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BAGHDAD: Six bodies have been identi-
fied so far from two mass graves
unearthed this week in the western city
of Ramadi, nearly four months after Iraqi
forces routed Islamic State militants
from the Anbar provincial capital, offi-
cials said yesterday.

Arrested Islamic State militants had
led authorities on Tuesday to the mass
graves inside the city’s soccer stadium,
believed to contain up to 40 bodies.
Some of the victims were blindfolded
and had their hands tied, Iraqi officials
had said earlier.  The city’s mayor,
Ibrahim Al-Osag, told The Associated
Press that the six identified victims
included a policeman, his wife and son,
two security personnel and a civilian. Al-
Osag said the bodies, and those of some
two dozen other people were reburied
after DNA samples were taken.

Councilman Athal Al-Fahdawi said 32
bodies have been exhumed so far, and
authorities are waiting for more forensic
teams to come to Ramadi as many gov-
ernment employees have yet to return
to their jobs after fleeing from the vio-
lence. Ramadi fell to IS in May 2015 and
was liberated in December. There have
been many instances of mass graves
being uncovered in territory wrested
from IS militants in Iraq and Syria - thou-
sands of people have been killed in
summary and extrajudicial killings by
the Sunni militants and the graves have
been a dark testimony to the group’s
brutality. In June 2014, some 1,700 Iraqi
soldiers were captured and then killed
by IS militants when they overran
Saddam Hussein’s hometown of Tikrit.
At the time, the soldiers were trying to
flee from Camp Speicher, a nearby army
base where they were deployed. Mass
graves with hundreds of Iraqi soldiers.

B-52 bomber hits
Meanwhile, the US Air Force for the

first time deployed a B-52 bomber
against the Islamic State, the Pentagon
said Wednesday as it ramps up a 20-
month campaign to smash the jihadists.
The bombing mission, in which a hulk-
ing B-52 destroyed a weapons storage
facility south of Mosul, comes the same
week that Defense Secretary Ash Carter
visited Baghdad and announced extra
US troops, cash and equipment for the
anti-IS campaign in Iraq.

In other signs of an increasing tempo,
US commandos working with Kurdish
troops conducted a raid targeting a sen-
ior IS group figure and the Pentagon
said it has changed how air strikes risk-
ing civilian deaths are approved. Under
the new rules, authority now comes
from the commanding three-star US
general in Baghdad, instead of going
through a four-star at the US Central
Command’s headquarters in Florida. 

Baghdad-based military spokesman
Colonel Steve Warren insisted the
changes do not lessen oversight stan-
dards in determining when civilian loss-
es are an acceptable risk. 

“This does not translate to more civil-
ian casualties, this translates to a more
rapid execution of strikes,” Warren said.
The Pentagon has acknowledged 26
civilian deaths due to US-led coalition
strikes since the campaign began in
August 2014 in Iraq, and credits the use
of guided missiles in keeping the num-
ber relatively low-though independent
observers say the figure is far higher.

More US troops 
Carter this week announced an addi-

tional 217 US forces would be deployed
to Iraq as advisors, pushing the official
count there past 4,000. The Pentagon
has also offered Apache attack helicop-
ters for use in an eventual push on
Mosul, Iraq’s second city and which is
under control of the IS group.

Separately, Danish lawmakers have
approved a plan to commit seven F-16
warplanes, a transport aircraft and 400
military personnel to expand its fight
against the extremists. Monday’s strike
by a B-52 Stratofortress blew up an IS
weapons storage facility in the town of
Qayyarah, about 35 miles (60 kilome-
ters) south of Mosul. The enormous
planes, originally designed in the 1950s,
became a symbol of US might during
the Cold War and the aircraft was used
to conduct carpet bombing in Vietnam.

Warren said the B-52s are only being
armed with guided bombs. “There are
memories in the collective unconscious
of B-52s, decades ago, doing... arguably
indiscriminate bombing,” Warren said.
“Those days are long gone. The B-52 is
a precision-strike weapons platform
and it will conduct the same type of
precision strikes that we have seen for
the last 20 months.” 

