
MANCHESTER: Manchester City midfielder Yaya Toure is expected to miss
his side’s Champions League semi-final first leg against Real Madrid today,
manager Manuel Pellegrini revealed yesterday. The Ivorian did not take part
in City’s final pre-match training session on Monday after picking up a mus-
cular injury towards the end of Sunday’s 4-0 Premier League win over Stoke
City. “I think he’s going to be out,” Pellegrini told a press conference at the
City Football Academy training complex. “He hasn’t recovered from a muscle
injury.” With Toure likely to miss out, Brazilians Fernando and Fernandinho
are expected to be paired together in central midfield. “The two
Brazilian lads have played well when they have played togeth-
er, and in Europe as well,” Pellegrini said. “For example against
PSG (in the quarter-finals). I’m very confident in what they can
provide.” Captain Vincent Kompany, who has struggled
with calf injuries this season, was able to train, having
been rested for the victory against Stoke. While Real
Madrid are chasing an 11th European Cup, City are
appearing in the semi-finals of the Champions
League for the first time. — AFP
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LONDON: Jurors at the inquests into the deaths of 96 Liverpool
fans at the 1989 Hillsborough stadium disaster will deliver their
verdicts today, it was announced. Coroner John Goldring on
Monday told the jury of six women and three men that he did
not require a unanimous verdict on the one outstanding ques-
tion they had still to agree on-whether the Liverpool supporters
were unlawfully killed-and would accept a majority 7-2 or 8-1
decision. The jury continued to consider the issue before return-
ing to tell Goldring that at least seven of them had reached
agreement on this point. Their decisions are now set to be
announced from 11:00am (1000 GMT) today. Goldring explained
the choice of time by telling the jury: “It is so that those families
who could not be here all the time can come. “So it will be tomor-
row that I will ask you formally to return your findings in relation
to the general and individual questionnaires.” On April 6, the jury
retired to consider 14 key questions set out by Goldring, covering
such topics as police planning, stadium safety and, significantly,
whether the fans had been unlawfully killed, after hearing more
than two years of evidence. —AFP
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LONDON: Rory McIlroy will play at this year’s French Open rather than the
WGC-Bridgestone Invitational, saying it will serve as better preparation for the
British Open at Troon. Four-time major winner McIlroy won Bridgestone in

Akron, Ohio two years ago and the event is one of the most presti-
gious on the PGA Tour. But this year it clashes with the 100th

French Open after schedules were tweaked to accommodate
the Rio Olympics. The Paris event, played on the course that will
host the 2018 Ryder Cup, begins on June 30, two weeks before
the year’s third major on Scotland’s west coast. “Le Golf

National might not be a pure links course, but it is traditionally
firm and fast and can throw up some tricky conditions,” said

McIlroy, 26, a native of Northern Ireland. “It is a great test of
golf and I think playing there, as well as staying in Europe, will
be the best way to prepare for The Open at Troon.” The
European Tour decided not to sanction this year’s WGC-
Bridgestone Invitational, meaning prize money earned in it by
European players will not count towards the Race to Dubai or
selection for this year’s Ryder Cup. — Reuters
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SAN ANTONIO: Charley Hoffman, center, poses with his family and trophy after winning the Texas Open golf tournament, Sunday, in San
Antonio. Hoffman’s wife Stacy is at right, and daughter Katelyn, left, and Clair, second from left. — AP

SAN ANTONIO: Charley Hoffman made a 10-
foot birdie putt on the final hole to win the
Valero Texas Open on Sunday for his fourth PGA
Tour victory. The 39-year-old Hoffman closed
with a 3-under 69 at TPC San Antonio for a one-
stroke victory over Patrick Reed. Hoffman fin-
ished at 12-under 276 and earned $1,116,000.
Playing alongside Hoffman, Reed also birdied
the par-5 18th for a 69. He missed birdie putts
inside 8 feet on the par-3 16th and par-4 17th.
Reed, who was born in San Antonio, put the
pressure on Hoffman with a tap-in birdie at the
18th after reaching the fringe on the 595-yard
hole in two. His shot to the green came from the
left-hand rough, and had to clear an oak tree
and creek in front of the green. Hoffman fol-
lowed by hitting his third shot from a greenside
bunker to set up his birdie. Hoffman also won
the 2007 Bob Hope Chrysler Classic, 2010
Deutsche Bank Championship and 2015 OHL
Classic at Mayakoba. Chad Collins was a career-
best third at 10 under after a 69. He birdied four
of the last five holes.

SWINGING SKIRTS LPGA CLASSIC
Haru Nomura held on in strong wind to win

the Swinging Skirts LPGA Classic for her second
LPGA Tour victory of the year. The 23-year-old
Japanese player closed with a 1-over 73 in
steady 35-40 mph wind at Lake Merced to finish
at 9-under 279 and beat South Africa’s Lee-Anne
Pace by four strokes. Nomura won the Australian
Women’s Open in February, pulling away to beat
top-ranked Lydia Ko by three strokes for her first
LPGA Tour title. Nomura was projected to jump
from 36th to 23rd in world ranking. She joined
Ko and Ha Na Jang as the only two-time winners
this season. Pace bogeyed the first five holes in a
74. Ko shot a 75 on her 19th birthday to tie for
sixth at 1 under. The New Zealander won the
tournament the previous two years. Michelle
Wie withdrew because of neck spasms after
playing the first 15 holes in 11 over.  Wie was 16
over after opening with rounds of 73, 73 and 75.

