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HONG KONG: Hong Kong all-rounder Irfan
Ahmed has been banned for 2-1/2 years for
failing to disclose approaches made to him to
engage in corruption, the International
Cricket Council (ICC) said yesterday.

The 26-year-old Pakistan-born cricketer
was provisionally suspended in November
with the ICC’s anti-corruption unit (ACU) inves-
tigating his role in relation to the activities of
another suspected offender.

“Whilst Mr Ahmed was not charged with
any offence involving corruption, the ACU
established that he had failed to disclose to it
full details of approaches or invitations to
engage in corrupt conduct that had been
made to him between January 2012 and
January 2014,” the ICC said in a statement.

Ahmed, who had played in six one-day
internationals and eight Twenty20 matches
for Hong Kong, accepted the sanction and

waived his right to appeal, the ICC added.
Cricket has been plagued by a number of

corruption issues and a 2010 spot-fixing scan-
dal resulted in bans and jail terms for Pakistan
fast bowlers Mohammad Asif and
Mohammad Amir, and former test captain
Salman Butt.

ACU chairman Ronnie Flanagan said cor-
rupt individuals had increased the targeting of
players from ICC Associate Member nations,

where cricket is firmly established and organ-
ised, and the game’s stakeholders needed to
stave them off. “This penalty (imposed on
Ahmed) should act as a reminder to all partici-
pants of the need to comply with their obliga-
tions under the (anti-corruption) code at all
times and, in particular, the requirement to
report corrupt approaches to the ACU with-
out any delay,” Flanagan said. “It is pleasing to
note that the investigation upon which these

charges were founded originated from infor-
mation that had been disclosed to the ACU.

“This is a clear and welcome demonstra-
tion that participants now more and more ful-
ly realise their own responsibilities in combat-
ing this scourge on the game through prompt
and diligent reporting as required by the
Code.” Ahmed’s ban is backdated to when he
was provisionally suspended and will expire
on May 4, 2018. — Reuters

HK player banned for anti-corruption code breach 

BOSTON: Drew Smyly and the Rays bullpen held the
Red Sox to one hit and Kevin Kiermaier hit a solo
home run in the 10th as Tampa Bay beat Boston 3-0
on Tuesday night for its third straight win. Smyly
allowed one hit over eight innings and struck out 11
for the second straight start. Smyly was in a pitching
duel with Boston’s bullpen after starter Joe Kelly left in
the first inning with stiffness in his right shoulder. The
Red Sox used six relievers, and the first four preserved
the shutout until Matt Barnes (1-1) faced Kiermaier to
lead off the 10th. Jackie Bradley Jr. had Boston’s hit, a
single to center in the third. Erasmo Ramirez (3-0)
threw a hitless ninth for Tampa Bay, and Alex Colome
pitched the 10th for his second save.

REDS 4, ROCKIES 3
Jay Bruce had two of the Reds’ five steals in the

second inning off Jorge De La Rosa - their biggest
inning on the bases in roughly a century - as
Cincinnati held on to beat Colorado. Brandon Phillips
had four hits, and Billy Hamilton doubled home a pair
of runs during Cincinnati’s four-run second inning off
De La Rosa (1-2). The inning included those record five
steals off the left-hander’s slow move to the plate. The
Reds hadn’t stolen so many bases during an inning
since at least the 1920s, per information provided by
the teams from the Elias Sports Bureau. It was the
most steals that the Rockies had ever allowed in an
inning. Rookie Robert Stephenson (2-0) got his sec-
ond win as an injury fill-in, called up from Triple-A ear-
lier in the day because scheduled starter Alfredo
Simon has a strained biceps.

BREWERS 6, TWINS 5
Scooter Gennett hit a tiebreaking single in the

ninth inning as Milwaukee ended Minnesota’s four-
game winning streak. Moments after the Brewers
gave up a three-run lead in the eighth, Yadiel Rivera
led off the ninth with a double against Kevin Jepsen
(0-3) and got to third on an error by center fielder
Byron Buxton. Gennett followed with his second hit of
the game to help the Brewers snap a three-game skid.
Jeremy Jeffress picked up his fifth save in five tries.
Byung Ho Park and Eddie Rosario hit home runs in the
Twins’ eighth off Tyler Thornburg (2-0) to tie it at 5.

