
LOS ANGELES: Jake Arrieta tossed the sec-
ond no-hitter of his career and the 15th in
Chicago Cubs history in a 16-0 victory over
the Cincinnati Reds on Thursday. Arrieta got
Eugenio Suarez to fly out to right fielder Jason
Heyward for the final out, and the celebration
was on around the mound. Arrieta, who threw
a no-hitter at Dodger Stadium on Aug. 30 last
season, was greeted with hugs, high-fives and
a Gatorade shower before exiting the field.
Thursday’s result was never in doubt as Kris
Bryant hit two of five Cubs home runs, includ-
ing a grand slam. Bryant tied a career high
with six RBIs.

ROYALS 4, TIGERS 0
Edinson Volquez threw seven scoreless

innings and Mike Moustakas homered as
Kansas City blanked Detroit. Volquez (3-0)
allowed five hits, walked one and struck out
five, lowering his ERA to 1.46. He pitched out
of a bases-loaded jam in the fourth. Kelvin
Herrera and Danny Duffy retired the final six
batters to preserve the shutout.

ORIOLES 3, BLUE JAYS 2
Manny Machado continued his early hot

streak with two hits, the second a tiebreaking
bloop double in the eighth inning that gave
Baltimore a victory over Toronto. Darren
O’Day (1-0) got the win after throwing a
scoreless eighth in which he struck out the
side, and Zach Britton closed it for his fourth
save. Baltimore had come back from an early
two-run deficit,  missing several scoring
opportunities before finally tying the game at

2-2 on a J.J. Hardy sacrifice fly in the seventh.

A’S 7, YANKEES 3
Rich Hill struck out 10 in six innings and

Oakland hit four home runs and to complete
a three-game sweep of New York. Hill (2-2)
allowed two runs (one earned) and three hits
but constantly kept the Yankees off-balance
with his curveball and fastball. He turned in
his 10th career double-digit strikeout game
and second this season. Mark Canha, Khris
Davis and Coco Crisp hit solo homers for the
A’s, and Chris Coghlan added a two-run shot.

MARINERS 10, INDIANS 7 (10 INNINGS)
Robinson Cano hit a two-out, three-run

homer in the 10th inning to lift Seattle over
Cleveland. Cano hit the first pitch thrown to
him by Cody Allen over the wall in center field
for his sixth home run of the season.

MARLINS 5, NATIONALS 1
Marcell Ozuna’s three-run homer over-

shadowed another impressive performance
by Bryce Harper as Miami defeated
Washington to split a four-game series.
Harper extended his RBI streak to eight games
by hitting a solo home run to center field in
the first inning. It was his ninth career hit off
Marlins right-hander Tom Koehler-and six of
them have been homers. Harper leads the
major leagues with 22 RBIs.

TWINS 8, BREWERS 1
Miguel Sano had three hits and three RBI

and Ricky Nolasco went seven innings as

Minnesota posted its first road victory of the
season.

RAYS 12, RED SOX 8
Tampa Bay hammered former team mate

David Price, blew a three-run lead and then
rallied past Boston. Steven Souza Jr snapped
an 8-8 tie with an RBI double in the eighth
inning and the Rays protected that latest lead
to win the rubber game of the three-game
series.

DODGERS 2, BRAVES 1
Yasmani Grandal delivered an RBI double

in the 10th inning to lift Los Angeles past
Atlanta after a 10-inning win the previous
night. Enrique Hernandez singled with one
out and Grandal, who entered the game as a
pinch hitter in the eighth, followed with a
two-base hit to the fence in left-center field
off Alexi Ogando.

ANGELS 3, WHITE SOX 2
Mike Trout’s offensive revival continued

with a two-run homer as Los Angeles sal-
vaged a series split with Chicago. Trout, now
5-for-6 in his last two games, broke a scoreless
tie in the fifth inning of the series finale. He
finished the game 2-for-2, scored once,
walked twice and two RBI.

DIAMONDBACKS 6, GIANTS 2
Paul Goldschmidt had two hits and two

RBIs, Yasmani Tomas hit his third home run of
the season and reliever Tyler Wagner pitched
five scoreless innings for his first career win as
Arizona beat San Francisco. The
Diamondbacks have won five straight and
seven of eight after completing a four-game
sweep of the Giants to move one game above
.500 for the first time this year.

RANGERS 7, ASTROS 4
Texas completed a three-game sweep of

Houston, earning its fourth straight win over-
all. Ian Desmond hit a three-run homer off
Dallas Keuchel to put the Rangers up for good
at 3-1. Texas tacked on another run in the sec-
ond on an RBI grounder from Delino
DeShields and then pushed the lead to 5-1 on
an Elvis Andrus triple in the third. Houston
got a run back in the fourth against A.J. Griffin
on a homer from Colby Rasmus, but the
Rangers kept scoring against Keuchel.

