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LA CORUNA, Galicia, Spain: Barcelona's Uruguayan forward Luis Suarez (R) controls the ball next to Deportivo La Coruna's defender Fernando Navarro during the Spanish league football match RC Deportivo de la Coruna
vs FC Barcelona at the Municipal de Riazor stadium in La Coruna yesterday. — AFP 

MADRID: Barcelona bounced back from their worst run
of La Liga defeats for 13 years in emphatic fashion as
Luis Suarez scored four in an 8-0 thrashing of Deportivo
la Coruna yesterday.

Ivan Rakitic, Lionel Messi, Marc Bartra and Neymar
were also on target as Barca reasserted their control on
the Spanish title race. Victory moved Barca back three
points ahead of Atletico Madrid and four clear of third-
placed Real Madrid with both sides from the capital in
action later yesterday against Athletic Bilbao and
Villarreal respectively.

Barca had taken just one point from their last possi-
ble 12 in the league and been dumped out of the
Champions League amidst a run of just one win in six
games that threatened to derail their season.

However, they remain in control of their own fate
and few would bet against them winning their last four
games and claiming a 24th Liga title after a perform-
ance as good as any in the 39-game unbeaten run they
enjoyed prior to losing at home to Real Madrid earlier
his month.

Suarez settled the visitors’ nerves after just 11 min-
utes when he outmuscled Sidnei to volley home the
opener despite the hosts’ desperate appeals for a foul.

Deportivo should have hit back immediately as Celso
Borges shot meekly at Claudio Bravo with just the
Chilean international to beat.

Borges then had an even better opportunity as he
rounded Bravo, but Bartra got back to block his effort
from point-blank range before Oriol Riera fired the fol-

low-up over. Suarez gave Barca the cushion they desired
when he latched onto Messi’s sumptuous through ball
to slot low past Manu.

The Uruguayan should have had a first-half hat-trick
but he failed to turn home Alves’s fine cross from two
yards out moments later.

Suarez made amends as he turned provider for
Barca’s third just after the break when his cross to the
back post was volleyed home emphatically by Rakitic.

Messi created the fourth with another defence split-
ting pass and Suarez kept his composure to seal his
sixth hat-trick of a prolific season.

The relief amongst the Barca players was palpable as
they seemed to click back into the form that had them
set for a second consecutive treble before their sudden

collapse in the previous six games.
Suarez was gifted his fourth of the night from

Neymar’s unselfish cross despite Laure blocking his ini-
tial attempt on the line for his 49th goal of the season.

The former Liverpool striker then added a second
assist to his four-goal haul as Barca again tore the
Deportivo defence apart and his cut-back was gratefully
tapped home by Messi.

Bartra joined the party as he galloped forward from
his own half without facing a single strong Deportivo
challenge before firing into the far corner.

And Neymar completed a perfect night for the
Spanish champions when he tapped home at the far
post from Suarez’s third assist of a spectacular display
for his first goal in six games. — AFP

Barca bounce back with 8-0 rout

ENGHIEN-LES-BAINS: Putting attacking players between the defensive wall and
the keeper at free kicks will lead to any resulting goal being disallowed during
Euro 2016 as referees aim to clamp down on penalty area infringements.

Speaking at a referees workshop before the finals in France starting in June,
UEFA’s chief refereeing officer Pierluigi Collina said goal line technology would
allow the additional assistant referee (AAR) to focus on what happens in the box.
Collina explained the reasons behind the decision at a news conference on
Wednesday after meeting all the 24 national team coaches whose teams will play
at the June 10-July 10 tournament to discuss the interpretation of the game’s
rules.  “All of them 100 percent agreed with this interpretation (of the offside
rule),” the Italian said. “Putting an attacking wall (between the defensive wall and
the keeper) influences the goalkeeper’s ability to do his job.

“Normally they (the attacking players) try to go back to an onside position
before the kick is taken but often they can’t manage it. “What we agreed with all
24 coaches in Paris (last month) is that if a team uses these tactics and the ball
goes into the net the ‘goal’ will be disallowed because the goalkeeper’s vision is
obstructed.”

