
the best will give us even more confidence for
success in future tournaments. This will make us
an even better and more dangerous team to
play against.”

As Kenya’s players celebrated their win with a
gospel song and impromptu jig at Singapore’s
National Stadium, their victory lit up rugby’s
social media sites, with even Kenyan President
Uhuru Kenyatta tweeting his congratulations to
the underdog team.

Their emergence is well-timed for Kenya, with
the country’s track and field team facing the
possibility of being banned from Rio unless it
passes a new anti-doping law following a string
of positive tests.

‘A VERY BIG STEP’ 
Kenya has only ever won medals in two dif-

ferent sports at the Olympics: athletics and box-
ing. Of the 25 gold medals Kenya has won, 24
have been in track and field. But the rugby sev-
ens team is hoping to change that.

“We hope it inspires the kids to play rugby
and it just gives them a lot more heroes to look
up to so, for us, it’s a major milestone,” Ayimba
said.  “The target for Rio is always to win.”

Kenya already has some budding heroes in its
ranks, none more so than Collins Injera, the 29-
year-old speedster who ranks second on the all-
time sevens try-scoring lists. Injera kicked a 40-
metre penalty after the siren to clinch a 15-12
win over Argentina in the semi-finals, then
scored two of his team’s six tries in the 30-7 rout

of Fiji in the final.
Like most of the top Kenyan rugby players,

Injera grew up running and playing soccer
before switching to rugby in his early teens. The
son of a professor, he made his international
debut a decade ago and has been scoring tries
at a regular frequency, though he is more widely
known for what he once did after one of his
touchdowns.

At the London Sevens last year, Injera cele-
brated his 200th try by pulling a marker pen
from his socks and scrawling his name on a tele-
vision camera, as tennis players often do.
Unaware that the cameras need a protective
covering, he unwittingly ruined a lens valued at
about 60,000 pounds (US$86,000).

His try-scoring celebrations have been more
subdued since then and even as he closes in on
the all-time record, his only thoughts are on win-
ning in Rio, where Kenya have already qualified
for both the men’s and women’s tournaments.

“Kenyan rugby has come a long way, it’s such
an amazing thing,” Injera said. “Everyone is work-
ing towards the Olympics so or us, (winning in
Singapore) was a very big step. “Rugby is really
developing in Kenya. We’re putting new systems
into the junior levels to help build up the game
and now that we’ve won a final, more people
will start following us.” —AFP

LONDON: Recent scandals that have tar-
nished athletics will not overshadow the
2017 World Championships in London, the
head of the event’s organising committee
vowed on Tuesday.

Athletics is still reeling from the two
World Anti-doping Agency (WADA) inde-
pendent reports that resulted in Russian
athletes being banned over state-spon-
sored doping and revealed corruption at
the top of global governing body the IAAF.

But Niels de Vos, London 2017 director
and CEO of UK Athletics, told journalists in
London: “It’s about looking outwards, not
looking inwards.

“There’s still huge appetite to watch ath-
letics in the UK and there always has been.
I’m as confident as you can be, without
ignoring the realities of life, that London
2017 will have exactly the same level of
success (as the London 2012 Olympics).

“And the reason is, people are interested
in athletics. People aren’t interested in gov-
erning bodies. We are, because we work for
them, or you (the media) are, because you
write about them. But the public aren’t.

“It’s emotion, it’s passion. That’s why
people want to come and see it, because-
excuse my language-it’s bloody amazing.
It’s an amazing sport to watch live.”

With Russian athletes still banned and

Kenya missing a succession of compliance
deadlines, doping has cast a pall over the
build-up to this year’s Olympic Games in
Rio de Janeiro.

But while De Vos admits that it is
“impossible to say with certainty” that
London 2017 will not be tainted by doping,
he says it will be “without doubt the clean-
est championship ever”.

De Vos was speaking after an announce-
ment that 1.5 million tickets for the World
Championships and World ParaAthletics
Championships will go on sale in a ballot
that will run from August 1-22 this year.

The two events are being held consecu-
tively at London’s Olympic Stadium in July
and August next year. Children’s World
Championships tickets will cost £9.58
($13.81, 12.14 euros), in a nod to the 100
metres world record of 9.58 seconds set by
Jamaican sprint superstar Usain Bolt at the
2009 event in Berlin.

“I always say that the children are the
future and I commend the organisers of
London 2017 on this initiative to give
young people the chance to buy affordable
tickets,” Bolt said in a statement released by
organisers. “I hope it will inspire many of
them to get into athletics and look forward
to seeing many young people filling seats
next summer.” — AFP

PARIS: International riders association
(CPA) president Gianni Bugno has called for
life bans for those caught with motorised
bicycles.

Bugno, a twice former world champion
and two time Giro d’Italia winner during his
racing career, was speaking to Italian news-
paper Corriere della Sera a day after the
newspaper and French TV programme
Stade 2 claimed to have detected possible
cases of technological doping during the
Strade Bianche and Coppi e Bartali races in
March. Bugno called on the International
Cycling Union (UCI) to get tougher on
cheats and do more to weed them out.

“The CPA is asking for the UCI to impose
exemplary and severe sanctions such as life
bans for the riders who commit offences
because they throw mud all over the hon-
est cycling of the majority,” Bugno said.
During its report, Stade 2 had used a ther-
mal camera to detect heat sources it
claimed could point to the use of a motor
in the bicycle.  While there have been
rumours motorised bicycles have been
used for years, the only rider to be caught
with a motor was Belgian under-23 cyclo-
cross competitor Femke Van den Driessche.

Bugno called for the UCI to use thermal
cameras but the world cycling governing
body denied those would be more effec-
tive than current testing methods.

“The UCI has been testing for techno-
logical fraud for many years, and with the
objective of increasing the efficiency of
these tests, we have been trialling new
methods of detection over the last year,”
the UCI said in a statement sent to
cyclingnews.com. 

“We have looked at thermal imaging, x-
ray and ultrasonic testing but by far the
most cost effective, reliable and accurate
method has proved to be magnetic reso-
nance testing using software we have cre-
ated in partnership with a company of spe-
cialist developers. 

“The scanning is done with a tablet and
enables an operator to test the frame and
wheels of a bike in less than a minute.

“We have tested bikes at many races this
year (for example 216 at Tour of Flanders,
224 at Paris-Roubaix) and will continue to
test heavily in all  disciplines throughout
the year. Co-operation from teams and rid-
ers as we have deployed these extensive
tests has been excellent.”— AFP

Scandals won’t 
taint London 2017

LONDON: Chief Executive of London 2017, Niels de Vos (C) and athlete Robbie
Grabarz (L) attend a launch event for the London 2017 World Athletics
Championships in central London. — AFP
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