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NEW DELHI: Two leading Indian sprint-
ers’ Olympics hopes were up in the air
yesterday after a power cut during a
qualifying event meant their apparently
record-breaking performances could
not be officially classified.

The outage during Sunday’s Indian
Grand Prix led to farcical scenes, with
organisers having to use hand-held
clocks to record the times after electron-
ically powered digital timers and wind
gauges packed up.

Four new national records were
clocked at the event in New Delhi’s

Jawaharlal Nehru Stadium, while two
athletes ran below the qualifying time
for the Rio games beginning in August.

But their joy was short-lived when it
was confirmed their times would not be
ratified and they would instead have to
try again at another event later this
week. Amiya Kumar Mallick was timed
running the 100 metres in 10.09 sec-
onds, which not only shattered the
national record by 0.21 seconds but was
also quicker than the Olympic qualifica-
tion mark of 10.16 seconds.

Srabani Nandaware won the

women’s 100 metres in 11.23 seconds,
apparently breaking the 16-year-old
national record of 11.38 seconds and
faster than the Rio qualification time of
11.32 seconds.

“It’s disappointing because I know I
had run a quick time. But it will not
count for anything because the elec-
tronic timing was not working,” Mallick
was quoted as saying by the Indian
Express.

The stadium, which was built for the
1982 Asian Games and was the main
venue for the 2010 Commonwealth

Games, is managed by the Sports
Authority of India which was not imme-
diately available for comments yester-
day. But an official at the Athletics
Federation of India, which organised the
event, said stadium administrators had
blamed the blackout on a transformer
fire. “There were generators there but
still they said there is no back up,” the
official,  speaking on condition of
anonymity, told AFP.

Sunny Joshua, president of the Delhi
Athletics Association which co-hosted
the event, said the outage happened

just as the competition began.
“It happened all a sudden just before

the start of the meet. We didn’t even get
the back up, so it was very disappoint-
ing,” Joshua told AFP.

“But let’s not play the blame game. I
don’t think anybody would do this on
purpose. It has happened for the first
time in 30 odd years, so I hope it’s just a
one-time incident,” he added. The ath-
letes will have another shot at booking
a Rio berth during the Federation Cup,
which is due to be held at the same ven-
ue from April 28-30. —AFP

Blackout leaves Indians’ Olympic dreams in limbo

HOUSTON: Dwight Howard #12 of the Houston Rockets is grabbed by Marreese Speights #5 of the Golden State Warriors as Ian Clark #21 looks
on at Toyota Center on Sunday in Houston, Texas.  — AFP

HOUSTON: Klay Thompson scored 23 points as
the Golden State Warriors set an NBA playoff
record with 21 3-pointers to overcome another
injury to Stephen Curry and beat the Houston
Rockets 121-94 on Sunday for a 3-1 series lead.
Curry returned after missing two games with a
sprained right ankle but did not play in the sec-
ond half after spraining his right knee. He slid
awkwardly to the court while defending on the
last play before halftime and immediately
grabbed his knee. He got up and looked to have
trouble putting weight on it before jogging with
a limp to the locker room. He came out with the
team after halftime but sat on the bench for
most of the warmup time. After talking with
coaches, he returned to the locker room. Golden
State was just fine without him thanks to 3-point
shooting that led to a 41-point third quarter. The
Warriors beat the NBA record they shared for 3s
in a playoff game when Brandon Rush made one
from the top of the key with about 2 1/2 minutes
left. Golden State hosts Game 5 on Wednesday.
Dwight Howard led Houston with 19 points and
15 rebounds while James Harden had 18 points,
10 assists and seven steals.

