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KUWAIT: UN-brokered peace talks to
end 13 months of armed conflict in
Yemen opened in Kuwait City yesterday
after a rebel delegation arrived follow-
ing a three-day delay, state television
reported. A team representing Yemen’s
government, a rebel Houthi delegation
and their allies from ex-president Ali
Abdullah Saleh’s party were taking part,
along with a UN special envoy and
Kuwait’s foreign minister.

The United Nations has been push-
ing the talks that it hopes will end a
conflict that has been exploited by
jihadists and sent tensions between
Iran and its Gulf rivals soaring.

More than 6,400 people have been
killed and almost 2.8 million displaced
since a Saudi-led coalition began
operations in March 2015 against Iran-
backed rebels who have seized
swathes of territory, including the
capital Sanaa. The talks were originally
supposed to start on Monday but
were delayed after the rebels failed to
show up in protest against what they
described as Saudi violations of a
ceasefire, in effect since April 11.

“They (the rebel delegation) have
arrived in Kuwait just a few minutes ago
and negotiations have started,” Charbel
Raji, spokesman for UN envoy Ismail
Ould Cheikh Ahmed, said. Insurgents
have sent representatives from the
Shiite Huthi group and members of for-
mer president Ali Abdullah Saleh’s
General People’s Congress party.

A member of the Yemeni govern-
ment delegation confirmed that the

talks were to open at 1600 GMT.
President Abedrabbo Mansour Hadi
had sent a message to UN envoy
Ismail Ould Cheikh Ahmed demand-
ing the “negotiations open on
Thursday evening” and rejecting
“rebel conditions to modify the agen-
da agreed on,” according to a mem-
ber of the government delegation.

Hadi’s people arrived in Kuwait at
the weekend and threatened to pull
out if meetings did not begin yester-
day. Mahdi Al-Mashat, a representa-
tive of rebel leader Abdulmalik  Al-
Houthi,  said Wednesday that the
rebels had been assured that the
agenda for the talks would be “clear
and tackle issues that could help
achieve peaceful solutions”.

Writing on Facebook, Mashat
warned however that “we will have
the right to suspend our participation”
if the assurances are not met.
Diplomats say that rebels are
demanding an end of the Arab coali-
tion operations and a naval blockade
on Yemen that began more than 13
months ago.

They also want UN sanctions
against some of their leaders, includ-
ing Saleh, to be lifted.

Saudi ally Turkey said yesterday
that it has frozen assets belonging to
Saleh and his son, in line with the
sanctions. Saleh amassed billions of
dollars through corruption and
stashed assets in at least 20 countries
during his 33 years in power, accord-
ing to a UN report released last year.

Talks ‘allow Al-Qaeda focus’ 
US President Barack Obama is visit-

ing Saudi Arabia, where he is expected
to discuss the wars in Yemen and Syria
with Gulf leaders. Ben Rhodes, one of
Obama’s closest foreign policy advisers,
urged all Yemeni counterparts on yes-
terday to participate “constructively” in
the Kuwait talks.  A political resolution
to the country’s conflict would “allow
for a focus on (Al-Qaeda in the Arabian
Peninsula) AQAP in Yemen,” he said.

Al-Qaeda and the Islamic State
group have gained ground in the gov-
ernment-held south, carrying out
attacks against officials. Yemen’s rebels
seized control of Sanaa in 2014 before
expanding, forcing  Hadi’s government
to declare main southern city Aden as
the temporary capital. And while the
loyalists managed since July to reclaim
large areas, they have been unable to
dislodge the rebels from Sanaa and
other key areas.

Fighting has continued on several
fronts, military sources said, as each
side blamed the other for truce breach-
es. The rebels fired a Katyusha rocket
late Wednesday on the loyalist-held city
of Marib, east of the capital, according
to an AFP journalist there. 

Pro-government military sources
reported heavy fighting in Nahm,
northeast of Sanaa, and sporadic clash-
es elsewhere. The rebels claimed on
their sabanews.net website that coali-
tion warplanes carried out two air
strikes on Nahm and flew sorties over
other areas, including Sanaa. —AFP
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By Nawara Fattahova

KUWAIT: The Public Authority for Manpower (PAM)
in cooperation with the Ministry of Interior as part of
the joint committee held inspection raids on illegal
work sites in residential areas in Jeleeb Al-Shuyoukh
yesterday. 

Abdullah Al-Mutawteh, Deputy General Director
for Manpower Protection Affairs at (PAM) stated that
this raid was held based on orders given by the
Minister of Social Affairs and Labor and State Minister
for Planning and Development Affairs Hind Al-Subeih.
This was in continuation of the raid already conduct-
ed previously aiming to regulate the labor market.

68 laborers were arrested as they were working in
contravention of their residency permits. 

Al-Mutawteh added that theses raids will continue
on a regular basis to eliminate this phenomenon of
illegal workers. As part of the awareness campaign of
PAM, he also called upon the employers to respect
the labor law. 

The raid was led by Mohammed Al-Dhafi, head of
the joint committee, Brigadier General Saleh Al-Anezi,
Director of the Farwaniya Security Department and 14
inspectors from PAM in addition to a team of police
officers. 
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Fire breaks out in 
Sabhan warehouse

By Hanan Al-Saadoun

KUWAIT: Farwaniya and Sabhan Fire Centers responded to a
call about a fire in a three-story house, under construction.
The fire was in three mobile rooms where wood and construc-
tion material were stored. The fire was contained before
resulting in any injuries.

The operation was under the command of Head of B shift
at Sabhan Fire Center Major Ahmad Al-Ali, and Farwaniya Fire
Center Major Mushari Al-Tourah.

KUWAIT: Head of B shift at Sabhan Fire Center Major
Ahmad Al-Ali, and Farwaniya Fire Center Major Mushari
Al-Tourah lead a fire fighting mission at Sabhan.

KUWAIT:  UN-brokered peace talks to end civil war in Yemen started in Kuwait yeaterday. A view of the delgations
attending the talks. — KUNA


