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WASHINGTON: The US Air Force for the first time deployed a
B-52 bomber against the Islamic State, the Pentagon said
Wednesday as it ramps up a 20-month campaign to smash the
jihadists.

The bombing mission, in which a hulking B-52 destroyed a
weapons storage facility south of Mosul, comes the same
week that Defense Secretary Ash Carter visited Baghdad and
announced extra US troops, cash and equipment for the anti-
IS campaign in Iraq.

In other signs of an increasing tempo, US commandos
working with Kurdish troops conducted a raid targeting a sen-
ior IS group figure and the Pentagon said it has changed how
air strikes risking civilian deaths are approved.

Under the new rules, authority now comes from the com-
manding three-star US general in Baghdad, instead of going
through a four-star at the US Central Command’s headquar-
ters in Florida. 

Baghdad-based military spokesman Colonel Steve Warren
insisted the changes do not lessen oversight standards in
determining when civilian losses are an acceptable risk. “This
does not translate to more civilian casualties, this translates to
a more rapid execution of strikes,” Warren said.

The Pentagon has acknowledged 26 civilian deaths due to
US-led coalition strikes since the campaign began in August
2014 in Iraq, and credits the use of guided missiles in keeping
the number relatively low-though independent observers say
the figure is far higher.

More US troops   
Carter this week announced an additional 217 US forces

would be deployed to Iraq as advisors, pushing the official
count past 4,000. The Pentagon has also offered Apache
attack helicopters for use in an eventual push on Mosul, Iraq’s
second city and which is under control of the IS group. 

Separately, Danish lawmakers have approved a plan to
commit seven F-16 warplanes, a transport aircraft and 400 mil-
itary personnel to expand its fight against the extremists.

Monday’s strike by a B-52 Stratofortress blew up an IS
weapons storage facility in the town of Qayyarah, about 60

kilometers south of Mosul. The enormous planes, originally
designed in the 1950s, became a symbol of US might during
the Cold War and the aircraft was used to conduct carpet
bombing in Vietnam.

Warren said the B-52s are only being armed with guided
bombs. “There are memories in the collective unconscious of
B-52s, decades ago, doing... arguably indiscriminate bomb-
ing,” Warren said.  “Those days are long gone. The B-52 is a
precision-strike weapons platform and it will conduct the
same type of precision strikes that we have seen for the last 20
months.” Several B-52s arrived in Qatar earlier this month to
replace a contingent of newer B-1 bombers that had been
working in Iraq and Syria for about a year. 

Warren also announced that US commandos in northern
Iraq had targeted Suleiman Abd Shabib al-Jabouri, “one of
ISIL’s military emirs and an ISIL war council member.” The
Kurdish regional security council said Jabouri was killed in the
raid, conducted jointly with Kurdish fighters.

Shoving match’ 
The US military has since 2014 led an international coalition

against the IS group in Iraq and Syria after the jihadists cap-
tured vast areas of territory across the two countries. Despite
major gains, including the recapture of the Iraqi city of
Ramadi, the coalition has still not chased IS fighters from Raqa
in Syria or Mosul, as well as several other important towns. 

In Syria, vetted Syrian opposition fighters are clashing with
IS fighters in the north, especially around the Manbij region,
but have recently lost some ground to the jihadists.  It “has
developed into a shoving match,” Warren said. “We will con-
tinue to pressure ISIL but we expect them to fight hard to hold
their ground.”

Additionally, the IS group has tightened the noose on a
regime-held enclave in eastern Syria, overrunning part of the
city of Deir Ezzor, the Syrian Observatory for Human Rights
said.Elsewhere in Syria, a Russian- and US-brokered ceasefire
grew ever more fragile as violence continued to flare up
around Aleppo. IS and other jihadist groups are not party to
the February “cessation of hostilities.” — AFP

US ups pressure on IS with
first B-52 bomber strike

An additional 217 US forces to Iraq

RIYADH: US secretary of Defense Ashton Carter (2nd L) shakes hands with Oman’s Defense Minister Badr bin Saud al-
Busaidi (L) as Saudi Deputy Crown Prince and Defense Minister Mohammed bin Salman (C)and United Arab Emirate’s
Defense Minister Mohammed al-Bowardi (2nd R) look on, while posing for a group picture during the Gulf Cooperation
Council (GCC) Defense Ministrial summit in Riyadh on April 20, 2016. — AFP

Cyprus deportation
of Egyptian

hijacker delayed
NICOSIA: Proceedings to extradite a man accused of hijacking
an EgyptAir plane and diverting it to Cyprus were delayed yes-
terday after a court adjourned the hearing for three weeks.

Handcuffed Egyptian Seif al-Din Mohamed Mostafa, 58,
arrived at court in Nicosia wearing a white T-shirt with the
hand-drawn message “Cici killer” emblazoned on the front in
blue. It was not known if the slogan, accompanied by the
filled in outline of a hand, was a reference to Egyptian
President Abdel Fattah al-Sisi.

Before the suspect entered the courtroom police told him
to button up his shirt to cover the message. During the hear-
ing Mostafa stood quietly while the proceedings were trans-
lated from Greek to Arabic.

The prosecution asked for more time to present their case
as additional documentation is expected from Egypt as part of
the extradition process. Cyprus has approved a request from
Cairo to extradite Mostafa, who reportedly argues that he
faces the death penalty if sent back to Egypt.

However, authorities in Cyprus have said they have written
assurances from Cairo that Mostafa will not face the death
penalty at a trial in Egypt. His defence lawyer Robertos
Vrahimi said Mostafa is claiming asylum. The next hearing will
be on May 13, and the defence did not object to Mostafa
remaining in custody.

He is accused of using a fake suicide belt to seize the
Alexandria-to-Cairo flight on March 29 and force it to land in
Larnaca. Mostafa, described by authorities as psychologically
unstable, has said he acted out of desperation to see his
Cypriot ex-wife and children.

She has been quoted by Cypriot media as describing their
five years of marriage as “hell”. The hijacking ended peacefully
with Mostafa’s arrest, and police say he gave a voluntary state-
ment admitting to the offence. Most of the 55 passengers
were quickly released, but some escaped just minutes before
the six-hour standoff ended. — AFP

NICOSIA: Cypriot security personnel escort Egyptian Seif
al-Din Mohamed Mostafa (C), 58, who is accused of hijack-
ing an EgyptAir plane and diverting it to Cyprus on March
29, to a vehicle following a court hearing yesterday. —

German states urge media
groups to hand over Panama

Papers to prosecutors
BERLIN: Germany’s federal states appealed to media outlets
yesterday to let prosecutors examine the full detail of the
Panama Papers that revealed how offshore firms are used to
stash the wealth of the world’s rich and powerful.

The scandal broke in early April when German newspaper
Sueddeutsche Zeitung said it had received a cache of 11.5 mil-
lion leaked documents from Panama-based law firm Mossack
Fonseca and then shared them with more than 100 other
international news outlets and the International Consortium
of Investigative Journalists (ICIJ).

Sueddeutsche Zeitung has said it would not give the docu-
ments to officials since this would violate the principles of
source protection and freedom of press. The German
Bundesrat, the legislative body representing the 16 federal
states, on Friday passed a resolution calling on Sueddeutsche
Zeitung and the ICIJ to hand over the documents. Tax adminis-
tration in Germany is handled by the federal states. — Reuters