CAVALIERS 100, PISTONS 98
Kyrie Irving scored 20 of his 31 points in the

second half as Cleveland held on to finish off a
four-game sweep of Detroit. The Cavs advance
to the second round to play either Atlanta or
Boston. LeBron James had 22 points for
Cleveland but it was Irving who made the
biggest shots all night. His midcourt buzzer
beater put the Cavs up 81-78 after the third
quarter, and with Cleveland clinging to a one-
point lead in the final minute, he calmly sank a
3-pointer from the right wing with 42 seconds
remaining. Detroit still had a chance at the end
but Reggie Jackson’s shot at the buzzer was off
the mark.

SPURS 116, GRIZZLIES 95
Kawhi Leonard scored 21 points as San

Antonio routed Memphis to sweep the best-of-
seven series and advance to the Western
Conference semifinals. The Spurs finished off
their ninth sweep of a postseason series in fran-
chise history, their third against the Grizzlies. San
Antonio also swept Memphis in the 2004 first
round and the 2013 Western Conference finals.
The only thing that delayed the Spurs advancing
was a power surge that knocked out the lights,
stopping the game for about 20 minutes in the
second quarter. San Antonio now awaits the
winner of Oklahoma City-Dallas, a best-of-seven
series that the Thunder lead 3-1. LaMarcus
Aldridge scored 15 points and grabbed 10
rebounds for the Spurs. Tony Parker added 16
points. David West had 11. Lance Stephenson
scored 26 points off the bench for the Grizzlies.
Zach Randolph and Matt Barnes each had 15
points and Vince Carter 14.

CELTICS 104, HAWKS 95, OT
Isaiah Thomas scored 28 points, hitting a cor-

ner 3-pointer with 30 seconds left in overtime and
then adding a pair of clinching free throws, as
Boston sent its first-round playoff series back to
Atlanta tied at two games apiece. Paul Millsap

scored 45 for the Hawks - a career playoff high and
one off his all-time best - and added 13 rebounds.
Marcus Smart scored 20 points - including 11
straight for Boston in the fourth quarter - and
Jonas Jerebko had 16 points and 10 rebounds.
Game 5 is Tuesday night in Atlanta. — AP

Spurs, Cavaliers sweep, Warriors 
win despite Curry injury setback

NEW YORK: John Tavares tied the game in
the final minute of regulation then scored
the winner in the second period of over-
time to lead the New York Islanders past
the Florida Panthers 2 -1 Sunday night and
into the second round of the playoffs for
the first time since 1993. Tavares skated in
and fired an initial shot that Roberto
Luongo saved but the New York captain
got the rebound, wrapped around the net
and stuffed the puck in to end the longest
home game in Islanders history. The
Islanders will next face Tampa Bay. Thomas
Greiss finished with 41 saves in the teams’
second straight two-overtime game and
third in the series to go past regulation. The
Islanders won Game 3 here 4-3 in the first
extra period, and took Game 5 in Florida 2-
1 at 16 minutes of the second OT. Jonathan
Huberdeau scored late in the first period
for Florida while Luongo stopped 49 shots
for the Panthers.

CAPITALS 1, FLYERS 0
Nicklas Backstrom scored and Braden

Holtby had 26 saves as the Washington
Capitals beat the Philadelphia Flyers to
advance to the Eastern Conference semifi-
nals. The Capitals, who won the series in six
games, will play the Pittsburgh Penguins,
setting up a marquee matchup of Alex
Ovechkin vs. Sidney Crosby. Ovechkin had

an assist on Backstrom’s second-period
goal that was easily enough against the
Flyers. Riding the momentum of Michal
Neuvirth in net, the Flyers won two straight
to force an unlikely trip home. Neuvirth was
sensational again but the Flyers were ulti-
mately doomed by a power play they could
not cash in against Holtby. The Flyers wast-
ed nearly 2 minutes of a 5-on-3 power play
in the second period that made a critical
difference.

