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During the 1980s, air traffic controllers in the
United States of America, which is the
country of laws and human rights, decided

to carry out a full strike, which would’ve halted
operations at all airports across America, and life
would’ve come to a standstill. Despite the warning
by the government, the union did not heed it and
decided to go ahead with the strike. Then one day
before the strike, President Reagan issued a his-
toric decision which did not happen in any coun-
try in the world - the termination of all air traffic
controllers across the United States in one day and
asked the military to take over as they were
trained. At this point, all air traffic controllers
found themselves out on the street without a job. 

The government refused to rehire them despite
their pleas, and new controllers were trained to
assume duties from the military. This is the story
that many Kuwaitis recalled with on the evening
of April 17 through WhatsApp and other social
media to express their anger towards some work-
ers in the oil sector.

We are not writing these words in order to sup-
press freedoms, and we will not pause in front of
those who want to complain, but our words are
written with sadness towards what we saw, read
and heard - the day the citizen cared about his
own interest, ignoring that of the state had come.
Yes, this is what happened Sunday morning when
some workers in the oil sector gathered and
refused to work and made threats - but against
whom? Regretfully, and I write it with pain, to the
“country” - and for what? For some dinars!

Kuwait is our mother and society, so how can
anyone threaten his family? This is what we saw
Sunday morning when the strikers came with
daggers to kill their mother! I will not go into
details, because many wrote in favor or against
the strike, but today I will write in the name of
Kuwait’s daughter a message to every individual
who wants to change the history of my home-
land: If you are oppressed or feel it, and have doc-
uments that prove this, go to court and defend
your right by law and not by hooliganism. I did
not hear my grandfathers and fathers that the
people of Kuwait have taken the road of grudges
towards Kuwait and its people, rather it is known
about us, and this is what makes every Kuwaiti
proud, is that we are forgiving people, peace-lov-
ing and generous. 

But today there come those who want to
change the history of my country - sorry, we will
not allow you to change the attributes of Kuwait
and its people. This is how we were raised, and this
is how we will remain for the sake of Kuwait, not
for a few dinars. 

— Translated by Kuwait Times 

A message from 

Kuwait’s daughter...

Al-Anbaa

By Nermin Al-Houti

Crime
R e p o r t

Reckless driver
Interior Ministry Assistant Undersecretary for Traffic

Affairs Major General Abdullah Al-Muhanna ordered
the detention of a reckless driver after he held a ‘show’
on Fahaheel Expressway. The driver’s car was also
impounded. A security source said that traffic officers
rejected all ‘wasta’ attempts to free the youth.

Pedestrian mugged
Hawally prosecutor asked detectives to look for

unidentified persons who robbed a Bangladeshi man
while posing as detectives. The victim told police he
was robbed of KD 267. — Al-Anbaa

KUWAIT: Criminal detectives led by Major General
Mahmoud Al-Tabbakh arrested three Arab nationals who
conned victims by selling an electronic device they made
buyers believe was worth KD 300, offering it to them for
KD 50, although the device is worth only KD 30. Several
citizens and expats filed complaints that they were
cheated. Investigations identified a person, who was
arrested. The man then confessed regarding the names
of his two partners.

Officer attacked
A police officer who works in a ‘sensitive department’

complained that he was attacked while on duty. The officer
gave police the details of the citizen who attacked him and
deliberately rammed his car, chasing him and filming him
with his mobile. The officer said he showed the attacker his
ID, but he kept pursuing him and ramming his car, until
both reached Nugra police station.

‘Sectarian’ cleric deported
KUWAIT: A Jordanian cleric was suspended and
deported after expressing sectarian opinions in public,
sources said. Minister of Justice, Minister of Awqaf and
Islamic Affairs Yaqoub Al-Sane issued orders to have
cleric Mashour Suleiman suspended after the latter
made sectarian comments on social media recently, in
addition to making similar remarks in the past. 

Two choices
KUWAIT: Interior Ministry officers who own businesses
will soon be given a choice to either resign from the
force or close their business ventures. A list containing
names of officers who own companies in violation of
the law will soon be referred to Deputy Prime Minister
and Interior Minister Sheikh Mohammad Al-Khaled Al-
Sabah to take necessary action against them. 