PIRATES 11, PADRES 1
Gerrit Cole tossed six scoreless innings to

lead Pittsburgh past San Diego. Cole (1-2)
allowed four hits, did not walk a batter and
struck out seven as he dominated the Padres
to avert a three-game sweep. — Reuters
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MOSCOW:  Russian Premier League sur-
prise leaders Rostov face a stern test to
their title ambitions when they take on
reigning champions Zenit St Petersburg at
the weekend. 

Rostov, who beat Kuban Krasnodar a
week ago to take top spot, are just one
point ahead of second-placed CSKA
Moscow.  Zenit, who thrashed Spartak
Moscow 5-2 to extend their winning streak
to five matches, sit third, one point further
back. Rostov manager Kurban Berdyev said
he was pleased with his men’s perform-
ance under the circumstances adding he
expected a tough match tomorrow.

“My team live under tough psychologi-

cal pressure since we’ve battled into the
leading group,” Berdyev, who led Rubin
Kazan to their back-to-back Russian tiles in
2008-09, told his club’s official site. 

“But under these circumstances my
men did well. “The meeting with Zenit will
be a tough clash as they’re on the rise after
winning their last five league matches.”

Zenit, who have battled into the nation-
al cup final with a 4-3 penalty shootout win
following a 1-1 draw after extra time at
Amkar Perm on Wednesday, will try to
extend their winning series to boost their
hopes of retaining the title.

Their manager Andre Villas-Boas said
he was confident that his team were capa-

ble of winning the league.
“We’ve won five tough games, against

top teams on tough pitches,” the former
Porto, Chelsea and Tottenham Hotspur
manager told Zenit’s official site.

“We were nine points behind CSKA
(during the season) and now we’re two
points behind Rostov, these have been
some amazing performances. “We will con-
tinue with our spirit and our emotion and
our aim is to win the league and we are
going the right way.”

CSKA, who beat FC Krasnodar 3-1 to
advance into the Russian Cup final, will
face city rivals Dynamo, who have strug-
gled since the Premier League resumed

from the winter break.
CSKA look clear favourites on paper as

Dynamo have lost their last five league
matches but their head coach Leonid
Slutsky warned his men against underesti-
mating their rivals, who need points to
avoid the relegation play-offs.

“I’m satisfied with the result and the
quality of our play,” Slutsky said after the
match with Krasnodar.

“But every new match is an individual
case. And every Moscow derby is a tough
clash regardless of the teams’ positions in
the table. “It will be a big mistake to take
for granted our chances to earn three
points.”  —  AFP

Rostov face challenge from champions Zenit

American League
Eastern Division
W L PCT GB     

Baltimore 10 4 .714 -      
Toronto 8 9 .471 3.5  
Boston 7 8 .467 3.5  
Tampa Bay 7 8 .467 3.5  
NY Yankees 5 9 .357 5      

Central Division
Kansas City 10 5 .667 -      
Chicago White Sox 10 6 .625
0.5  
Detroit 8 6 .571 1.5  
Cleveland 6 7 .462 3      
Minnesota 5 11 .313 5.5  

Western Division
Texas 10 6 .625 -      
Oakland 9 7 .563 1      
Seattle 7 8 .467 2.5  
LA Angels 7 9 .438 3      
Houston 5 11 .313 5      

National League
Eastern Division

Washington 11 4 .733 -      
NY Mets 7 7 .500 3.5  
Philadelphia 7 9 .438 4.5  
Miami 5 9 .357 5.5  
Atlanta 4 11 .267 7      

Central Division
Chicago Cubs 12 4 .750 -      
St. Louis 8 7 .533 3.5  
Cincinnati 8 8 .500 4      
Pittsburgh 8 8 .500 4      
Milwaukee 7 9 .438 5      

Western Division
LA Dodgers 10 6 .625 -      
Colorado 8 7  .533 1.5  
Arizona 9 8  .529 1.5  
San Francisco 7 10 .412 3.5  
San Diego 6 10 .375 4      

MLB results/standings
LA Dodgers 2, Atlanta 1 (10 innings); Seattle 10, Cleveland 7 (10 innings);
Miami 5, Washington 1; Tampa Bay 12, Boston 8; Minnesota 8, Milwaukee 1; LA Angels 3, Chicago White Sox
2; Arizona 6, San Francisco 2; Oakland 7, NY Yankees 3; Baltimore 3, Toronto 2; Chicago Cubs 16, Cincinnati 0;
Kansas City 4, Detroit 0; Texas 7, Houston 4; Pittsburgh 11, San Diego 1.

CINCINNATI: Ben Zobrist #18 of the Chicago Cubs throws to first base to complete a dou-
ble play after forcing out Jordan Pacheco #15 of the Cincinnati Reds in the sixth inning at
Great American Ball Park on Thursday in Cincinnati, Ohio. — AFP

Cubs Jake Arrieta pitches second no-hitter of career


