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HOLLYWOOD, FLORIDA: His general-
election appeal in question, Donald
Trump’s senior team is promising anxious
Republicans that voters will see “a real
different guy” soon after the GOP front-
runner claims his party’s presidential
nomination.

“When he’s out on the stage, when he’s
talking about the kinds of things he’s talk-
ing about on the stump, he’s projecting an
image that’s for that purpose,” Paul
Manafort, who is leading Trump’s  primary
election strategy, told Republican National
Committee members in a private briefing
late Thursday. The Associated Press
obtained a recording of the discussion.

“You’ll start to see more depth of the
person, the real person. You’ll see a real
different guy,” Manafort said. “He gets it,”
Manafort said of Trump’s need to moder-
ate his brash personality. “The part that
he’s been playing is evolving into the
part that now you’ve been expecting,
but he wasn’t ready for, because he had
first to complete the first phase. The neg-
atives will come down. The image is
going to change.”

The message is part of the campaign’s
intensifying effort to convince party lead-
ers that Trump will help deliver big elec-
toral gains this fall,  despite his con-
tentious ways. Yet it also opens him up to
questions about his authenticity.

Republican rival Ted Cruz seized on
the remarks in a radio interview late
Thursday. “I’m actually going to give

Trump a little bit of credit here. He’s being
candid. He’s telling us he’s lying to us,”
Cruz told host Mark Levin. “You look at
what his campaign manager says, is that
this is just an act. This is just a show.” The
Texas senator continued: “When Donald
talks about building a wall, when Donald
talks about enforcing immigration laws,
when Donald talks about, I guess, any-
thing, that it’s all an act, a show.”

The Republican National Committee
gathered at a seaside resort in south
Florida for its annual spring meeting.

While candidates in both parties targeted
primary contests in the Northeast,
Hollywood’s Diplomat Resort & Spa
turned into a palm-treed political battle-
ground.

Senior advisers for Trump, Cruz and
Ohio Gov. John Kasich courted RNC mem-
bers in a series of private meetings on the
resort’s grounds, sometimes sitting at
adjacent tables in the marble-floored lob-
by. Trump’s tightening grasp of his party’s
presidential nomination dominated much
of the hallway discussion. — AP
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Cuba to lift cruise 

ship ban for citizens 

HAVANA: Cuba said yesterday it would lift a ban on
Cubans and Cuban-Americans entering and leaving the
Caribbean island by commercial vessels, opening the way
for cruise operator Carnival Corp to set sail for the coun-
try next week.

Carnival’s May 1 cruise, the first from the United States
to the Communist-run country since the 1959 revolution,
was thrown into doubt when the company triggered a
backlash by refusing Cuban-Americans passage due to a
Cold War-era law.

A statement carried by state-run media said that start-
ing April 26, Cuban citizens would be authorized “inde-
pendently of their migratory status to enter and leave as
passengers and crews of cruise ships.” “This is a positive
outcome and we are extremely pleased. We want to
extend our sincere appreciation to Cuba and to our team
who worked so hard to help make this happen,” Carnival
Chief Executive Arnold Donald said in a statement.

Carnival received approval from the United States last
year to sail to Cuba, and the green light from Havana a
day after US President Barack Obama’s historic visit to
the country in March. The waters between the two coun-
tries have been the scene of mass migration, hijacking
and other crimes in the past, leading Cuba to ban
Cubans from traveling by boat without special permis-
sion, even though restrictions on traveling by air were
lifted years ago.

Protests in Miami, where the company is based, a dis-
crimination suit and criticism by Secretary of State John
Kerry led Carnival to start accepting bookings from
Cuban-Americans earlier this month. The company said it
would postpone the cruise if  necessary, but also
expressed confidence Cuba would rescind the law before
its first ‘Fathom’ adventure, which is expected to begin
sailing to three Cuban cities every fortnight from May 1.

Cuban-born Americans are free to enter their home-
land by air, with around 300,000 arriving every year. The
Cuban statement yesterday said authorities were also
reviewing a ban on citizens from boarding recreational
vessels such as fishing boats and yachts. — Reuters

HARRISBURG, PENNSYLVANIA: Pennsylvania Capitol Police officer R.L.
Evans asks protesters to move to a designated area before a rally for
Republican presidential candidate Donald Trump on Thursday. — AP