CUBS 2, CARDINALS 1 
Jason Hammel worked six sharp innings and had

both RBIs for Chicago in a victory over St. Louis. The
Cardinals stranded two runners against the Cubs
bullpen in the seventh and eighth.  Yadier Molina was
at second base when Hector Rondon struck out pinch
hitter Jedd Gyorko to earn his third save in three
chances. Chicago leads the majors at 11-3 and goes
for a three-game sweep Wednesday over the defend-
ing NL Central champions. They last swept St. Louis in
three games on the road Sept. 13-15, 2010. 

PADRES 5, PIRATES 4
With Mark McGwire managing for the first time in

place of ejected Andy Green, Wil Myers and Derek
Norris hit two-run homers and Adam Rosales added a
solo shot for the San Diego Padres, who rallied to beat
the Pittsburgh Pirates. Green was tossed for arguing
after a sequence in which Andrew McCutchen was
awarded home on a balk by Colin Rea, and then the
umpires twice reversed their call, eventually giving
the Pirates the run. McGwire came out to lead Green
off the field. McGwire, baseball’s one-time single-sea-
son home run king, was hired as Green’s bench coach
in December. McGwire went 1 for 2 on challenges. In
the fourth, McGwire challenged a call that Gregory
Polanco was safe at home on a single by Jordy Mercer,
and the call was overturned. Replays showed that
Matt Kemp’s throw was in time. 

NATIONALS 7, MARLINS 0
Bryce Harper hit a grand slam, one of four home

runs in a seven-run seventh inning, as Washington
beat Miami. The four homers in an inning was a
Nationals record, and a record for Marlins pitchers.
Stephen Strasburg (3-0) allowed three hits in eight
scoreless innings. He was locked in a scoreless duel
with Adam Conley until Jayson Werth hit his 200th
career homer with one out in the seventh. Wilson
Ramos homered on the next pitch, and after
Washington loaded the bases, Harper hit his seventh
homer off left-hander Chris Narveson. Ryan
Zimmerman followed with a solo homer, his first.
Harper has homered in five of the past six games, and
he has 20 RBIs. The grand slam was his second in five
days, and the second of his career.

ATHLETICS 3, YANKEES 2, 11 INNINGS
Jed Lowrie tied his career high with four hits, dou-

bling in the 11th inning and scoring the go-ahead run
on Mark Canha’s single to lead Oakland over New
York. After two more scoreless innings from the
Yankees’ dynamic duo of Dellin Betances and Andrew
Miller, rookie Johnny Barbato (1-1) pitched a perfect
10th. Lowrie doubled into the right-field corner
against Barbato with one out in the 11th, then took
third on a groundout by Khris Davis, who had struck
out in his previous three at-bats. 

Canha singled off the glove of a diving Didi
Gregorius at shortstop and into left field for his sec-
ond RBI this season. Fernando Rodriguez (1-0) pitched
two scoreless innings, and Ryan Madson got three
straight outs for his fifth save in five chances. Oakland
has won three straight wins following a four-game los-
ing streak.

ROYALS 8, TIGERS 6
Salvador Perez hit a three-run homer and had a

career-high five RBIs and Yordano Ventura twice
escaped bases-loaded jams as Kansas City held on to
beat Detroit. 

The Tigers cut a six-run deficit in half when Jarrod
Saltalamacchia homered for the third straight game in
the seventh inning. Then they loaded the bases with
one out against Joakim Soria in the eighth, but Kelvin
Herrera retired Miguel Cabrera and J.D. Martinez
around a hit batter to limit the damage. Wade Davis
breezed through the ninth inning for his sixth save.
Ventura (1-0) allowed two runs on six hits in five
innings. Shane Greene (1-1) was tagged for seven runs
in 4 1/3 innings.

