
S PORTS
SATURDAY, APRIL 23, 2016

ENGLISH PREMIER LEAGUE
Aston Villa v Southampton 7:00
beIN SPORTS 12 HD
Liverpool v Newcastle United 7:00
beIN SPORTS 2 HD
Bournemouth v Chelsea 7:00
beIN SPORTS 9 HD

SPANISH LEAGUE
Rayo Vallecano v Real Madrid 7:00
beIN SPORTS 3 HD
Atletico de Madrid v Malaga 19:15
beIN SPORTS 3 HD
Barcelona v Sporting Gijon 21:30
beIN SPORTS 3 HD
Eibar v Deportivo La Coruna 23:05
beIN SPORTS 2 HD

ITALIAN CALCIO LEAGUE
Internazionale Milano v Udinese 1:45
beIN SPORTS 4 HD

GERMAN BUNDESLIGA
Hertha Berlin v Bayern Munich   16:30
beIN SPORTS 5 HD
FC Koln v Darmstadt 16:30
beIN SPORTS
Stuttgart v Borussia Dortmund 16:30
beIN SPORTS 4 HD
VfL Wolfsburg v FC Augsburg 16:30
beIN SPORTS 6 HD
FC Ingolstadt 04 v Hannover 96 16:30
beIN SPORTS 
Schalke 04 v Bayer 04 Leverkusen 19:30
beIN SPORTS 5 HD

FRENCH LEAGUE
Toulouse v Olympique Lyonnais 18:30
beIN SPORTS 6 HD

Matches on TV 
(Local Timings)

LONDON: In-form Chilean forward Alexis Sanchez
struck twice as Arsenal defeated West Bromwich
Albion 2-0 on Thursday to re-assert their hold on a
Champions League berth in the Premier League.

Booed off following Sunday’s 1-1 draw at
home to Crystal Palace, Arsenal delivered a more
clinical display at the Emirates Stadium as
Sanchez took his tally to five goals in four games,
and 16 for the season, with a first-half brace from
outside the box.

After consecutive draws, Arsenal manager
Arsene Wenger will have been relieved to see his
team record their 500th Premier League victory,
which lifted them above Manchester City and into
third place.

The result also served to keep Arsenal’s title
challenge mathematically alive, but with leaders
Leicester City 10 points above them, the north
London club’s chief objective over their final four
games will be to hold off fifth-place Manchester
United, who they lead by four points.

West Brom, who have lost three successive
games for the first time this season, remain 10
points clear of the relegation zone, but they are
unlikely to feel completely safe until they register
another victory. Rumours of a mass boycott by
disgruntled Arsenal fans were not fully borne out,
but it was possible to discern some 10,000 bare
seats as this re-arranged fixture kicked off.

One of three Arsenal changes from the stale-
mate with Palace saw Aaron Ramsey make his first
start in a month after a thigh injury and the Welsh
midfielder played a part in the hosts’ sixth-minute
opener. The goal was all Sanchez’s own work,
however, as he gathered Ramsey’s square pass,
brilliantly spun away from Sandro and drilled a
low shot into the bottom-left corner.

PENALTY APPEALS 
A sequence of set-pieces briefly offered West

Brom hope and after Sanchez survived a handball
appeal when he flicked the ball against his own
hand inside the Arsenal box, Gareth McAuley hit
the bar with a header from James McClean’s in-
swinging corner.

But Arsenal were soon back on the front foot
and West Brom goalkeeper Ben Foster almost

embarrassed himself by allowing a tame Mesut
Ozil shot to creep between his legs, forcing Craig
Dawson to clear off the line.

In the 38th minute Sanchez made it 2-0, flash-
ing a free-kick past a flat-footed Foster. West Brom
manager Tony Pulis made a double-change at
half-time, sending on Jonas Olsson and Salomon
Rondon for James Chester and Sandro and
switching to a bolder 4-4-2 formation. — AFP

LONDON:  Chasing a gilded finale to a dif-
ficult season, Louis van Gaal’s Manchester
United face an Everton team reeling from
Merseyside derby humiliation in Saturday’s
first FA Cup semi-final at Wembley.

Van Gaal found himself back in the
media’s crosshairs following a 3-0 defeat at
Tottenham Hotspur earlier this month, but
not for the first time this season, his side
responded with a timely burst of wins.

Victory at West Ham United in their FA
Cup quarter-final replay provided the spur
for back-to-back league wins over Aston
Villa and Crystal Palace that have bolstered
United’s quest for Champions League qual-
ification and they will travel to London
with renewed confidence.

