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BEIJING/OSLO: Norwegian online
browser and advertising firm Opera
Software, the takeover target of a
Chinese consortium of Internet firms,
has embedded a tool in its latest desk-
top app that can be used to circumvent
censorship.

Opera said on its blog on Thursday
that the newest version of its desktop
Internet browser, which is targeted at
developers, includes a free built-in
Virtual Private Network (VPN), which can
be used for getting round online censor-
ship. “Regarding China we already have

servers in China and are running this
through a Chinese IT company which is
in compliance with Chinese laws,”
Opera CEO Lars Boilesen told Reuters.
“China is not a huge market for us on
desktop. So this launch has nothing to
do with China,” he said.

Chinese Internet companies are
required to censor any content the rul-
ing Communist Party deems unlawful, a
sweeping power which has been used
to block content that clashes with the
official party line.

China frequently upgrades its

Internet censorship mechanism, which
is widely considered the world’s most
sophisticated and known as the Great
Firewall. This has often rendered VPNs
impotent in China.

Opera is the subject of a $1.28 billion
acquisition by a consortium of Chinese
firms, including web search and security
firm Qihoo 360 Technology Co Ltd and
Beijing Kunlun Tech Co.

Last week the group said it had
received acceptances on its offer for
72.19 percent of the shares in Opera,
below the required level of over 90 per-

cent, and had extended the deadline for
acceptances to May 24. The deal also
needs to be approved by the Chinese
and US  authorities.

Qihoo 360 and Kunlun declined to
comment when contacted by Reuters
on Thursday about whether Opera’s
new VPN tool might affect its bid. Asked
whether installing a built-in VPN in its
browser could be a problem for the
deal, Opera’s Boilesen said it would be
“completely unproblematic”, given it
was running it through a Chinese IT
company already. — Reuters

Chinese takeover target Opera Software embeds browser security tool

WASHINGTON: The Federal Bureau of
Investigation paid hackers more than $1
million to break into the iPhone used by
one of the San Bernardino attackers,
director James Comey said Thursday.
Asked at the Aspen Security Forum in
London how much the US agency paid
for help to get into the phone, Comey
replied, “A lot.” 

“More than I will make in the remain-
der of this job, which is seven years and
four months, for sure. But it was, in my
view, worth it,” Comey said.  Based on
Comey’s salary, listed at about $14,900 a
month, that comes to more than $1.3
million for the hack, the results of which
have still not been divulged.

A video of Comey’s talk was
streamed on the Aspen Security
Institute website. Apple and the FBI
were headed for a court showdown set-
ting national security needs against pri-
vacy principles after the agency took the
smartphone maker to court to force it to
break into the encryption-protected
iPhone 5C.  

The phone had been used by Syed
Farook, who along with his wife
Tashfeen Malik slaughtered 14 people at
a party in San Bernardino, California on
December 2 before dying in a firefight
with police. 

Apple, backed by a broad coalition of
technology giants l ike Google and
Facebook, was fiercely opposed to
assisting the government in unlocking
the phone on grounds it would have
wide-reaching implications on digital
security and privacy.

Comey said the litigation in the case

had inspired a “marketplace around the
world” for people to break into an
Apple 5C running IOS 9, the phone
Farook used.

“Somebody approached us from out-
side of the government and said, ‘We
think we’ve come up with a solution.’
And we tested and tested and tested it,
and then we purchased it.”

He acknowledged the fundamental
principles in conflict in the case and said

he was glad that, at least in this instance,
a way outside the court was found.
“Litigation is not a great place to resolve
hard values questions that implicate all
kinds of things that all of us care about,”
he said. “We have a problem where all of
us share a set of values that are in con-
flict.  We have to figure out how to
resolve privacy and security on the
Internet and on our devices with public
safety.”—  AFP

FBI paid over $1mn 

for iPhone hack

Hawk-Eye guru 

wants umpires 

to edge in front

LONDON: The inventor of the Hawk-Eye ball-tracking
system is behind a new device he hopes will end the
bitterness caused in club games by batsmen who
refuse to ‘walk’. Paul Hawkins has developed a sensor
capable of detecting the slightest nick and hopes to
make it available to amateur players at all levels. The
size of a small coin, the device an be fixed easily to a
bat and linked to an app on the umpire’s smartphone.