METS 11, PHILLIES 1
Neil Walker hit two of the Mets’ six home runs and

Logan Verrett pitched six scoreless innings to help
New York beat Philadelphia. Michael Conforto, Yoenis
Cespedes, Lucas Duda and Curtis Granderson also
went deep to lead the Mets to their third straight
win. Verrett (1-0) allowed six hits, striking out four in
his second start in place of Jacob deGrom. Coming
off a dazzling, three-hitter in which he struck out 16
Padres, Vince Velasquez (2-1) got roughed up by the
Mets. He allowed five runs - two earned - and five
hits in 4 1-3 innings.

RANGERS 7, ASTROS 5
Prince Fielder hit a towering home run and Ian

Desmond had his first two-hit game with Texas as the
Rangers beat Houston in the first meeting of 2016
between the AL West playoff teams from last season.
Fielder pulled a ball deep into the right-field seats for
a two-run homer in the first, and Desmond had an RBI
single later in the inning for a 3-0 lead as the Rangers
went ahead to stay against Scott Feldman (0-2). Jose
Altuve and George Springer homered for the Astros,
going back-to-back in the seventh to get within 6-4.
Derek Holland (2-0), the first left-handed starter
Houston faced this season, allowed two runs while
throwing 105 pitches in five innings.

BLUE JAYS 4, ORIOLES 3
Marcus Stroman allowed three runs in seven

innings and Troy Tulowitzki drove in two runs as
Toronto beat Baltimore. Jose Bautista had two hits and
an RBI for the Blue Jays, who have won three straight
to move over .500 (8-7) for the first time since April 5.
Manny Machado and Matt Wieters homered for the
Orioles, now 5-1 at home. Baltimore has lost four of
five following a 7-0 start. Stroman (3-0) gave up six
hits, struck out three and walked one. The right-han-
der has won eight straight decisions and 11 of 12 dat-
ing to 2014. Roberto Osuna got four straight outs for
his fifth save. Orioles starter Mike Wright (1-1) gave up
three runs over six innings. Half of his six career losses
have come against Toronto.

WHITE SOX 5, ANGELS 0
Mat Latos didn’t allow a hit until the fifth inning

while Todd Frazier and Jose Abreu hit solo home runs
to help Chicago beat Los Angeles and snap a three-
game losing streak. Latos (3-0) allowed two hits over 6
1/3 innings and lowered his ERA to 0.49 through three
starts. Frazier went deep to left in the second and
Abreu homered to center in the fifth off fastballs by
Matt Shoemaker (1-2) in the Angels’ fourth loss in five
games. Andrelton Simmons doubled to extend his hit-
ting streak to a career-high 12 games and end Latos’
night after 101 pitches. Adam Eaton then threw out
Simmons at the plate when he tried to score off C.J.
Cron’s one-out single to right.

INDIANS 3, MARINERS 2
Carlos Carrasco allowed a run in 6 1/3 innings and

Francisco Lindor had three hits as Cleveland beat
Seattle. Carrasco (2-0) came up limping after covering
first base during the third inning but powered through
103 pitches. He allowed four hits and three walks while
striking out five. Mike Napoli scored Lindor with a go-
ahead double in the third inning, and the Indians took
advantage of starter Wade Miley’s wildness to score
twice in the fourth. Kyle Seager hit a solo homer in the
sixth for Seattle. Cody Allen allowed a run in the ninth
but recorded his fourth save.

BRAVES 8, DODGERS 1
Tyler Flowers went 4 for 4 and drove in three runs

and Mallex Smith had three RBIs as Atlanta beat Los
Angeles. The Braves have won four straight after
beginning the season 0-9. Sloppy defense and a poor
start by Alex Wood (1-2) doomed Los Angeles, which
had three fielding errors, two hit batters, a wild pitch
and a passed ball. Williams Perez, starting on three
days’ rest, held the Dodgers hitless before Adrian
Gonzalez singled with one out in the fourth, but
Atlanta manager Fredi Gonzalez pulled him after the
next batter,  Yasiel Puig, singled hard to left. Ryan
Weber took Perez’s place and struck out Howie
Kendrick to end a threat with runners on third and
first. Weber (1-0) gave up three hits, one run and
struck out four in 3 2/3 innings. He was recalled from
Triple-A Gwinnett on Monday. —AP

SYDNEY: Cricket Australia unveiled plans
yesterday for day-night Tests against South
Africa and Pakistan, but admitted player
concerns about the experimental format
meant the Proteas’ fixture was not locked
in. The day-night Tests using a pink ball are
a central part of Australia’s home interna-
tional schedule for 2016-17, which also
features limited over matches against
three nations. Administrators regard the
inaugural day-night Test against New
Zealand in Adelaide last season as an out-
standing success, attracting 123,000 spec-
tators and an average television audience
of two million.

