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WASHINGTON: Hillary Clinton can’t win
enough delegates today to officially knock
Bernie Sanders out of the presidential race,
but she can erase any lingering honest doubts
about whether she’ll soon be the Democratic
nominee. After her victory in New York this
past week, Clinton has a lead over Sanders of
more than 200 pledged delegates won in pri-
maries and caucuses. As she narrowed
Sanders’ dwindling opportunities to catch up,
Clinton continued to build on her overwhelm-
ing support among superdelegates - the par-
ty officials who are free to back any candidate
they choose.

In the past two days, Clinton picked up 11
more endorsements from superdelegates,
according to an Associated Press survey.
Factoring in superdelegates, Clinton’s lead
stands at 1,941 to 1,191 for Sanders, accord-
ing to the AP count. That puts her at 81 per-
cent of the 2,383 delegates needed to win the
nomination. At stake today are 384 delegates
in primaries in Connecticut, Delaware,
Maryland, Pennsylvania and Rhode Island.
This group of contests offers Sanders one of
the last chances on the election calendar to
gain ground in pledged delegates and make a
broader case to superdelegates to support
him.

Yet it appears Clinton could do well
enough today to end the night with 90 per-
cent of the delegates needed to win the nom-
ination, leaving her just 200 or so shy. The
Sanders campaign knows a tough battle
awaits in those five states and says it will
reassess its campaign after today. If Sanders
fails to win significantly in the latest primaries,

he won’t have another chance to draw closer
in a big way until California votes on June 7.
“We intend to take the fight all the way to
California,” Sanders said Sunday on ABC’s “This
Week.” Clinton is on track to have hit the mag-
ic number of 2,383 by that point. A look at the
paths forward for the two candidates:

Sanders’ hope 
After losing New York, Sanders needs to

win 73 percent of the remaining delegates
and uncommitted superdelegates to capture
the nomination. That’s not too realistic. So his
campaign is arguing that the Vermont senator
can flip superdelegates at the July convention
in Philadelphia, especially if he were some-
how able to overtake Clinton among pledged
delegates. To do so, Sanders would need to
win 59 percent of those remaining. The
Sanders camp acknowledges that will require
a win in Pennsylvania, the biggest prize today
with 189 delegates. Sanders is trailing Clinton
by double digits in preference polling in the
state. His campaign also believes he can pick
up delegates in Connecticut, where 55 are at
stake.

Sanders would recapture some momen-
tum with such an unexpected big-state win,
but he can’t escape the fact that Democrats
award delegates in proportion to the vote.
Even the loser gets some. That means a close
victory for Sanders in Pennsylvania probably
would be offset by the results in Maryland.
That state, the second biggest prize of the
night with 95 delegates, is a Clinton strong-
hold. The upshot - To catch Clinton, Sanders
needs big wins in the delegate-rich, racially

diverse states still left to hold primary elec-
tions. The problem: His next win by such a
wide margin over Clinton in such a state
would be his first.

Clinton’s path 
If Clinton were to win four or five states

today, as preference polling suggests, she will
extend her pledged delegate lead to about
300. The most likely scenario: big hauls in
Pennsylvania and Maryland, and modest
gains in Delaware, Connecticut and Rhode
Island. At that point, she would need to win
just 35 percent or so of the remaining dele-
gates from primaries and caucuses to main-
tain her lead in pledged delegates. In actuali-
ty, she’s been winning 55 percent so far. More
significantly, doing well today would likely
cement her support among superdelegates.
Clinton now holds a 513-38 advantage among
those party officials. 

An additional 163 superdelegates have yet
to commit, but many have told the AP that
they ultimately will support the candidate
who wins the most delegates in the primaries
and caucuses. Never before have superdele-
gates lifted a candidate to the Democratic
nomination when he or she trailed in pledged
delegates. When superdelegates are included,
Clinton’s lead after an average performance
today would require Sanders to start winning
far more than the three of every four dele-
gates he needs now just to catch up. Do a lit-
tle better than that, and Clinton can reason-
ably expect to clinch the nomination by June
7 - before the first votes are even counted in
California. — AP 

NEW HAVEN: Democratic presidential candidate Sen Bernie Sanders, I-Vt, high-fives supporters during a campaign rally on New Haven Green in New
Haven, Conn on Sunday, April 24, 2016. — AP 

US delegate math 
How Tuesday could close door on Sanders bid 

WASHINGTON: The Obama administration will
soon release at least part of a 28 page secret
chapter from a congressional inquiry into 9/11
that may shed light on possible Saudi connec-
tions to the attackers. The documents, kept in a
secure room in the basement of the Capitol,
contain information from the joint congressional
inquiry into “specific sources of foreign support
for some of the Sept 11 hijackers while they
were in the United States.”

Bob Graham, who was co-chairman of that
bipartisan panel, and others say the documents
point suspicion at the Saudis. President Barack
Obama has hinted the administration might
soon release at least part of the documents, not-
ing that James Clapper, national director of intel-
ligence, has been reviewing the classified pages.
The disclosure would come at a time of strained
US relations with Saudi Arabia, a long-time
American ally. “I hope that decision is to honor
the American people and make it available,”
Graham told NBC’s “Meet the Press” on Sunday.
“The most important unanswered question of
9/11 is, did these 19 people conduct this very
sophisticated plot alone, or were they support-
ed?”

Preliminary police report
Tim Roemer, who was a member of both the

joint congressional inquiry as well as the 9/11
Commission and has read the secret chapter
three times, described the 28 pages as a “prelimi-
nary police report.” “There were clues. There were
allegations. There were witness reports. There
was evidence about the hijackers, about people
they met with - all kinds of different things that
the 9/11 Commission was then tasked with
reviewing and investigating,” the former
Democratic congressman from Indiana said
Friday.

