
ROME: Roma’s midfielder from Belgium Radja Nainggolan (2ndL) fights for the ball with Napoli’s forward from Argentina Gonzalo Higuain and Napoli’s midfielder from Slovakia Marek Hamsik (R) during the Italian Serie A football
match AS Roma vs Napoli yesterday at the Olympic Stadium in Rome.  — AFP 
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Juventus clinches 5th straight Serie A title
ROME: Juventus clinched its fifth straight Serie
A title with three matches to spare after Napoli
was beaten 1-0 at Roma yesterday, capping an
impressive run after a difficult start to the sea-
son. Juventus won 2-1 at Fiorentina on Sunday
and Napoli needed to beat Roma to prevent
the Bianconeri from celebrating. It’s the first
time a team has won Serie A after losing four of
its opening 10 matches.

“I always say that you grow amid hardships,
so considering our path, I’ve got even more
pride,” Juventus manager Massimiliano Allegri
wrote on Twitter. Allegri also attached a tweet
he made in August: “Serie A isn’t a 100-meter
final; it’s a marathon: You need to be patient to
find the right rhythm.”

Radja Nainggolan scored for Roma one
minute from the end on a play that began with
Roma’s 39-year-old captain Francesco Totti.
Juventus leads Napoli by 12 points, with Roma

two points further back in a tight race for sec-
ond and the last direct berth in the Champions
League. “Now we’ve got to win all of the
remaining matches,” Nainggolan said. It was
Juve’s 32nd Italian league title - not including
the two honors that were taken away after the
2006 match-fixing scandal known as Calciopoli.
Known as the “Old Lady” of Italian football,
Juventus also became the first club to win five
straight titles twice.

Without a match to attend, Juventus fans
celebrated in Turin’s central Piazza San Carlo.
Juventus players danced around at the club’s
training center, wearing championship T-shirts
with a big ‘34’ on the back, which includes the
two titles that were taken away.

Monday is Liberation Day in Italy, a national
holiday. Last-place Hellas Verona beat AC Milan
2-1 with a stoppage-time free kick from Luca
Siligardi. Giampaolo Pazzini equalized with a

penalty in the second half after Jeremy Menez
had given Milan an early lead. Milan has won
only one of three matches since Cristian Brocchi
was hired to replace fired manager Sinisa
Mihajlovic.

Later, relegation-threatened Carpi will play
Empoli. Standouts Andrea Pirlo, Carlos Tevez
and Arturo Vidal left Juventus after last season
and the Bianconeri struggled with only one win
in their opening six matches. But as the newly
signed Paulo Dybala and Mario Mandzukic
began to make an impact, Juventus eventually
turned things around.

DYBALA  LEADS
Dybala leads Juve with 16 goals and the

team hasn’t lost in Serie A since October - a run
of 25 matches that includes 24 wins and one
draw. Following his two-goal performance in a
3-2 comeback win over Torino, Totti came on

nine minutes from the end and lofted the ball
into the area before Mohamed Salah slid it back
to Nainggolan for Roma’s winning strike.

Gonzalo Higuain, the Napoli forward who
tops Serie A scoring this season with 30 goals,
returned from a three-match ban for severe
protests with the referee. It didn’t take Higuain
long to be involved in more controversy, this
time by hitting Kostas Manolas in the left eye as
he tried to hold off the Roma defender. Higuain
got away without a yellow card while Manolas
had to be replaced by Ervin Zukanovic as he
struggled with his vision.

Napoli forward Jose Callejon then had a goal
wiped off for a debatable offside call and Roma
goalkeeper Wojciech Szczesny stopped Higuain
with a well-timed save.

Szczesny also denied Higuain several times
in the second half and Napoli captain Marek
Hamsik had an attempt into an empty net

deflected by a defender in the 83rd.
Juventus last won five consecutive titles

from 1931-35. Inter Milan was the previous
Italian club to win five straight titles, from 2006-
10 - its first in that  streak coming when
Juventus was stripped of the honor for
Calciopoli. “This is the best one because this
season has really been crazy and incredible,”
Juventus goalkeeper and captain Gianluigi
Buffon said Sunday. “It shows the technical and
moral strength of the team, and the desire not
to give up and continue surprising.”

Last month, Buffon broke a 22-year-old Serie
A record by not conceding a goal for 974 con-
secutive minutes. He also saved a late penalty
against Fiorentina on Sunday.

Juventus faces Milan for the Italian Cup title
on May 21, having been eliminated from the
Champions League by Bayern Munich in the
Round of 16. —AP

LONDON: Until this season
Manchester City’s progression in the
Champions League could be meas-
ured in baby steps but today they
can make a huge leap forward when
they host Real Madrid in their first
European semi-final for 45 years.