STARS 5, WILD 4
Jason Spezza scored his fourth goal of

the series and added three assists as goalie
Kari Lehtonen and the Dallas Stars needed
every last one of them to hold off the
Minnesota Wild to wrap up the first-round
as the Wild came within a fraction of an
inch of tying it with 34 seconds remaining
when Nino Niederreiter whacked at a loose
puck in the crease. Freeze-frame replays
showed it in the net, but not quite fully
across the goal line as it connected with
Lehtonen’s right pad, a close call that was
upheld by review. John Klingberg, Patrick
Sharp, Jamie Benn and Alex Goligoski also
scored for the Stars, who moved on to face
the winner of the Chicago-St. Louis series,
which is level at 3-3. The Blues host the
Blackhawks in their decisive Game 7 on
Monday night.— AP

Islanders eliminate 
Panthers with 2-1 win

AUBURN HILLS: LeBron James #23 of the Cleveland Cavaliers takes a fourth quarter shot over
Reggie Jackson #1 of the Detroit Pistons in game four of the NBA Eastern Conference quarter-
finals during the 2016 NBA Playoffs at the Palace of Auburn Hills in Auburn Hills, Michigan.
Cleveland won the game 100-98 to win the series.  —AFP

NEW YORK: Alan Quine #10 of the New York Islanders flies over Reilly Smith #18 of
the Florida Panthers in Game Six of the Eastern Conference First Round during the
2016 NHL Stanley Cup Playoffs at the Barclays Center on Sunday in the Brooklyn bor-
ough of New York City. The Islanders won the game 2-1 in double overtime to win the
series four games to two. — AFP

THE HAGUE: A sea of red and white flood-
ed Rotterdam yesterday as tens of thou-
sands of Feyenoord fans hailed their team’s
Dutch Cup victory which ended an eight-
year trophy drought.

Feyenoord Rotterdam’s 2-1 defeat of
Utrecht late Sunday sparked celebrations
on the streets of the port city, and the team
were greeted Monday as conquering
heroes at the town hall.

“It’s fantastic to see all these people
here,” said captain Dirk Kuyt, looking down
on the tide of fans packed into the city’s
historic Coolsingel street. “What better
place could we celebrate?” he told public
broadcaster NOS.

Dressed in smart suits, the team hoisted
the silver cup aloft from the town hall bal-
cony, as the fans, who had braved driving
rain and hail, chanted and sang below.

Mayor Ahmed Aboutaleb thanked the
players “for this magnificent present for the
city of Rotterdam” and praised the support-
ers for their “exceptional behaviour” during
spontaneous celebrations late night cele-
brations Sunday in the city.

The Dutch news agency ANP said the
tribute had been deliberately held at mid-

day Monday in order to avoid any trouble
in the city. But part of the street had to be
temporarily closed as so many jubilant fans
turned out. According to Feyenoord’s offi-
cial website some three million people
watched the match live, as the club
claimed the trophy for the 12th time in its
history-but for only the first time since
2008. “The club has not won a lot of tro-
phies in recent years, but the fans have
always supported us. We have been down,
but we have got back up again. And we
have had fantastic results, even though we
have had some formidable adversaries,”
said Kuyt. “That’s why we deserved the cup,”
the 35-year-old ex-Liverpool and former
international star said.

In their glory days Feyenoord beat Celtic
2-1 to win the 1970 European Cup, and if
they clinched the last of their 14 Dutch
league titles back in 1999, they did win the
UEFA Cup in 2002 with a memorable 3-2
win over Borussia Dortmund.

Currently coached by Giovanni van
Bronckhorst they now sit third in the Dutch
league with two games remaining, 21
points adrift of the top two, Ajax and PSV
Eindhoven. —AFP

Thousands of Feyenoord 
fans celebrate Cup win

ROTTERDAM:  (L-R) Dutch Feyenoord Rotterdam football coach Giovanni van
Bronckhorst, Feyenoord Rotterdam football team forward Dirk Kuyt and Mayor
Ahmed Aboutaleb hold the cup as they celebrate the Feyenoord’s victory in the
Dutch KNVB Cup in front of the City Hall of Rotterdam, yesterday. — AFP