Bedoon teachers
KUWAIT: The Education Ministry’s Acting Assistant
Undersecretary for Administrative Affairs and
Administrative Development Yousuf Al-Najjar said
there is coordination with the Justice Ministry to deter-
mine the marital status of 49 female bedoon teachers
in order to re-adjust their housing allowance. Najjar
also announced the approval of financial rights for six
committees and the ministry’s working teams. — Al-Rai

News
I n  b r i e f

Teachers summer salaries in May
KUWAIT: Teachers in public schools will receive their pay
for the three-month summer holiday with May’s salary,
Minister of Education and Minister of Higher Education Dr
Bader Al-Essa announced. This covers both Kuwaiti and
expatriate teachers working in public schools. 

Security cards
KUWAIT: Stateless residents or ‘Bedoons’ registered in the
1980 and 1985 censuses and who have security restric-
tions against them will soon receive new security cards
that have a validity of 13 months and are nonrenewable.
Once the cards expire, nearly 9,000 bedoons who hold
them will be required to legalize their status, according to
sources. A stateless residents with ‘security restrictions’
means that he or she has a criminal record or security rea-
son barring him from being considered for naturalization.
A ‘bedoon’ in this case is given a security card as the only
form of identification. 

Cigarette causes fire
KUWAIT: Cigarette pots caused a fire at the Shadadiya
University’s site a few days ago, according to preliminary
investigations. The fire started at the basement of a college
under construction after a cigarette was thrown at some
lumber inside, said Lieutenant General Yousuf Al-Ansari,
Director General of the Kuwait Fire Service Directorate
(KFSD). 

Shell’s contract
KUWAIT: After two years of investigations by the prosecu-
tion, Prosecutor General Dherar Al-Asousi ordered the
complaint submitted by former Oil Minister Hani Hussein
with regards to Shell Oil Co be shelved, because it did not
have what constitutes a crime. An informed source said
the prosecution found that the events mentioned in the
complaint were administrative, so it decided to shelve the
complaint. —Al-Jarida
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Negotiations

Yemeni crisis

KUWAIT: Waleed Al-Khashti, Zain’s Corporate Communications and Relations Director (right) is pictured with
Minister of State for Cabinet Affairs Sheikh Mohammad Abdullah Al-Mubarak Al-Sabah at the event.

KUWAIT: Zain,  the leading
telecommunications company in
Kuwait, successfully concluded its
official sponsorship of the Kuwait
Grand Photography Contest for the
third year running. The contest,
considered the largest of its kind in
the countr y,  came under the
patronage of His Highness the
Prime Minister Sheikh Jaber
Mubarak Al-Hamad Al-Sabah. 

Zain took part in awarding first
place winners during the conclusion
ceremony, which was attended by
the Minister of State for Cabinet
Affairs Sheikh Mohammad Abdullah
Al-Mubarak Al-Sabah, who in turn
honored Zain for its support to the
contest for three consecutive years.  

During his speech at the conclu-
sion ceremony, Waleed Al-Khashti,
Zain’s Corporate Communications

and Relations Director said: “Zain
would like to recognize the efforts
of the organizers of Kuwait Grand
Photography Contest for successful-
ly holding the third version of this
renowned contest.”

Khashti added: Believe in the
importance of contributing to the
development of the arts in the com-
munity, and this is why the compa-
ny was keen on supporting and
encouraging this contest. Zain wish-
es all winners the best of luck in
their creative careers, and we will
continue to be a main supporter of
such initiatives that cater to devel-
oping youth’s creative skills”.

Zain’s support of this competi-
tion for three consecutive years
came as part of its endless efforts to
highlight and support Kuwaiti
youth’s hidden talents, especially

that photography is a hobby that
has tremendous widespread among
youth in Kuwait. 

The previous two editions of
Kuwait  Grand Photography
Contest witnessed overwhelming
local and regional success. This
year’s contest witnessed its inter-
national launch with participation
of judges from Kuwait, Oman, USA,
UK, China, and Italy. 

Zain’s sponsorship of the contest
springs from the company’s core
belief that equipping young people
with skills and tools necessary to
help them navigate their future lives
is an opportunity it should not pass
on. Photography is developing to
become a well-recognized and
regarded profession and Zain is
keen to support its further develop-
ment within the local community.

Zain concludes sponsorship of

Kuwait Grand Photography Contest

Company supported nationwide contest for third year

KUWAT: Kuwait Petroleum Corporation CEO Nizar Al-
Adsani sent an urgent letter to KOC, KNPC, KOTC and PIC
CEOs over the workers’ recent strike and asked them for the
names of workers who were at work during the strike, as oil
sources expected this request aims at rewarding them.
Meanwhile, union sources said KPC’s intentions to reward
workers who worked during the strike is a provocative
matter for striking workers, and it comes out of pressuring
the “strikers” who were demanding their rights, according
to the sources.