“We are further than last year,” Van Gaal

said of his side’s FA Cup progress. “Then it
was the quarter-final, now it is the semi-
final. It means we are better than last year.

“We are in the semi-final and still in the
race for fourth. That was our aim.” A long,
dark English winter is threatening to burst
into a far more pleasant spring for Van
Gaal, who is seeking to steer United to a
first FA Cup final since they lost 1-0 to
Chelsea in 2007.

Uncertainty surrounding the
Dutchman’s Old Trafford future continues
to swirl, with Jose Mourinho and
Tottenham Hotspur manager Mauricio
Pochettino continually touted as potential
successors in the British press.

But success in the FA Cup, which United
last lifted in 2004, allied to a top-four finish

in the Premier League would strengthen
Van Gaal’s hand greatly as he approaches
the final year of his three-year contract.

Furthermore, United’s line-up in recent
weeks has demonstrated the commitment
to youth that helped Van Gaal land the job
in the first place. Marcus Rashford, the 18-
year-old striker who only made his debut in
February, continues to play, and score, with
the coolness of a seasoned professional
and his displays have been supplemented
by the verve of fellow forwards Anthony
Martial, 20, and 23-year-old Jesse Lingard.

MARTINEZ EXPOSED 
The trio’s displays have meant that cap-

tain Wayne Rooney, back in action after a
knee injury, has had to drop into a midfield

role, which is where he is likely to play if
selected against his old club today.

While the worm may be turning, albeit
slowly, for Van Gaal, the same cannot be
said of Everton manager Roberto Martinez,
who is living through the blackest days of
his Goodison Park tenure.

A run of seven games without victory in
the league has definitively ended Everton’s
European ambitions and Wednesday’s 4-0
thrashing at Liverpool left the Spaniard
looking exposed.

Martinez has tasted FA Cup glory once
before, memorably leading Wigan
Athletic to a shock 1-0 victory over
Manchester City in the 2013 final, and he
has called on his players to re-focus as
quickly as possible. —  AFP

Man Utd eye FA Cup solace against shellshocked Everton

LONDON: Arsenal’s Welsh midfielder Aaron Ramsey (R) takes on West Bromwich
Albion’s Beninese midfielder Stephane Sessegnon (L) during the English Premier
League football match between Arsenal and West Bromwich Albion at the Emirates
Stadium in London on Thursday. — AFP

Sanchez double lifts 
Arsenal into third place

MANCHESTER: Manchester City will warm up for
one of the biggest games in their history with a
less glamourous, but no less significant, clash
against Stoke today.

City are just days away from playing 10-time
European champions Real Madrid in their first
Champions League semi-final, with the first leg at
Eastlands on Tuesday.

Lifting the trophy would be a landmark
moment for the club, owned and bankrolled
since 2008 by the Abu Dhabi United Group. But
despite their spending power and the talent in
City’s squad, the current domestic season has not

gone according to plan. Manuel Pellegrini’s third
placed side have failed to mount a Premier
League title challenge in the Chilean’s final cam-
paign in charge before being replaced by Bayern
Munich boss Pep Guardiola.

With four games to go they are not yet certain
of securing the top-four finish that would guaran-
tee them Champions League action next season,
making Stoke’s visit to Manchester an important
fixture in its’ own right even so close to the Real
showdown.

Kevin de Bruyne believes it might have been a
different story if City, two points ahead of fifth

placed Manchester United, had kept their key
players fit at critical stages of the season.

The Belgium international, who scored City’s
winning goal against Paris Saint Germain in the
Champions League quarter-finals shortly after
returning from a knee injury, said: “I will not say
we would be in the title race without injury prob-
lems. But I think we would have some more
points because we didn’t have the opportunity to
rest some players. “Some players were also on the
edge of being tired or being injured so it is not
easy all the time.”Now almost everybody is back
and it gives a different feeling in the group.”

ATTRACTIVE 
As well as the return of de Bruyne, who has

scored 15 goals since signing from Wolfsburg for
a club record £55 million ($78 million) last August,
City also have captain and defensive leader
Vincent Kompany and winger Raheem Sterling
back from injury in a nearly fully-fit squad. David
Silva may not play against Stoke as City, who are
looking for a fourth win in five league games after
dropping points in a 1-1 draw at struggling
Newcastle in midweek, continue to rest their mid-
field playmaker, who has been nursing an ankle
problem, for the clash against Real.  — AFP

City face crucial Stoke clash ahead of Real showdown


