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RIYADH: Saudi Arabia executed a Pakistani national yes-
terday for smuggling drugs, taking to 86 the number of
people the ultra-conservative kingdom has put to death
this year. Shah Zaman Khan Sayyed had been found
guilty of attempting to smuggle heroin and ampheta-
mines into the kingdom, the interior ministry said.  The
sentence was carried out in the Riyadh region. Most peo-
ple put to death in Saudi Arabia are beheaded with a
sword. The executions so far this year include 47 for “ter-
rorism” carried out in a single day on January 2.

Amnesty International said Saudi Arabia had the third
highest number of executions last year, at least 158. That
was far behind Pakistan, which put to death 326 people,
and Saudi Arabia’s regional rival Iran, which executed at
least 977, said Amnesty, whose figures exclude secretive
China. The kingdom’s latest execution occurred just
hours before US President Barack Obama arrived on an
official visit. The British human rights organization
Reprieve urged Obama to raise the case of three young
men on death row who were minors at the time of their
arrests. Among them is Ali al-Nimr, nephew of Shiite cler-
ic Nimr al-Nimr, who was among the 47 people executed
in January.—AFP

MUMBAI, Maharashtra: This file photograph shows Indian UB Group chairman Vijay Mallya as he poses with models dur-
ing the launch of the Kingfisher 2014 calendar in Mumbai.—AFP

NEW DELHI: India’s financial crimes
agency said yesterday it is seeking the
deportation of former airline boss Vijay
Mallya from Britain, after he left the
country owing more than $1 billion. The
60-year-old, a part-owner of the Force
India Formula 1 team who used to run a
liquor empire and Kingfisher Airlines,
left India on March 2 despite calls for his
arrest and is believed to be in Britain.
Last week an Indian court issued an
arrest warrant for the heavily-indebted
entrepreneur after he failed to appear
before investigators looking into the
finances of Kingfisher Airlines, which
ceased operating in 2012 leaving mil-
lions of dollars in unpaid bills.

“We have written to the (foreign)
ministry for assistance in the deporta-
tion of Mr Mallya as the process would
involve using diplomatic channels,” a
spokesman at the Enforcement
Directorate, the federal financial crimes
investigator, told AFP on condition of

anonymity.  “We have been given
enough indication that he is indeed in
the UK,” he added. The agency’s investi-
gation relates to loans which the state-
run IDBI bank made to Kingfisher
Airlines, despite allegedly knowing it
was suffering financial troubles-leading
the bank to sustain huge losses.

The official said he expected the for-
eign ministry to decide in the next few
days whether to ask Britain to deport
Mallya, who was formerly known as the
“King of Good Times”. The foreign min-
istry, which did not immediately
respond to a request for comment, has
already suspended Mallya’s passport.
Mallya inherited United Breweries
Group (UBG) from his father at the age
of 28 and turned it into one of the
world’s largest spirit makers, hosting
extravagant yacht parties with
Bollywood stars and politicians along
the way. His profile rose further when he
acquired a stake in the Force India F1

team and ownership of the Royal
Challengers Bangalore cricket team.  The
Enforcement Directorate has reportedly
accused him of siphoning off money
from Kingfisher to buy property abroad-
a claim the company denies. Separately,
he is being chased by a group of mostly
state-run banks over $1.34 billion in
unpaid loans made to the airline. In an
affidavit filed to India’s top court yester-
day, Mallya said the banks had no right
to demand any information about his
overseas assets and asked the court if he
could disclose the details in a sealed
envelope. Earlier this month the banks
rejected his offer to repay $600 million
and told the Supreme Court they want-
ed him to return to India so they could
negotiate with him personally over the
total owed. The businessman, who is
also a member of India’s parliament, has
denied absconding and has criticized
the media for what he has called a
“witch hunt”.—AP
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NEW DELHI: Former UN climate panel chief
Rajendra Pachauri said yesterday that he quit his
Indian think-tank to pursue other interests, at a
time when he is facing allegations of sexual harass-
ment. The 75-year-old faces several police charges
including sexual harassment, after a female
employee at his New Delhi-based Energy and
Resources Institute (TERI) filed a complaint last year
accusing him of sending inappropriate texts and
emails. Pachauri announced yesterday that his
term had ended last month at TERI, which he had
been heading for more than three decades.

“My term as a Member of the Governing Council
ended on March 31, 2016,” Pachauri said in a state-
ment sent to AFP by his lawyer Ashish Dixit. “I felt
that it was time for me to move away and get
engaged in other interests which I have harbored
over the past few years for activities at the global
level,” he added. Pachauri, a leading voice on the
dangers of global warming, was forced to quit as
chairman of the Nobel Prize-winning UN
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change in
February 2015 after a colleague in her late twenties
filed a complaint against him.

In July, TERI announced it would replace
Pachauri after a backlash over his return to work
while facing the allegations. A court had barred
him from entering the institute’s office for many
months following the complaint. It later allowed
him to return to work while still on bail, on the con-
dition that he steer clear of his alleged victim. His
appointment as TERI executive vice-chairman in
February caused outrage, forcing the institute,
where he had worked for 35 years, to put him on
indefinite leave. Pachauri denies the complainant’s
accusations and has said his emails and mobile
phone were hacked. The police charges against
him are due to be heard by a Delhi court on
Saturday. Earlier this month, a third former employ-
ee of Pachauri accused him of sexual harassment
during a short stint as his secretary in 2008 — an
allegation Pachauri rejects.—AFP
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Pakistan army chief sacks 
senior officers for corruption
‘Those who are corrupt should be worried now’

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan’s army has fired
several senior officers over corruption
charges, senior military sources told AFP
yesterday, in a rare display of accountabili-
ty by the country’s most powerful institu-
tion. “I can confirm the sacking of at least
six senior officers which include a lieu-
tenant general,” said a senior officer based
in military headquarters, crediting popular
army chief Raheel Sharif with launching
the investigation leading to the dismissals.

Another source confirmed the sack-
ings. It was unclear when the officers were
fired, the precise nature of the charges, or
whether they would face criminal pro-

ceedings in a civilian court. The move was
hailed by commentators because wrong-
doings committed by the army, which has
ruled Pakistan for around half of its exis-
tence and continues to exert control over
foreign policy, rarely come to light. “It’s an
extraordinary development,” retired gen-
eral Talat Masood told AFP. “The military
has taken the lead in punishing corrupt
officials and has set an excellent exam-
ple. It will have a very serious impact and
very positive impact in the future. Those
who are corrupt should be worried now.”

The news comes as Pakistan’s Prime
Minister Nawaz Sharif faces pressure

over revelations made in the so-called
Panama Papers linking his family to a
series of offshore companies. Earlier this
month he announced the formation of a
commission to investigate the allega-
tions in the documents from Panama-
based law firm-Mossack Fonseca-that
have exposed how some of the world’s
most powerful people secrete their
assets offshore. Masood added that the
court martials would increase pressure
on the prime minister to clamp down on
corruption, which has long held back the
South Asian economy, in the civilian
government.—AFP