Fifteen of the 19 hijackers were citizens of
Saudi Arabia. The Saudi government says it has
been “wrongfully and morbidly accused of com-
plicity” in the attacks, is fighting extremists and
working to clamp down on their funding chan-
nels. Still, the Saudis have long said that they
would welcome declassification of the 28 pages
because it would “allow us to respond to any
allegations in a clear and credible manner.” The
pages were withheld from the 838-page report
on the orders of President George W Bush, who
said the release could divulge intelligence
sources and methods. Still, protecting US-Saudi

diplomatic relations also was believed to have
been a factor.

Speaking of the Clapper review, Ben Rhodes,
Obama’s deputy national security adviser, said
“when that’s done we’d expect that there will be
some degree of declassification that provides
more information.” Neither the congressional
inquiry nor the subsequent 9/11 Commission
found any evidence that the Saudi government
or senior Saudi officials knowingly supported
those who orchestrated the attacks that killed
nearly 3,000 people. But Graham, the relatives of
victims and some lawmakers think there is rea-
son to further probe possible Saudi links.

Roemer said many questions remain about
the roles of Fahad Al Thumairy, an official at the
Saudi consulate in Los Angeles who allegedly
helped two of the hijackers find housing and
transportation after they arrived in Southern
California. Al Thumairy was later denied entry
into the United States in May 2003 after the
State Department alleged that he might be
involved in terrorist activity. Roemer also wants
to know more about Omar Al Bayoumi, who was
strongly suspected of being a Saudi spy and was
alleged to have been helpful to the hijackers.

A fertile ground
“We did not discover ... Saudi government

involvement at the highest level of the 9/11
attacks,” Roemer said. But he added: “We certain-
ly did not exonerate the Saudis. ... Saudi was a
fertile ground for fundraising for Al-Qaeda.
Some of these issues continue to be problems
today. That’s why we need to continue to get to
the bottom of this.” An Internet site pushing to
get the documents released, 28pages.org,
points to another document declassified in July
2015 that outlined ways in which the commis-
sion could examine possible Saudi links. That 47-
page document lists several pages of individuals
of interest and suggests questions that could be
pursued. One name is suspected Al-Qaeda oper-
ative Ghassan Al Sharbi.

Al Sharbi, who was taking flight lessons in
the Phoenix area before 9/11, was captured in
2002 in the same place in Pakistan as Abu
Zubaydah, a top Al-Qaeda trainer who was
apprehended and waterboarded dozens of
times by US interrogators. The document said
that after Al Sharbi was captured, the FBI discov-
ered some documents buried nearby. One was
Al Sharbi’s pilot certificate inside an envelope
from the Saudi Embassy in Washington,
although it’s unclear whether the license had
been mailed by the embassy or if the envelope
was simply being reused.

A CIA inspector-general report in June 2015
said there had been no reliable information con-
firming Saudi government “involvement with
and financial support for terrorist prior to 9/11.”
But it said also that people in the CIA’s Near East
Division and Counterterrorism Center “speculat-
ed that dissident sympathizers within the gov-
ernment may have aided Al-Qaeda.” The rest of
the chapter, titled “Issues Related to Saudi
Arabia,” is blacked out. A bill directing the presi-
dent to release the 28-page chapter was intro-
duced in the Senate, and nearly three dozen
Republicans and Democrats in the House are
backing a similar resolution.

Reps Walter Jones, R-NC, Stephen Lynch, D-
Mass, and Thomas Massie, R-Ky wrote Obama
last week saying they don’t think releasing the
chapter will harm national security and could
provide closure for the victims’ families.
California Rep. Adam Schiff, the top Democrat
on the House Intelligence Committee, has read
the pages and said this past week that while he
wants to see them declassified to end specula-
tion about what they say, releasing them will not
quell the debate over the issue.—AP
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FLORIDA: Bob Graham speaks in Gainesville,
Fla in this file photo. The Obama administra-
tion will likely soon release at least part of a
28-page secret chapter from a congressional
inquiry into 9/11 that may shed light on pos-
sible Saudi connections to the attackers.
Graham and others say the documents point
suspicion at the Saudis. — AP
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DETROIT: As a Donald Trump
supporter, Nedal Tamer feels
he’s in the minority among
Muslim-Americans, comfort-
able with his choice yet some-
what confounded that he
doesn’t have more company.
Small numbers of Muslims find
comfort, not concern, in
Trump’s strong stance on
immigrants. They see it as
proof that the Republican pres-
idential front-runner could bet-
ter contain extremists than
other candidates. “People have
the wrong idea, even Arabs
and Muslims,” said Tamer, 40,
who works in real estate and
construction and lives in the
Detroit suburb of Dearborn,
which is known for its large
Arab and Muslim population. “I
like the fact that he’s a little
nuts. He’s got the good heart,
he cares about America.”

The discomfort that many
Muslims have with the outspo-
ken billionaire businessman
comes from his suggestion
that Muslims be banned from
entering the United States.
Trump also has said the US
should stop the flow of
refugees from countries where
the Islamic State group has a
significant presence. For some,
it’s hardest to reconcile Trump’s
statement that “Islam hates the
West.” The Associated Press
spoke to a number of Muslims
who back Trump, some of
whom declined to be inter-
viewed. Tamer was born in
Lebanon and immigrated to
the US in the late 1990s from
the United Arab Emirates. He
said Trump is speaking about
extremists, such as the Islamic
State group and those it
inspires, not all followers of the
religion. —AP


