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WINDSOR: Britain celebrated the 90th birth-
day of Queen Elizabeth II yesterday with trib-
utes to a popular monarch who has steered
it through the decline of empire and a wave
of scandals to the Internet age.

The sovereign, who has been on the
throne since 1953, emerged from Windsor
Castle dressed in a lime green outfit and
matching hat to accept presents and flowers
from hundreds of well-wishers. Prime
Minister David Cameron hailed her as “a rock
of strength for our nation” while her son and
heir Prince Charles marked the occasion by
reading Shakespeare in a special broadcast
on BBC radio.

Later on, the monarch, who last year
overtook her great-great grandmother
queen Victoria to become Britain’s longest-
reigning monarch, will host a family dinner
to celebrate.

She will also light a beacon, the first in a
chain of a thousand which will be lit around
the country and the world, symbolising the
length of her life and her reign. In an address
to the House of Commons to mark the occa-
sion, Cameron said she had been “steadfast,
a rock of strength for our nation, for our
Commonwealth and on many occasions for
the whole world”. He said Britain was
“uniquely blessed” to have her and praised
the queen’s “unshakeable sense of duty”
while noting she was now “starting to take
things a little easier”.

While still an active monarch, the queen
has scaled back her duties in recent years as
Prince Charles and grandson Prince William
plus wife Kate take a more prominent role.
The royals remain popular but some analysts
question what will happen when the queen-
who is in good health, enjoying regular rides
on her favourite pony and walking her cor-
gis-reaches the end of her life.

In an editorial, The Times newspaper
praised her as “a symbol of continuity and
the best embodiment we have of a complex
national identity”.

But it warned the monarchy “will not
long retain its popularity” if Charles, who
often writes to ministers about issues close
to his heart like the environment, is seen to
breach constitutional convention by interfer-
ing in politics as king.

New family photos 
To mark the queen’s birthday, there were

two military gun salutes at London’s Hyde
Park and the Tower of London, and parlia-
ment will be lit up in the red, white and blue
of the British flag. 

Buckingham Palace also released new
official pictures of the queen taken by US
celebrity photographer Annie Leibovitz.
They were shot at Windsor Castle, where she
will on Friday host US President Barack
Obama and First Lady Michelle Obama.

In one photograph, the monarch is pic-
tured with four of her beloved dogs outside
the mediaeval castle west of London, and in
another she is surrounded by some of the
youngest members of her family, including a
great-granddaughter clutching one of the
queen’s trademark handbags.

Prince Charles read an extract from
William Shakespeare’s “Henry VIII” about the
future Elizabeth I in tribute to his mother on
the BBC World Service. “She shall be, to the
happiness of England/ An aged princess,”
read the text, which also described her as “a
pattern to all princes living with her/ And all
that shall succeed”.

Not a foot wrong?
In recent years, Britain’s royal family

has not always been on assure a footing as
it seems to be now. It went through what
the queen described as an “annus horri-
bilis” or horrible year in 1992 when Prince
Charles separated from his first wife Diana,
while two of the queen’s other children
also went through breakups and Windsor
Castle was hit by fire.

The monarchy’s popularity plunged
after Diana died in a Paris car crash in
1997 and the queen was initially accused
of reacting coldly.  Advisors subsequently
steered the royals towards a more mod-
ern image.

Some 68 percent of Britons think the
monarchy is good for Britain, according to
a YouGov survey last year. Royal fan John
Loughrey, who has slept on a bench out-
side Windsor Castle since Monday to be
there for the queen’s big day, described
her as “unique”.