However, players from both sides com-
plained about the pink ball’s movement
and durability, as well as the difficulty bats-
men faced seeing it under lights.

CA chief executive James Sutherland
said Pakistan had agreed to play a day-
night Test in Brisbane, but that South
Africa’s players had refused to commit to a
similar fixture in Adelaide.

“Understandably, there is some con-
cern from the South African players,”
Sutherland said, underlining CA’s argu-
ment that innovation was needed to rein-
vigorate Test cricket.

“Day-night Test cricket is all about the
fans and a day-night match in Adelaide
will be a bigger Test match crowd than the
South African players will have ever expe-
rienced.”

South African players association chief
Tony Irish said this week that the Proteas,
unlike their Australian rivals, had no experi-
ence with the pink ball and did not want to
be disadvantaged in the Test series.

“The reluctance to play is a sign of how
much importance the South African players
place on the series against Australia,” he
told The Australian newspaper.

South Africa, currently rated third in the
world, will be aiming to replace Australia as
the top-ranked Test team in the series, with
the planned day-nighter in Adelaide loom-
ing as a potential decider.

The CA schedule also breaks with tradi-
tion by stripping Brisbane’s Gabba of its
customary hosting rights to the first Test of
the season.

Instead the first Test against South Africa
will be held in Perth from November 3-7,
with Brisbane hosting the opening Test
against Pakistan from December 15-19.

Sutherland said holding a day-night Test
in Brisbane during the school holiday
would draw big crowds, while opening the
Test season against the Proteas in Perth
would attract the city’s large South African
community.

I n  addit ion  to  three -Test  ser ies
against South Africa and Pakistan, the
schedule also includes five one-dayers
against  Pak istan,  three against  New
Zealand and three Twenty20 interna-
tionals against Sri Lanka. 

BOSTON: Tampa Bay Rays starting pitcher Drew Smyly, right, hangs on to the ball after colliding with first baseman Logan Morrison while catch-
ing a foul ball by Boston Red Sox’s Chris Young during the eighth inning of a baseball game Tuesday, in Boston. — AP

Smyly, Rays hold Red Sox to 1 
hit Kiermaier homers in 10th

American League
Eastern Division

W L  PCT GB    
Baltimore 8 4  .667 -      
Toronto 8 7 .533 1.5  
Boston 6 7 .462 2.5  
Tampa Bay 6 7 .462 2.5  
NY Yankees 5 7 .417 3      

Central Division
Kansas City 9 4 .692 -      
Chicago White Sox 9 5 .643 0.5  
Detroit 7 5  .583 1.5  
Cleveland 6 5 .545 2      
Minnesota 4 10 .286 5.5  

Western Division
Texas 8 6 .571 -      
Oakland 7 7 .500 1      
LA Angels 6 8 .429 2      
Seattle 5 8 .385 2.5  
Houston 5 9 .357 3      

National League
Eastern Division

Washington 10 3 .769 -      
NY Mets 7 6  .538 3      
Philadelphia 6 9 .400 5      
Miami 4 8 .333 5.5  
Atlanta 4 9 .308 6      

Central Division
Chicago Cubs 11 3  .786 -      
Cincinnati 7 7 .500 4      
Pittsburgh 7 7 .500 4      
St. Louis 7 7 .500 4      
Milwaukee 6 8  .429 5      

Western Division
Colorado 8 6 .571 -      
LA Dodgers 8 6 .571 -      
Arizona 7 8 .467 1.5  
San Francisco 7 8 .467 1.5  
San Diego 5 9 .357 3 

MLB results/standings

Milwaukee 6, Minnesota 5; Cleveland 3, Seattle 2; NY Mets 11, Philadelphia 1; Oakland 3, NY Yankees 2
(11 innings); Toronto 4, Baltimore 3; Cincinnati 4, Colorado 3; Atlanta 8, La Dodgers 1; Tampa Bay 3,
Boston 0 (10 innings); Washington 7, Miami 0; Kansas City 8, Detroit 6; Texas 7, Houston 5; Chicago White
Sox 5, LA Angels 0; Chicago Cubs 2, St. Louis 1; San Diego 5, Pittsburgh 4; Arizona 3, San Francisco 0.

