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TURIN: Juventus’ forward Paulo Dybala from Argentina (2nd left) scores a penalty during the Italian Serie A football
match Juventus Vs Lazio on April 20, 2016 at the ‘Juventus Stadium’ in Turin. — AFP 

MILAN: A Paulo Dybala brace kept
Juventus’s title push on track but Francesco
Totti stole the show in Serie A with two
goals in a 3-2 win over Torino that moved
Roma closer to Champions League qualifi-
cation on Wednesday. Juve’s closest rivals
Napoli had fired a warning shot after put-
ting six unanswered goals, including a hat-
trick from Belgium midfielder Dries Mertens,
past Bologna on Tuesday. But the Turin
giants were not to be fazed as they contin-
ued their bid to emulate their 1935 feat of
winning five consecutive titles by beating
Lazio 3-0.

Juventus will win the title if they beat
Fiorentina on Sunday and Napoli lose at
Roma a day later. But coach Massimiliano
Allegri said: “We need four points so we need
one win and a draw. We still have four games
left, two of which are at home, but all we’re
thinking of is Sunday’s game. “We’re going to
Florence and that will be complicated
because there’s a big rivalry between the
sides.” After Mario Mandzukic put Juventus in
front six minutes before the interval, the
Croatia striker turning Paul Pogba’s pacy drive

into the net, Juventus moved up a gear
against Simone Inzaghi’s visitors.

Lazio coach Simone Inzaghi had warned
of Juve’s “invincibility” and after the visitors
lost right-back Patric for a second bookable
offence against Dybala the writing was on the
wall. From the free-kick, Brazilian midfielder
Hernanes forced Federico Marchetti into
action but the Lazio keeper could do nothing
minutes later when Dybala sent him the
wrong way from the spot after Leonardo
Bonucci was hauled down in the area. Dybala
completed his brace with his 16th league
goal of the campaign, the Argentine collect-
ing Sami Khedira’s ball to beat Marchetti from
distance just after the hour.  Juve’s 26th win
of the season maintained their nine-point
lead on Napoli with four games remaining.

‘Like an epic film’ 
Third-placed Roma were trailing 2-1 with

four minutes remaining after Josef Martinez
had added to Andrea Belotti’s first half
penalty in the 80th minute for visiting
Torino. That meant Napoli looked likely to
open up an eight-point gap on Luciano

Spalletti’s side, but the Italian coach had
other ideas. Roma had seen several penalty
claims waved away during the game and
Spalletti played his final card five minutes
from the end. Totti had levelled late when
he made a cameo appearance in a 3-3 draw
at  Atalanta on Sunday.

But the 39-year-old playmaker, in which
could be his final weeks as a player at the
club, went one better. Seconds after replac-
ing Seydou Keita, Totti slid in at the back
post to meet Miralem Pjanic’s free-kick to
guide the ball past Daniele Padelli on 86
minutes. Three minutes later Roma won a
controversial penalty for handball in the
area, and although Padelli got a touch on
Totti’s drive it was not enough. 

The ageing captain was mobbed by the
bench and fans were seen crying in the
stands as Roma kept the pressure on to sit
five points behind Napoli. “I don’t know
how to describe it, but it was like the ending
of an epic film,” midfielder Alessandro
Florenzi told Premium Sport. Behind the top
three, the chase for Europa League qualifi-
cation got complicated. —AFP

Juventus march on; Totti 

sets Roma hearts racing

BERLIN: Bayern Munich can clinch a
record fourth consecutive Bundesliga title
tomorrow if they beat Hertha Berlin away
and second-placed Borussia Dortmund
lose at strugglers VfB Stuttgart. Bayern,
aiming for another league title in coach
Pep Guardiola’s final season in Munich,
are seven points clear of Dortmund with
four matches left. The desired combina-
tion of results for Bayern would open up
an unassailable 10-point gap with three
matches remaining and secure their 26th
German league title.