Collina added that the referees, who have gathered on the outskirts of Paris
for a four-day workshop ending today, had been instructed to be “proactive” in
warning the players.

TECHNOLOGICAL HELP
Referees will be greatly helped by goal line technology.  “(Before the goal line

technology) they would miss something in the penalty area because they were
not watching the penalty area but had already an eye on the goal line,” said
Collina.  “With the goal line technology the additional assistant referee can really
be focused on the rest of the area”, where shirt pulling and holding can be a
problem.  “I have to say that in UEFA competitions the problem of holding and
pulling has already been reduced, greatly diminished in the last seasons,” said
Collina. English referee Mark Clattenburg told Reuters: “Now with the goal line
technology... to clear up the goal, the additional referee can concentrate more on
the penalty area decisions, which are just as crucial as the ball crossing the line.
“They both complement each other. With the instructions we’ve had we’ll be suc-
cessful.”

Last weekend, holding and pulling in the area were a concern in Premier
League leaders’ Leicester City’s 2-2 home draw against West Ham United and
Clattenburg said the problem could be reduced if additional assistant referees
were used.  “In our federation we don’t have the additional referees we have in
UEFA competitions (where) it (holding and pulling) has been heavily reduced. It’s
a deterrent the players can see,” he said. — Reuters

Referees on Euro 
2016 penalty area 
clean-up mission

ATLANTA: Atlanta and San Antonio took impos-
ing 2-0 leads in their opening-round play-off
series with emphatic victories over Boston and
Memphis on Tuesday. The Hawks held the Celtics
to the lowest-scoring first quarter in the playoffs
since the NBA went to the shot clock, building a
21-point lead and holding on despite an ugly
shooting performance of their own for an 89-72
victory and a strong hold on their Eastern
Conference series.

Al Horford and Kyle Korver led Atlanta with 17
points apiece, but this game was essentially
decided in the first 12 minutes. The Hawks started
9 of 13 from the field, knocking down six from
beyond the 3-point arc.  Korver made four from
long range, a big turnaround from a 1-of-10 per-
formance in Game 1 that didn’t include any 3s.
Atlanta led 24-3 just 6 1-2 minutes into the game.

Even after failing to score the rest of the peri-
od, the Hawks still led 24-7 heading to the sec-
ond. Shaking off a dismal performance in the
playoff opener, Korver swished four 3-pointers in
the opening minutes to propel Atlanta to a stun-
ning 21-point lead before many fans had settled
into their seats Tuesday night. There wasn’t much
doubt after that.”We all have pride, right?” said
Korver, who went 1 of 10 on Saturday and missed
all seven of his 3-point attempts. “I wanted to
come out and play better the second game.” As
good as Korver and the Hawks were in the early
going, this one will be remembered more for the
Celtics’ grisly start.

“I don’t know what it is,” said Boston’s Jae
Crowder, looking a bit shell-shocked after scoring
just two points on 1-of-9 shooting, “but we’ve got
to change something.”

Crowder had plenty of company in his shoot-
ing misery. Boston star Isaiah Thomas was held to
16 points on 4-of-15 shooting, going 1 of 6
beyond the arc. Marcus Smart stepped in for the
injured Avery Bradley and went 1 of 11, also mak-
ing just 1 of 6 from 3-point range. The Celtics fin-
ished at 32 percent overall (28 of 88), 5 of 28 from
long range. Game 3 is tomorrow night in Boston.

San Antonio were even more impressive than
the Hawks in beating the Grizzlies 94-68. Patty
Mills had 16 points, Kawhi Leonard added 13 and
San Antonio never trailed in sweeping the first
two games.

LaMarcus Aldridge had 10 points and eight
rebounds in 26 minutes. Aldridge sat out the
entire fourth quarter along with Leonard and
Tony Parker while Tim Duncan and Danny Green
made brief appearances. — AP

Hawks beat Celtics, Spurs crush Grizzlies

ATLANTA: Isaiah Thomas #4 of the Boston Celtics drives to pass against Kyle Korver #26 and Jeff Teague #0 of the Atlanta Hawks in Game
Two of the Eastern Conference Quarterfinals during the 2016 NBA Playoffs at Philips Arena on Tuesday in Atlanta, Georgia. —AFP