Several B-52s arrived in Qatar earlier
this month to replace a contingent of
newer B-1 bombers that had been work-
ing in Iraq and Syria for about a year.
Warren also announced that US com-
mandos in northern Iraq had targeted
Suleiman Abd Shabib Al-Jabouri, “one of
ISIL’s military emirs and an ISIL war
council member.” The Kurdish regional
security council said Jabouri was killed
in the raid, conducted jointly with
Kurdish fighters.

‘Shoving match’ 
The US military has since 2014 led an

international coalition against the IS
group in Iraq and Syria after the jihadists
captured vast areas of territory across
the two countries.  Despite major gains,
including the recapture of the Iraqi city
of Ramadi, the coalition has still not
chased IS fighters from Raqa in Syria or
Mosul, as well as several other important
towns. —Agencies
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SYDNEY: Australian television presenter Tara Brown (cen-
ter) and producer Stephen Rice (right) arrive at Sydney
airport yesterday after they were released on bail from
prison in Beruit.—AFP

Australian TV crew

arrive home after

Beirut kidnap deal

SYDNEY: An Australian television crew accused of aiding a
mother in the botched kidnapping of her two children in
Lebanon arrived home yesterday, amid reports of a multi-mil-
lion dollar deal struck with the father to drop abduction
charges. Brisbane mother Sally Faulkner and the Channel Nine
team were arrested and charged last week after Faulkner’s son
and daughter were snatched in broad daylight on a Beirut
street. But they were released on bail Wednesday after the
father, Ali al-Amin, decided not to pursue the charges in court.
Bailed star reporter Tara Brown led her producer Stephen Rice,
cameraman Ben Williamson and sound recordist David
Ballment on to the earliest flight out of Beirut after their
release from custody.

The Nine team arrived in Sydney yesterday, touching down
about 10 pm (1200 GMT) on an Emirates flight from Dubai.

They were mobbed by a large media scrum as they left the
airport via a private exit, and were whisked off in waiting black
vans. “I’m just so glad to be home,” Brown said as she was
escorted by Rice to a van. Ballment added that he was looking
forward to “a shower and seeing my wife”.

Faulkner, however, remains in Beirut for a custody hearing
with her estranged husband. It was a disastrous end to the
news story the crew had planned. 

Deal struck 
Faulkner’s lawyer Ghassan Mughabghab earlier said a deal

had been struck granting Amin full custody of the children in
line with Lebanese law. The commercial Nine network did not
mention any deal they were reportedly behind, but
announced a full inquiry into the bizarre episode.

The Australian newspaper said “a multi-million dollar deal
was struck to drop abduction charges”.

“Nine pays dad to win freedom for crew and mum,”
Sydney’s Daily Telegraph headlined, adding that “a massive
sum of cash” had been paid in compensation. The Sydney
Morning Herald said it had cost several hundred thousand
dollars, but that an exact figure could not be confirmed.

The crew and Faulkner still face potential charges by
Lebanon’s public prosecutor, but they can be sentenced in
absentia. Amin’s lawyer Hussein Berjawi told AFP he had not
dropped charges against  two Britons and two Lebanese
allegedly involved in the abduction through a child recovery
agency. “They intended to get away in a boat captained by a
member of a private child recovery agency,” a Lebanese secu-
rity source said.

‘Public interest’ 
The crew were arrested April 7, a day after the two children

were grabbed. Video footage shows them walking with an
elderly person said to be their grandmother before several fig-
ures jump out of a car, shove the adult aside and carry the
children off in the vehicle.

Police later found Faulkner with the children, reportedly a
six-year-old girl and a four-year-old boy, at a home in Beirut.
They were handed back to their father through the courts.
Faulkner accused him of taking them for a holiday to Beirut
and then refusing to return them to Australia.— AFP

RAFAH: Palestinian Hamas security forces deploy on the Palestinian side of the border with Egypt in Rafah, southern
Gaza Strip yesterday. (Hamas has deployed forces along the Egyptian-Gaza border to counter Cairo’s concerns it is aid-
ing militants from the Islamic State group in Egypt’s lawless Sinai Peninsula. — AP


