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NGOs - essential
partner in sustainable
development agenda 

KUWAIT: The civil society is an essential partner and its
role is crucial for the national efforts to materialize goals of
the UN sustainable development agenda of 2030, Kuwaiti
civil society advocates concurred. “The civil society organi-
zations are an indispensable partner to governments for
achieving goals of the development agenda in various
spheres,” Lola Saleh Al-Mulla, Kuwait Women Cultural and
Social Society chairwoman said on the sidelines of her par-
ticipation in Kuwait’s delegation to Arab conference on
civil society organization’s role to implement the sustain-
able development agenda of 2030, kicked off in Doha.

She added that the civil society or the non-government
organizations (NGOs) are playing an effective role in
defending people’s freedom rights, thus unlocking their
talents and imagination for production and development.
NOGs are also importing in fighting poverty, educating
people and defending and empowering marginalized seg-
ments in societies, she noted. Al-Mulla pointed out that
the Kuwait Women Cultural and Social Society has been
launching and contributing to initiatives to support and
empower women and children as well as boosting women
status to help them be a real partner in state building and
society development.

Sustainable development
For his part, Director of Social Affairs at the Gulf

Cooperation Council Executive Bureau Dr Saleh Al-
Ghodori emphasized that every entity and individual in
the society should contribute to the national plans to
implement the sustainable development agenda. The
government should put forward their development strate-
gies, plans and goals up for discussion with the civil socie-
ty which develop and contribute to it, he said. President of
Kuwait Social Workers Society Abdulrahman Al-Tawheed
said that the partnership between government and civil
society organizations became desperately urgent for
development, particularly in this delicate time which the
Arab region undergoes.

Meanwhile, Sheikh Abdullah Al-Nouri Charity Society
Chairman Jamal Abdulkhaliq Al-Nouri stated that UN
Economic and Social Commission for Western Asia
(ESCWA) has presented a paper during the conference
about the role on civil society organizations in sustainable
development goals. “The ESCWA’s paper provides a new
mechanism for partnership between governments, private
sector and non-government organizations,” Al-Nouri said.
He added that governments are invited to introduce leg-
islative reforms to pave the way for NGOs to play their
aspired role in development. “The ESCWA mechanism is
reasonable and rational and could be effective in helping
NOGs in Kuwait and other Arab and Muslim societies to do
their part in development,” he said.

Promoting education
He pointed out that Abdullah Al-Nouri Society is sup-

porting marginalized and needy people in Kuwaiti and
other parts of the world. The society also focuses on pro-
moting and backing education related projects in many
countries. Mohammad Abdulreda Kakoli, a member of
Kuwait Chamber of Commerce and Industry (KCCI), said
that the KCCI is focusing on creating new job opportuni-
ties to fight poverty. The KCCI also carries out studies and
formulates plans to engage every member in the society
in the efforts to achieve sustainable development, Kakoli
said. He stressed that the KCCI works for the welfare of all
members of the society. It also aims to ensure easy access
to high-quality education, promote equality, and buttress
national economy.

It is also playing a role in expanding the industrial base,
and fostering innovation, he said. The Arab conference on
the Role of Civil Society in the sustainable development
agenda 2030, is organized by Qatar Social Work
Foundation (QSWF) in partnership with the United Nations
Development Program (UNDP), the United Nations
Economic and Social Commission for Western Asia
(ESCWA), United Nations Population Fund (UNPF), the
Arab League and the Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC). The
two-day event gathers more than 200 participants repre-
senting local and international civil society organizations,
in addition to representatives from the private sector and
specialists in the development field. — KUNA
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RIYADH: Kuwait Red Crescent Society’s
(KRCS) Deputy Chairman Anwar Al-Hasawi
has described humanitarian action as one
of the main pillars of state policy of Kuwait
and other Gulf Cooperation Council mem-
ber states. The record of Kuwait and GCC
states in humanitarian domain is enor-
mous and spreads to the four corners of
the globe, Al-Hasawi said after the conclu-
sion of the 12th meeting of the heads of
GCC Red Crescent societies in Riyadh on
Thursday evening.

He pointed out that the conferees have
agreed on intensifying efforts to improve
the living conditions of Syrian refugees as
well as to offer all required aid to war-trau-
matized Yemeni people. They have also
agreed to celebrate GCC Red Crescent Day,
to highlight the GCC Red Crescent soci-
eties’ initiatives, programs and efforts to
ease people’s suffering worldwide, he said.
Al-Hasawi underlined the importance of
coordination and cooperation between
GCC Red Crescent societies and regional
and international humanitarian agencies
to upgrade response to regional and glob-
al humanitarian crises. 

Book on Kuwait’s aid
In another development, the United

Nations High Commissioner for Refugees
Filippo Grandi yesterday handed Kuwait’s
permanent delegate to UN offices and
international organizations in Geneva
Jamal AL-Ghunaim a special UNHCR’s pub-
lication on Kuwait’s response to Syrian
refugee crisis. The book highlights Kuwait’s
leading role and remarkable contributions
to the UNHCR’s programs to offer a help-
ing hand to displaced Syrians in six coun-
tries and in 10 different domains.”Kuwait is
keen on supporting humanitarian action
and efforts of the UNHCR chief Grandi,” Al-
Ghunaim said.

He stressed that Kuwait has a strategic
relations with the UNHCR. Al-Ghunaim
announced that Grandi would visit Kuwait
next month to meet state officials to

express the UN agency’s appreciation of its
great humanitarian action. 

Grandi said that the book is published
in recognition of His Highness the Amir of
Kuwait Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber
Al-Sabah’s impressive humanitarian role.

Without this role, the humanitarian situa-
tion could have been gravely worsened, he
said. He recalled Kuwait’s hosting of three
international aid pledging conferences for
Syria and its contribution to the fourth one
which was held in London. — Agencies 
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KUWAIT: A study carried out by Kuwait
Sejel (record) foundation showed that
obese people were likely to be affected
by Rheumatoid than other persons. The
study, which has been conducted
recently, showed that 37 percent of
rheumatoid patients in Kuwait were
obese and only 21 percent have normal
body mass index (BMI), Dr Adeeba Al-
Herz, founder of Sejel and Rheumatoid
Consultant at Amiri Hospital said.

She said the study, conducted in
Kuwait over the past two years and a
half,  included 1,100 rheumatoid
patients in four hospitals:  Amiri,
Farwaniya, Mubarak Al-Kabeer and Al-

Jahra. She said that 83 percent of
rheumatoid patients were women with
an average age of 53 years. Sixty-one
percent of those examined have full
control of rheumatoid and were living
normal life, explained Al-Herz. She said
the study showed that obese people
smoke more than less obese, showing
how obesity was linked to smoking
which might increase possibility of hav-
ing heart problems. 

Obese people, explained Al-Herz,
also suffered from inflammations and
joints’ pain, which would then require
them to exert efforts to control their
diseases.  — KUNA
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