Meanwhile, informed sources said today will be decisive
for workers in the oil sector and their representatives from
oil unions, as expectations regarding results of the govern-
ment committee headed by State Minister for Cabinet
Affairs Sheikh Mohammad Al-Abdullah, which is entrusted
with ending the workers’ demands on a legal basis, is
expected to sign a document or an agreement between
unions’ representatives and KPC to end the dispute.

Union source said if guarantees to meet the workers’
demands, based on which the strike was ended, are not
given, all options will be available for further escalation.
They said oil unions have eight major demands and will
not drop or negotiate over them, because they were made
on sound legal basis, court rulings and ratified agreements,
including annual increases, personal grades, car advan-
tages and the government’s undertaking to exclude the oil
sector from the strategic payroll alternative. —Al-Qabas

Workers who

spurned strike
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KUWAIT: National Bank of Kuwait
(NBK) recently welcomed the tenth
batch of trainees in the Shabab
Training Program. This intensive pro-
gram is specially designed to develop
the skills of newly recruited diploma
holding graduates.

NBK Shabab Training Program
extends over a period of two months.
The program is tailored to provide
young Kuwaitis who recently joined
the bank with theoretical and practi-
cal skills covering the different aspects
of the banking industry. 

NBK Shabab program falls within

the framework of NBK’s strategy to
attract and hire qualified nationals.
This program aims at improving
young Kuwaiti skills in order to pre-
pare them as highly qualified Kuwaiti
banking leaders of the future.

Annually, NBK offers many training
programs including NBK Academy,
the Summer Internship Program and
the first of its kind NBK’s Advanced
Academy for High Fliers Program that
teaches key skills including strategic
thinking, leadership skills, building a
culture of excellence, management of
change and innovation as well as

financial management. In collabora-
tion with the renowned Harvard
University, NBK also organizes an
executive training program in line
with the bank’s commitment to devel-
oping and investing in its key resource
and human capital.

NBK maintains its leading position
as one of the country ’s largest
employers in the private sector. NBK
continues its efforts to provide career
and training opportunities for nation-
als and to support the country’s aim
to encourage young Kuwaitis to
assume roles in the private sector. 

KUWAIT: Kuwait Medical Association said that there are no
plans for doctors to go on strike, adding that negotiations
with concerned authorities is the best way to bring views
closer, while keeping the state’s higher interest in mind.
Secretary General of the Association Dr Mohammad Al-
Qinae said the association is the legal and legitimate repre-
sentative of doctors, “so any statement issued in the name
of doctors from outside the association will not be consid-
ered and is a legal violation”. Qinae said KMA is the body
that defends doctors’ rights and continues to defend them
to achieve all goals that enhance medical services. — Al-Rai

KUWAIT: The process of controlling the payment of rent
allowance for non-deserving people at the Public
Authority Housing Welfare stopped 1,281 applications reg-
istered since nearly 30 years, as applicants exhausted all
opportunities and alternatives provided by the authority
from that time until today.

An informed source at the authority said this measure
completes the steps of the authority to control payment of
rent allowance, the latest of which is implementing a new
electronic system that compels citizens to update their
data every two years to guarantee continuity of allowance
payment. The source said the payment halt included appli-
cations registered from 1985 until 1997, estimated at KD
200,000 per month the authority paid to citizens. He said
the housing authority stopped payments to citizens who
were found not serious in applying for housing. —Al-Rai

KUWAIT: ‘Abu Rifaa’ is known not only in Kuwait, but also in
the wider Arab world. He is a suspect in jail, awaiting a court
sentence, and is also awaiting a psychiatric report to deter-
mine his mental condition. He became famous overnight and
is considered ‘number one’ locally on Snapchat with 4.8 mil-
lion followers. The irony is that Abu Rifaa did not seek to
become famous, while those who have sought fame haven’t
got this number of followers.

As for the insults he wrote on his personal account, he said:
“My brain was on leave, and I went through circumstances
that broke my back. I was treating seven of my family mem-
bers who suffer from bipolar disorder to a point when I could
not bear with it and I got the disease.”

He swore that he cannot respond completely to his treat-
ment and cannot sleep comfortably because he regrets what
he said, though he was not aware of what he was saying, as he
claims. He added: “Is there a sane person who swears at his
mother?! I swore at my mother and family, but I was not aware
of what I was doing, and I ask forgiveness from all.”—Al-Qabas
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Mohammed Khaled Al-Othman, NBK’s Deputy General Manager, Consumer Banking Group along with NBK offi-
cials in a group photo with the new trainees. 