The Abu Dhabi-backed English
club have already broken new
ground this season, moving past the
last 16 stage that proved their limit
for the past two seasons having
failed even to survive the group
stage prior to that.

In seeing off Paris St Germain,
who have similar financial muscle, in
the quarter-finals they delivered a
powerful statement of intent to
reach their first semi-final since a
European Cup Winners’ Cup defeat

by Chelsea in 1971. They also kept
alive the intriguing possibility of a
Milan final against Bundesliga giants
Bayern Munich, whose manager Pep
Guardiola will take over the
Manchester City hot seat from for-
mer Real Madrid manager Manuel
Pellegrini next season.

First, however, City ’s defence
must find a way of keeping Cristiano
Ronaldo, Gareth Bale and Karim
Benzema quiet at their Etihad
Stadium so as to arrive at their
opponents’ Santiago Bernabeu
fortress with something tangible to
hang on to. Ronaldo has scored 47
times this season, including 16 in
just 10 Champions League appear-
ances, but Pellegrini says he knows
how to stop the Portuguese goal
machine. “I knew all about him from
(my team) playing (against)
Manchester United when I was at
Villarreal,” Pellegrini said. “We played
them four times in the Champions
League and each time it was 0-0, so
defensively we must have been
doing something right.”

UNSTOPPABLE REAL
While City’s recent form has been

on the rise, if a little late to stop the

Premier League’s fairytale title
hunters Leicester City, Real have
been almost unstoppable of late as
they try and chase down Barcelona
in La Liga. Since the beginning of
March Zinedine Zidane’s side have
won nine La Liga games in a row
and even when they suffered a hic-
cup in a 2-0 defeat by Wolfsburg in
the Champions League quarter-final
they responded with a 3-0 home vic-
tory. The Wolfsburg loss gives City
cause for optimism, though, and
with their Argentina striker Sergio
Aguero and Belgium midfielder
Kevin De Bruyne finishing the sea-
son with a flourish, Real’s defence
will be given a testing examination.

Aguero, who recently reached the
100-goal milestone in the Premier
League, never finished on the win-
ning side against Real while he was
at Atletico Madrid and he will be
itching to put the record straight
against the 10-times European
champions.

Wales forward Bale has, however,
warned City that Real, who are
appearing in their 27th European
Cup semi-final, will seek to inflict
some damage before finishing the
job next week. —Reuters

Man City need leap 
of faith against Real LONDON: Leicester City star Riyad Mahrez was on

Sunday named as the winner of English football’s Player
of the Year prize, voted for by his fellow professionals.

The 25-year-old French-born Algerian international
winger, outstanding in Leicester’s incredible charge
towards the Premier League title, received the trophy at
a lavish awards ceremony in London.

Tottenham Hotspur midfielder Dele Alli was named
Young Player of the Year at the Professional Footballers’
Association (PFA) awards. Mahrez, a £400,000 ($580,000)
signing from French Ligue 2 side Le Havre in January
2014, has contributed 17 goals and 11 assists to help
put Leicester on the brink of becoming English champi-
ons for the first time.

He had scored the opener in the Foxes’ 4-0 thrashing
of Swansea City earlier in the day at the King Power
Stadium that left Claudio Ranieri’s side eight points clear
of second-placed Tottenham with three games left to
play. Mahrez was then flown down by helicopter to the
ceremony as he held off competition from club col-
leagues Jamie Vardy and N’Golo Kante as well as West
Ham United’s Dimitri Payet, Tottenham’s Harry Kane and
Arsenal’s Mesut Ozil to win the award.

However, Mahrez later dedicated the success to his
colleagues. “All the credit is for them, seriously,” said
Mahrez, who succeeds Chelsea’s Eden Hazard as the
winner of the prize. “And for my manager and the staff.
Without them I wouldn’t receive this award and I would-
n’t score. It’s the team spirit, and I want to dedicate it to
them. “I’m very grateful to receive this award, it’s a pleas-
ure. It’s extra special because if the players vote for me
it’s because they’ve seen I’ve been great this year so I’m
happy. “But it’s more team things. Without my team-
mates I wouldn’t get this award.”

Alli, 20, held off competition from team-mate Harry
Kane, Stoke City goalkeeper Jack Butland, Liverpool
midfielder Philippe Coutinho and Everton duo Romelu
Lukaku and Ross Barkley to take the young player gong.

Alli, who won the Football League Young Player of
the Year 12 months ago, joined Tottenham from lower-
league MK Dons in 2015 and was expected to be used
sparingly in his first season at White Hart Lane.

However, he has been outstanding in midfield for
Spurs and has already won six caps for England. He was
not there to pick up his award in person as Tottenham
play West Bromwich Albion in the Premier League on
Monday night. — AFP
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Algerian midfielder Riyad Mahrez.
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Man City v Real Madrid  21:45

beIN SPORTS 1 HD
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