BASS PRO SHOPS LEGENDS OF GOLF
Woody Austin and Michael Allen won the

PGA Tour Champions’ Bass Pro Shops Legends of
Golf at Big Cedar Lodge, giving Austin two
straight victories and three in the last four
events on the 50-and-over tour. Allen made an
18-foot birdie putt on the final hole for a one-
stroke victory over David Frost and Roger
Chapman. Austin and Allen shot a 6-under 48 in
breezy conditions, playing nine holes of modi-
fied alternate shot and nine of better ball on the
par-3 Top of the Rock course. They finished at 23
-under 156. Austin won the Tucson
Conquistadores Classic last month in Arizona for
his first senior title and took the Mitsubishi
Electric Classic last week in a playoff in Georgia.
Allen has eight senior titles. Frost and Chapman
also shot a 48. Larry Nelson and Bruce Fleisher
completed a wire-to-wire victory in the Legends
Division for players 65 and older, beating John
Bland and Graham Marsh by two strokes. Nelson

and Fleisher shot a 4-under 23 in a better-ball
nine to finish at 19-under 116. Bland and Marsh
also had a 23.

SHENZHEN INTERNATIONAL
South Korea’s Lee Soo-min pulled away in

yesterday’s finish to win the rain-interrupted
Shenzhen International for his first European
Tour victory. The 22-year-old Lee completed a 1-
under 71 at Genzon Golf Club for a two-stroke
victory. He birdied the par-3 16th, eagled the
par-5 17th and bogeyed the par-4 18th to finish
at 16-under 272. Lee was tied with England’s Lee
Slattery and France’s Alexander Levy when play
was suspended Sunday. Dutchman Joost Luiten
and South Africa’s Brandon Stone tied for sec-
ond, each shooting 68. Slattery and Levy each
shot 71 to tie for fourth at 13 under with
Australia’s Scott Hend. Hend closed with a 66 on
Sunday. Bubba Watson shot a 66 on Sunday to
tie for eighth at 10 under.

EL BOSQUE MEXICO CHAMPIONSHIP
Wesley Bryan won the El Bosque Mexico

Championship for his second Web.com Tour title
of the year, shooting a 5-under 67 for a four-
stroke victory. Bryan finished at 19-under 269 at
El Bosque and earned $117,000 to jump from

second to first on the money list with $260,820,
more than enough to wrap up a PGA Tour card
for next season. The 26-year-old former
University of South Carolina player won the
Chitimacha Louisiana Open last month for his
first tour title. Third-round leader Brad Fritsch,
the Canadian coming off a victory two weeks
ago in the Servientrega Championship in
Colombia, had a 73 to tie for second with Richy
Werenski. Werenski closed with a 66.

GUARDIAN RETIREMENT CHAMPIONSHIP
Brittany Altomare won the Guardian

Retirement Championship at windy Sara Bay,
beating Denmark’s Nicole Broch Larsen with a
birdie on the fifth hole of a playoff. Altomare
closed with a 2-under 70 to match Broch Larsen
at even-par 70. Broch Larsen had a 75. After
Altomare and Broch Larsen each parred the par-
5 18th four times before Altomare broke
through for her first career victory with a 4-foot
birdie putt. The 25-year-old former University of
Virginia player from Shrewsbury, Massachusetts,
earned $16,500. She expects to play in the next
six LPGA Tour events are gaining status at the
money-list reshuffle. Thailand’s Sherman
Santiwiwatthanaphong was third at 3 over after
a 70.—AP
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SAN FRANCISCO: Haru Nomura of Japan poses with the winner’s trophy after winning the
Swinging Skirts LPGA Classic presented by CTBC at the Lake Merced Golf Club on Sunday in
San Francisco, California. — AFP

ANS: Wouter Poels said winning Liege-
Bastogne-Liege was a “dream come true”
almost four years after a crash almost
ended his career. The 28-year-old
Dutchman suffered a ruptured spleen
and kidney, three broken ribs and
bruised lungs in a crash on stage six of
the 2012 Tour de France.

“Some doctors were saying it would
be better to stop riding a bike, so now to
win Liege is really amazing: like a dream
come true,” said the Team Sky rider.

More known as a specialist climber
whose previous best results came at
stage races of up to one week, Poels
hopes this win will help him take the
step up to Grand Tour leader for his
team. “I hope I can go next year maybe
in a Grand Tour for my own chances,”
said Poels, who will be one of Chris
Froome’s chief lieutenants at July’s Tour
de France.

“I don’t know if it will be the Tour-
Chris is outstanding in that. I also have
to show I can do that, I hope with this
victory I can speed up (the process to
becoming a Grand Tour leader) a little
bit-we’ll see.”

