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Photo shows a business named
Gandhi’s Sales and Investments in

the crowded downtown
Georgetown, Guyana, next to the

main Stabroek Market.

I ignored signs to stay at least 8 feet from the
edge, getting low to peer into the straight drop
dozens of stories below as low passing clouds
blended with the rising mist.

Over the next couple of hours, we hiked trails
around the waterfall and scaled up to two more
lookout points for closer, even more stunning
views. Standing at the third, I realized this was
the most isolated place I’d ever been. The falls
are at least a three-day trek from the nearest
road. Rejuvenated, I returned to Georgetown for
another few days with newfound appreciation
for Guyana. I soon learned there’s hope in the
capital since a new government took power last
year, with efforts to clean up both the corrup-
tion and litter that have deterred tourists.
Already, my in-laws said, the capital was cleaner
than they remembered.

Coconut milk
Meanwhile, all those taxi rides were cheap,

averaging about $2 US per trip, and we tra-
versed the city in search of hidden delights. I
sopped up probably a dozen versions of curry
with roti, the Indian flatbread, including one
made from labba, an herbivorous jungle rodent
the size of a lamb. And cook-up rice that was on
nearly every menu - a varying one-pot dish with
black-eyed peas and coconut milk - reminded

me this former British colony shares more in
common with the Caribbean than its Latin
neighbors to the south.

By the end, I was weaving through crowds at
the main Stabroek Market with the confidence
of a local. More comfortable now, I chatted with
vendors about the cornucopia of exotic fruits,
settling on a fragrant bag of red bananas. On
our last night in town, a cousin of my husband’s
took us to a bar, Seeta’s. It was the only place I
saw that was packed after dark. We knocked
back a few bottles of Banks beer, mixed in with
the crowd and met plenty of warm, inviting peo-
ple, and I finally saw the other side of this evolv-
ing destination.

Kaiteur Falls guide Maxwell Basil pointing out the red fruit of a rubber tree.

If you go...
Guyana’s Kaiteur Falls: Day trips from
Georgetown by Roraima Airways cost $180
per person, but several companies do
tours. Trips are subject to minimum pas-
senger counts and weather;
http://roraimaairways.com . Guyana is list-
ed among the countries that fall within the
zone for mosquito-borne transmission of
the zika virus. — AP