“She hasn’t put a foot wrong,” said
Loughrey, dressed in red, white and blue,
before launching into a rendition of the
national anthem. — AFP

Britain hails ‘steadfast’ 
queen on 90th birthday
Cameron:  ‘A rock of strength for our nation’

WINDSOR: Britain’s Queen Elizabeth II collects flowers and good wishes during a
walkabout to celebrate her 90th birthday in Windsor, England yesterday. — AP

LONDON: Britain’s Queen Elizabeth II (centre L) accompanied by her husband Prince Philip, Duke of Edinburgh greet
wellwishers during a ‘walkabout’on her 90th birthday in Windsor, west of London yesterday. — AFP

Religious group sues 
San  Francisco over 

open-air urinal
SAN FRANCISCO: A religious organization sued the city of San
Francisco to remove an open-air urinal from a popular park that
it calls unsanitary and indecent. The Chinese Christian Union of
San Francisco filed a civil complaint last week demanding the
city remove the concrete circular urinal from iconic Dolores Park.

The group says the urinal, which is out in the open and
screened only with plants for privacy, “emanates offensive
odors,” “has no hand-washing facilities” and “it’s offensive to
manners and morals.”

The lawsuit alleges that the item installed in February discrim-
inates against women and the disabled and exposes those who
use it to “shame and embarrassment.”

“The open-air urination hole violates the privacy of those who
need to use the restroom but would be required to expose their
bodies and suffer shame and degradation of urinating in public
view,” it says.

The city attorney’s office said in a statement that it will fight
the litigation. It pointed out that the 16-acre park is well-known
for its “counterculture, immodest sunbathers, pot brownie ven-
dors, spectacular city views, and famously irreverent ‘Hunky
Jesus’ contest.”

The office said residents advocated for the facility, called a
“pissoir” (piss-WAH), to stop people from urinating on walls,
bushes and sidewalks. “If I had to predict the top 100 things in
Dolores Park likely to offend these plaintiffs, I wouldn’t have
guessed that this would make the cut,” city attorney spokesman
Matt Dorsey said in the statement. —AP

French court bans smoking 
area in high school

CERGY-PONTOISE, France: A French court ruled yesterday that a
high school outside Paris was not allowed to create a smoking zone
on its premises, a measure taken by many schools after the jihadist
attack on the capital in November. The move was a bid to stop high
school pupils crowding on pavements to grab a quick smoke
between classes, which authorities and some parents feared would
make them a target for potential attacks.

The Paul Lapie high school in Courbevoie is one of three taken
to court by anti-smoking groups, who are up in arms at
teenagers being given the right to smoke in schools a decade
after it was banned.

The administrative court said the school’s principal must
“ensure the respect of public health laws banning smoking in
school establishments.”  Pressure group Non-Smokers’ Rights
(DNF), which filed the complaint along with another anti-tobacco
group, said the ruling would set a precedent.

“This is the confirmation of the illegality of all smoking zones in
high schools, including in open air spaces,” the DNF’s Stephen
Lequet said.

Shortly after the November 13 attacks on Paris nightspots and
the national stadium which left 130 dead, the Islamic State group
issued threats against French schools.

Under the state of emergency imposed after the attacks, a circu-
lar signed by both the education ministry and interior ministry was
sent to schools urging them to avoid having pupils gather outside
their premises. Some schools then sent out letters to parents about
new dedicated smoking areas, even specifying that ashtrays would
be provided. However the official rules have been clouded with con-
fusion, with conflicting guidelines from the education ministry.

‘We feel abandoned’ 
Education Minister Najat Vallaud-Belkacem said last week that

“during this period of heightened security, high school students
must simply be asked not to smoke”. “According to the minister it is
a difficult balance and we must remain pragmatic,” a spokeswoman
at the education ministry told AFP earlier this week.

Vallaud-Belkacem’s remarks were slammed by the main school
principals’ union SNPDEN, which said it felt “abandoned” by the
education ministry. SNPDEN national secretary Joel Lamoise told
AFP the union had “noted” the court’s ruling, but he maintained it
was “unrealistic” to ask pupils not to smoke during school hours.
“We have been placed in a difficult situation, this circular allowed
us to create special zones inside schools, we feel abandoned now,”
he said.

Lamoise has argued that “the terrorist risk is much greater right
now than the health risk. Between two diseases we are trying to
deal with the worst.”

A study in June 2015 showed that one in three 17-year-olds
smoke daily in France. — AFP