Poels had come fourth in Wednesday’s
Fleche Wallonne, already his best ever
result in a one-day classic, and before the
race Froome-who came home 112th,
more than 10 minutes back-had said he
would be riding for Poels and Polish
team-mate Michal Kwiatkowski.

When the race got to the business
end after more than six hours of riding
through cold, snow, rain and hail, Poels
showed great maturity and strength in
riding at the front, ensuring he could
react when Michael Albasini launched
his attack in the final 3km.

SPRINT FINISH
Only Poels, Ruis Costa and Samuel

Sanchez managed to follow it. In the
sprint finish, Sanchez had no strength
left, Costa faded and Albasini didn’t have
the kick to overtake Poels who had
struck out for home first. “You always
hope for a really nice victory, you dream
about it but that you can win it now on a
day like this is really amazing, it’s a really
special feeling,” said Poels.

“So I’ll enjoy it!” He added: “When I
passed the finish line I really couldn’t
believe it. “It’s an amazing feeling, an
amazing victory, the highlight of my
career!” Switzerland’s Albasini revealed
he’d initially expected to be riding to
help Australian team-mate Simon
Gerrans, the 2014 winner in Liege.  “At
the end I was still there and he wasn’t
feeling good so it was up to me to make
the race,” said the 35-year-old.

“I tried to stay with the leading posi-
tions to cover any attacks.  “On the cob-
bles I knew I was going to just ride at my
own tempo. Sometimes it’s easier to just
follow your own tempo (than that of oth-
ers).  “I was surprised that I was the
strongest, although in the end I think I
was one of the strongest and not the
strongest because the strongest won!”

While the favourites including defend-
ing champion Alejandro Valverde failed
to match the attacking move by Albasini,
Costa denied that it was a surprise result.

“At the end there was no Valverde
and no Purito (Joaquim Rodriguez) but
there were other guys,” said the 29-year-
old Portuguese, world champion in
2013.  “With the day and the weather we
had it was really the best vying for victo-
ry at the end.” —AFP
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By Abdellatif Sharaa

KUWAIT: Kuwait Shooting Sport Club
(KSSC) will organize its final tournament
for the season with the generous sup-
port from the family of the Late Sheikh
Sabah Al-Salem Al-Humoud Al-Sabah
from Thursday 28/4 until Saturday 30/4.

The Late Sheikh Sabah Al-Salem Al-
Humoud Al-Sabah shooting tournament
will be in the Skeet, Trap, Double Trap,
10m air pistol and rifle and Olympic
archery. 

Secretary General of Kuwait and Arab
Shooting Federations Obaid Munahi Al-
Osaimi lauded the major role of the late
Sheikh family in patronizing this annual
tournament on which the club depends
to discover promising talents that sup-
port the club’s future plans and maintain
its achievements at the international
level. He added that the club is proud to
organize this annual championship as
many shooters look for winning it.

Al-Osaimi also lauded the role of
Information Minister, State Minister for
Cabinet Affairs, Honorary President of
KSSC Sheikh Salman Sabah Al-Salem Al-
Humoud Al-Sabah for his continued
support of the shooting sport and his
encouragement of club shooters, as he
is keen on organizing this tournament
annually to allow for new skilled shoot-
ers to be discovered.
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LONDON: Yorkshire coach Jason Gillespie
insisted yesterday he was committed to
the reigning English county champions
after being linked with a role as Australia’s
bowling coach.

The former Australia fast bowler has
forged a fine reputation as a coach during
four years in charge of Yorkshire, helping
the Headingley club return to the First
Division and then overseeing their back-
to-back County Championship titles that
have left the White Rose bidding for three
in a row this season.

Last year saw Gillespie touted as a can-
didate to replace England coach Peter
Moores before the job went to compatriot
Trevor Bayliss.

Australia coach Darren Lehmann, who
played cricket alongside Gillespie for
South Australia and Australia,  said last
week in a radio interview that his old
team-mate would “certainly be at fore-
front with other bowling coaches” when
they looked to appoint a successor to
Craig McDermott, who stepped down in
March. But the 41-year-old Gillespie, who

took 259 wickets in 71 Tests, said Monday
he had no immediate plans to leave
Yorkshire, telling the county’s website: “I
haven’t had any contact, so there’s noth-
ing to report to be honest.

“If anything changes, I’ll let you know.
At this point, it’s just focusing on my role
here,” added Gillespie, who has also
coached the Adelaide Strikers in
Australia’s Twenty20 Big Bash League.

“There is still a lot to do at Yorkshire
and I solely want to concentrate on help-
ing this team win cricket matches.

“You don’t rule out opportunities in
the future. It’s whether you feel like you
can make a difference in any job that
comes available. 

“It’s well documented that I’ve got four
kids under the age of 10. My eldest
daughter, she’s 21, has just had a little girl.
So family is important, and it should be an
important consideration. “Any job that
comes up, certainly, I’ve always said family
comes first. “If any opportunities come up
in the future, that would certainly be a
consideration.” —AFP