Umpires then attach the smartphone to their coats
and record each ball using the phone’s camera, giving
them access to instant replays and, in the case of lbw
(leg before wicket) appeals, showing where the ball
had pitched and whether it would have hit the stumps.

Hawkins told Thursday’s Times he was close to mak-
ing this system available for public use. Although the
sensors cost £25 ($36, 32 euros) he hoped they could
be sold more cheaply. 

The Hawk-Eye tracking system, unveiled in 2000 and
based on missile guidance technology, predicts the path
of the ball after it has hit the batsman’s pad and it now
forms part of international cricket’s Decision Review
System (DRS). DRS also includes expensive aids such as
‘Hotspot’ or ‘Snicko’, which are designed to determine
whether a batsman has in fact edged the ball.

In amateur club cricket, where members of the bat-
ting side are often called upon to umpire whilst their
team-mates are batting, few things can cause as much
rancour as disputed caught behind and lbw decisions.

Many English clubs encourage batsmen to ‘walk’-
that is leave the pitch if they know they have hit the
ball and been caught without waiting for the umpire’s
decision.

However, there have always been batsmen who’ve
insisted on standing their ground and Hawkins’s resolve
to come up with a new system was strengthened by his
experience of playing in a club league match in
Hampshire, southern England, last year. —AFP

SAN FRANCISCO: Google parent Alphabet on
Thursday reported profit climbed 20 percent,
but the rise fell short of investor expectations,
sending shares sharply lower. Alphabet said
that net income hit $4.2 billion in the first
three months of this year, but shares sank five
percent to $721.89 in after-market trades that
followed release of the report.

Revenue in the quarter rose to nearly $20.3
billion compared to $17.26 billion in the same
period a year earlier. The results “represent a
tremendous start to the year,” said Alphabet
chief financial officer Ruth Porat.

“We’re thoughtfully pursuing big bets and
building exciting new technologies, in Google
and our Other Bets, that position us well for

long-term growth.”
In the financial report, Alphabet separates

its money-making engine Google from “other
bets,” a category that covers the California-
based company’s investments in diversifying
into areas such as self-driving cars, high-
speed Internet and smart homes.

Revenue from Other Bets more than dou-
bled in the recently ended quarter to $166
million, but an overall loss of $802 million was
booked, according to the earnings report.

The earnings came a day after the
European Union opened a new antitrust bat-
tle with Google, charging the US tech giant
with abusing the dominance of its Android
mobile phone operating system.

The charges, a year after Brussels took on
Google over its search engine, come as a
huge blow to one of the company’s most
strategic businesses and could change the
face of the global smartphone sector. 

EU Competition Commissioner Margrethe
Vestager said Google had used practices such
as making manufacturers pre-install its mar-
ket-leading search engine as the default in
phones.

Google said it would work with the EU to
show that consumers benefitted from
Android. 

Alphabet earlier this year briefly vaulted
past Apple as the world’s most valuable com-
pany, but on Thursday the iPhone maker was

well ahead of its Silicon Valley rival in market
capitalization.

The reorganization last year under
Alphabet was aimed at providing more trans-
parency to investors as the company moved
into new sectors which may not deliver prof-
its, and led to expectations that some of these
“moonshot” operations could be discontin-
ued or spun off.

Alphabet subsidiaries include Google, Nest
Labs, and Google X labs devoted to big-vision
new technologies such as self-driving cars,
along with such projects as smart “Google
Glass” spectacles, drones, health care and
Google TV — none of which has become a
major source of income. — AFP

Google/Alphabet profit falls short of forecasts


