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NEW DELHI: India’s cricket board has
dropped a $42 million damages claim
against the West Indies over an aban-
doned tour in 2014 after the new World
Twenty20 champions agreed to return
next year, a report said yesterday.

The huge damages claim lodged by the
Board of Control for Cricket in India (BCCI)
had threatened to cripple its cash-strapped
West Indies counterpart which has long
been at loggerheads with its own players.

But BCCI president Shashank Manohar

told Cricinfo the decision to waive the
claim, filed by his predecessor
Narayanaswami Srinivasan’s regime, had
been made after the West Indies agreed to
fulfil their original commitments and the
schedule for the tour should be finalised
next month.

“That is now sorted out because they
are going to come back and play here next
year,” said Manohar.

“They have to complete those (unfin-
ished) games. That was a claim raised by

the board. (We) would be satisfied by them
coming and playing here.” The West Indies
players flew home from India in October
2014 when a long-running pay dispute
came to a head in the middle of the tour.

The two teams had been due to play
five ODIs, three Test matches and a T20
international, but the tourists refused to
play on after the first four ODIs with cap-
tain Dwayne Bravo leading a revolt by
the players.

Bravo was subsequently sacked as skip-

per and has since been an outspoken critic
of the West Indies board. After captaining
the West Indies to victory in the final of the
World Twenty20 in Kolkata earlier this
month, Darren Sammy took a swipe at the
governing body over what he said was a
lack of support for the players.The board
slapped Sammy down but also announced
plans for talks with senior players, many of
whom have not played Test cricket since
2014, turning out instead in lucrative
domestic T20 tournaments. — AFP

India drops $42m claim over aborted Windies tour

NEW DELHI: India is planning to host
its first day/night Test match later this
year as cricket’s global powerhouse
seeks to reverse a decline in atten-
dances, according to senior officials.
Anurag Thakur, the secretary of the
Indian board, said that matches in the
domestic Duleep Trophy would be
played in the evening as a trial run and
administrators would then decide
which ground should host the
day/night Test against New Zealand.  

“We have decided that we will play
one day-night Test match with the pink
ball against New Zealand later this
year,” Thakur said in comments quoted
in Indian newspapers and confirmed by
his office.

“Before that, the Duleep Trophy will

act as a dress rehearsal for the day-night
Test match.”

New Zealand is slated to tour India in
October to play three Tests and five ODIs
and Thakur said that “there are a num-
ber of factors that need to be taken into
account” before the board makes a final
decision.  “We have not zeroed in on the
venue. Things like dew factor, how the
spinners bowl with the pink kookaburra
ball in Indian pitches, we will get an idea
during the Duleep Trophy,” said Thakur.

New Zealand also played in the first-
and so far only-day/night Test which
was staged by Australia in November
last year.  Lindsay Crocker, the New
Zealand board’s head of operations,
stopped short of confirming an agree-
ment on the match but said the idea was

exciting.  “India are quite definitive,
which is quite exciting because they
seem quite committed to the idea. We
hadn’t considered that it would be an
option so there is a bit of water to go
under the bridge from our side,” Crocker
told the Stuff.co.nz website.

While India usually draws full houses
for ODI and Twenty20s, Test matches are
often played out in front of half-full sta-
diums.  If India were to regular stage
day/night Test, the BCCI-which is already
the wealthiest board in world cricket-
could expect to jack up the price for
broadcasting rights.

Its domestic T20 tournament, the
Indian Premier League (IPL), attracts big
television audiences for matches which
are nearly all played at night. — AFP
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LONDON: England seamer Mark Wood has undergone a second
operation in five months on his troublesome left ankle, it was
announced yesterday, but officials hope he will be able to return to
action later in the English season.

“Durham and England pace bowler Mark Wood has undergone
surgery on his left ankle,” said a statement issued by the England and
Wales Cricket Board (ECB).

“Following successful surgery to the front of his left ankle in
November, a further procedure was undertaken yesterday to
address ongoing issues at the back of the ankle.

“Wood will now undertake a period of rehabilitation and begin a
back-to-bowling programme before returning to competitive cricket
later this summer.”

The 26-year-old Wood had to leave England’s tour of the United
Arab Emirates before Christmas, because of the same ankle problem.
His operation means he is now set to miss England’s home series
with Sri Lanka in May and June.

But he could be available when Pakistan arrive in the second half
of the English season. Wood had to scrap an intended comeback
with Durham’s 2nd XI after feeling pain again in his ankle. The
Durham paceman made his international debut last year when he
helped England regain the Ashes on home soil and has so far played
eight Tests and eight limited overs matches for his country. — AFP
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PUNE: Royal Challengers Bangalore captain Virat Kohli (L) plays a shot during the 2016 Indian Premier League(IPL)
Twenty20 cricket match between Royal Challengers Bangalore and Rising Pune Supergiants at The MCA International
Cricket Stadium in Pune yesterday. — AFP

Gayle raises eyebrows 

with ‘Blush’ baby name

NEW DELHI: West Indies batsman Chris Gayle has raised eye-
brows by saying he named his baby daughter “Blush”, a nod to
an infamous sexism scandal which engulfed him in January.

The self-proclaimed “Universe Boss” left many people won-
dering whether the name was genuine after his partner Natasha
Berridge gave birth this week.

Gayle was pilloried over his remark, “Don’t blush, baby” when
he asked an irate Australian TV presenter for a date live on air
during the Big Bash League.

The 36-year-old was fined $10,000 by his club Melbourne
Renegades and later made an apology of sorts, describing his
comments as “a simple joke”. But on Thursday he posted on
Instagram: “We would like to welcome the arrival of our beautiful
daughter ‘Blush’ to this world 2 hours ago”. He later said on
Twitter: “Thank you all for the sweet and kind messages. 

Blush won’t Blush, my baby.” The destructive left-handed
batsman received a number of congratulatory messages from
fans and the cricketing fraternity.  Gayle missed a game for his
Indian Premier League franchise, Royal Challengers Bangalore,
but he may be back in action as early as Sunday. The big-hitting
Jamaican is yet to fire for the Virat Kohli-led side and has scored
just a single run from his two outings so far. — AFP

Chris Gayle during an interview