Guardiola’s team will be brimming
with confidence after reaching the
German Cup final with a 2-0 win over

Werder Bremen on Tuesday despite failing
to hit top form. “I would like to thank my
players for giving me another week of
working with them,” said the Spaniard,
who has made sure of a high-profile
farewell on the grand stage of Berlin’s
Olympic Stadium on May 21 before his
move to Manchester City. If they win the
title, Guardiola will have led Bayern to
three consecutive league titles in as many
seasons in charge.

However, Bayern will be looking to
improve on the slightly disappointing
form they have shown in recent matches
as they also have one eye on next week’s
Champions League semi-final against

Atletico Madrid. “If we circulate the ball a
bit better, if we move a bit better, then the
opponent will not be able to attack us,”
Captain Philipp Lahm said. “We have to
change that. We can play better and we
will play better again soon.” Guardiola
could also have central defender Jerome
Boateng back in the squad for the first
time in months after the Germany interna-
tional returned to team training this week
following an adductor muscle injury in
January.

Hertha, who were eliminated from the
German Cup by Borussia Dortmund on
Wednesday, have failed to win any of their
last three league matches and are in dan-

ger of missing out on Champions League
football next season. The Berliners have
dropped to fourth place on 49 points, two
behind Bayer Leverkusen, who occupy the
last automatic qualification spot for the
continent’s elite club competition. The
fourth-placed team will advance to the
qualifying rounds and fifth-placed
Borussia Moenchengladbach, on 45
points, will be poised to pounce should
Hertha continue to struggle. “We play and
give it everything we have and so we
should not talk as if everything was bad,”
Hertha coach Pal Dardai said after the 3-0
German Cup defeat. “A bit more respect,
please.” —  Reuters

Bayern head to Berlin with 4th title in sight

PARIS: Crisis-hit Marseille beat second-tier Sochaux 1-0 on
Wednesday to set up a French Cup final date with arch rivals Paris
Saint-Germain, just a day after dismissing coach Michel. The top-
flight strugglers were poor for much of the game, but Florian
Thauvin scored the only goal shortly after half-time. It was the
first match back in charge for OM interim coach Franck Passi,
after he also stood in earlier this season in the aftermath of
Marcelo Bielsa’s shock resignation, and he was pleased with how
the team reacted to Michel’s departure. “I’m proud of my players.
They had a challenge and they rose to the occasion,” Passi said.
“The point was to take Marseille to the Stade de France, it was our
only door (to save our season) and the players were wide awake
tonight. “This season has been crazy so let’s be crazy, we will
push PSG in the final.”

Passi gave just a second start of the season to injury-plagued
midfielder Abou Diaby and partnered Steven Fletcher with Michy
Batshuayi in attack, but Marseille were toothless in the opening
45 minutes. Sochaux have used the confidence found in a Cup
run that has seen them beat Bastia, Nantes and Monaco from the
top flight, to embark on a five-match unbeaten streak and move
away from danger of relegation to the third tier. In a dire first half
the hosts had the only chance of any note, but after Benjamin
Mendy could only partially clear, Florian Martin blazed his effort
well wide.

Marseille came out after the interval in improved form and
took the lead when much-maligned winger Thauvin, on loan
from Newcastle United, collected Fletcher’s pass, before racing
past his marker and finishing coolly at the near post. Albert
Cartier’s Sochaux had plenty of possession in the last half an hour
but barely threatened an equalizer. The closest they came was
through a Raphael Caceres free-kick which sailed harmlessly over.
PSG edged to victory at Lorient on Tuesday night, as Zlatan
Ibrahimovic grabbed the winner 15 minutes from time with his
42nd goal of the season. Laurent Blanc’s men are still targeting a
domestic clean sweep of trophies ahead of the French League
Cup final against Lille tomorrow._ AFP 

Marseille edge 

Sochaux to 

set up PSG final

MONTBELIARD: Marseille forward Florian Thauvin con-
trols the ball during the French Cup semi-final football
match between Sochaux (FCSM) and Marseille (OM) on
April  20, 2016, at the Auguste Bonal Stadium in
Montbeliard, eastern France. — AFP 