South Africa balk at 
Aussie pink-ball Test

Nov 3-7: Australia v South Africa 1st Test in Perth
Nov 12-16: Australia v South Africa 2nd Test in Hobart
Nov 24-28: Australia v South Africa 3rd Test in Adelaide (proposed day-night)
Dec 4: Australia v New Zealand 1st ODI in Sydney
Dec 6: Australia v New Zealand 2nd ODI in Canberra
Dec 9: Australia v New Zealand 3rd ODI in Melbourne
Dec 15-19: Australia v Pakistan 1st Test in Brisbane (day-night)
Dec 26-30: Australia v Pakistan 2nd Test in Melbourne 
Jan 3-7: Australia v Pakistan 3rd Test in Sydney
Jan 13: Australia v Pakistan 1st ODI in Brisbane
Jan 15: Australia v Pakistan 2nd ODI in Melbourne
Jan 19: Australia v Pakistan 3rd ODI in Perth
Jan 22: Australia v Pakistan 4th ODI in Sydney
Jan 26: Australia v Pakistan 5th ODI in Adelaide
Feb 17: Australia v Sri Lanka 1st T20 venue TBC
Feb 19: Australia v Sri Lanka 2st T20 venue TBC
Feb 22: Australia v Sri Lanka 3rd T20 venue TBC. — AFP

Fixtures

LONDON:  Arsenal’s Jack Wilshere will not
be ready for today’s Premier League clash
against West Bromwich Albion but will be
available for selection against Sunderland
on Sunday, manager Arsene Wenger said.

The midfielder, who has not featured
since fracturing his leg in the close season,
scored while playing for the under-21s on
Monday night. “He has had no setbacks and
is getting better. He will be available after
West Brom,” Wenger told a news confer-
ence yersterday.

“Overall the progression now should be
normal. He’s available for selection-I don’t
think for tomorrow-but from the next
game on it’s a question of do I select him or
not?” Wenger said Wilshire would be fully fit
for the June 10-July 10 European
Championship in France, and England
manager Roy Hodgson would not be tak-
ing a risk if he included the player in the
squad.

England face Russia, Slovakia and Wales
in Group B of the 24-team tournament and
Hodgson will name his squad on May 12.
“The European Championship starts on
June 10 and there’s still nearly two months,”
Wenger added. “If you look at his fitness at

the moment I think in two months he
should be perfectly fit. If he has no setbacks
it would not be a gamble.” Wenger con-
firmed that Arsenal were in contract talks
with playmaker Mesut Ozil and forward
Alexis Sanchez and that midfielder Santi
Cazorla, who has not played since the end
of November, had returned to training.

The Frenchman hoped there was still a
late twist in the battle for the league title
left, with Arsenal trailing leaders Leicester
City by 13 points, with both teams left with
four games to play after the Gunners face
West Brom.  

“The season is far from over,” Wenger
said. “It depends on who you play and the
commitment you face.” Wenger took
responsibility for Arsenal’s last two league
games against West Ham United and
Crystal Palace, which ended in draws that
all but ended their title hopes.  “Against
West Ham and Crystal Palace we were not
efficient enough. That is a regret. It’s my job
to get the team 100 percent ready,” he
added. “Every time it doesn’t work you
question yourself, it is part of the job. In the
end it is always down to me and I stand up
to that.” — Reuters

Wilshere not ready for West 
Brom, could face Sunderland

MUMBAI: Mumbai Indians batsman Ambati Rayudu (L) plays a shot during the 2016
Indian Premier League (IPL) Twenty20 cricket match between Mumbai Indians and
Royal Challengers Bangalore at The Wankhede Cricket Stadium in Mumbai yester-
day. — AFP


