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SYDNEY: A 19-year-old on a family
camping holiday in northern Australia
had a lucky escape yesterday when he
fought off a crocodile which bit into his
foot as he slept. The reptile struck at
about 4:30am as the group slept at their
campsite in the Northern Territory. Peter
Rowsell told the Australian Broadcasting
Corporation he was woken by something
“shaking” his right foot. “I was sleeping in

a mozzie (mosquito) net, and ... I woke up
and there was something shaking my
foot, and I woke up and had a look and it
was three to four meters long,” he said.

He said he hit the reptile “once or
twice” on the head and it went back into
the water. His screams woke his fellow
campers who drove him to hospital,
more than two hours’ drive away.
Department of Health spokeswoman

Gail Liston confirmed a man was treated
in Katherine Hospital after the attack in
the Douglas Daly region south of Darwin.
“He was bitten on the right foot by a
crocodile,” she said. 

“He has puncture wounds.” The man’s
injuries were not life-threatening, she
said. Rowsell told the ABC he was not
sure whether the crocodile was a fresh-
water variety or the larger and more

feared saltwater type.
In January a crocodile bit off a

woman’s arm in a “death roll” at a creek
in a small town in neighboring Western
Australia state. The reptiles are common
in Australia’s tropical north. Numbers
have increased since the introduction of
protection laws in 1971, with estimates
putting the Northern Territory’s popula-
tion in the wild at about 100,000. In

2015 more than 250 of them were
removed from waterways around
Darwin, the capital of the Northern
Territory, including a 4.25 meter-long
(13.9 feet) male. Despite the dangers
they pose for swimmers, boaters and
fishermen, the Australian government in
2014 rejected the idea of crocodile safari
hunts-saying there was a danger of “cru-
el and inhumane” behavior. — AFP 

Crocodile attacks sleeping Australian camper

DRESDEN: A recently hatched chick is seen in an incubator at a lab at the Carl Gustav Carus Faculty of Medicine of the Dresden Institute of Technology
(TU Dresden) as part of a project to determine spectroscopically the sex of chicks in ovo before they hatch at their lab in Dresden yesterday. — AFP 

DRESDEN: In a basement of Dresden University,
German scientists are busy refining a technique
that could save millions of fluffy chicks from
being shredded to death moments after they
hatch. The young hatchlings are usually con-
demned to a violent end simply because they
are male, as roosters are deemed largely useless
in the world of livestock farming. Not only are
they unable to lay eggs, their meat is not partic-
ularly popular. 

Male chicks are therefore systematically erad-
icated. In many cases, they are mechanically
shredded or crushed to death and used as ani-
mal feed. At Dresden’s University Clinic, analyti-
cal chemist Gerald Steiner and his team are
working to prevent such mass culls of newborns
by detecting the sex of chicks before they hatch.
Steiner uses a spectroscopic method, based on
the analysis of scattered light on blood vessels,
to determine the sex of chick embryos in the
egg. Spectroscopy is already used in cancer
treatment as it helps to differentiate between
abnormal and healthy cells. “If we are able to
identify a tumour, then why not the sex?” said
Roberta Galli, a physicist. 

‘95% accuracy’  
Several teams of scientists-including veteri-

narians, chemists, engineers and physicists-are
collaborating on the project, which also includes
the participation of two private companies. In
the laboratory, Galli and her colleague Grit
Preusse take eggs out of the refrigerator to
demonstrate their technique. The eggs have
already been incubated for three days and blood
vessels had by now formed. “But not the nerve
cells, so they can’t feel pain,” Steiner explained.
The team believes that from an ethical point of
view, it is preferable to decide the chick’s fate
before, rather than after, it hatches.

Using a laser beam, the scientists trace a
small circle at the top of an egg, which makes a
little hole in the shell. Through this they can see
veins in the yolk, as well as detect the flutter of a
tiny beating heart. The egg is then placed in a
large black box-the spectrometer-and quickly,
the biochemical properties of the embryo’s
blood are displayed on a screen. “To the naked
eye, we can’t see the difference (between male

and female embryos) but the computer can, if
it’s programmed to do so,” said Steiner.

His team has been fine-tuning the program
over the past few years, and they now have it
down to an identification accuracy rate of 95
percent. In a process that should ultimately take
just a few minutes, an egg containing a male
chick is discarded pre-birth, while one contain-
ing a female chick is fixed up with a plaster and
then returned to the incubator.  A few days later,
a chick that will one day be a laying hen hatches.
Steiner believes that some use will eventually be
found for the unwanted male embryos-be it as
fish feed or even in shampoo.

‘Piling on pressure’
Beyond the challenge of finding a technique

that is minimally invasive and which would allow
the female “chicks to hatch and be in good
health”, another important factor is that the
method has to have the potential to be auto-

mated, said Preusse. The plan is to have a
machine bore a hole in the egg, while another
machine identifies the gender, fixes up the
female eggs and removes the male ones. A start-
up in Dresden is currently working on develop-
ing the machines, which could one day be used
by poultry farmers. 

But one big question is - when? 
In Germany, the timing also has political reso-

nance. With a public that is increasing concerned
about animal welfare, Agriculture Minister
Christian Schmidt had promised that by 2017,
male chicks would no longer be sent to be
crushed. At the same time, Schmidt is refusing to
impose an outright ban, and is rather counting
on Steiner’s research-which the ministry is fund-
ing-to deliver. “The politicians are piling on pres-
sure ahead of the 2017 elections,” said Steiner,
who said he was getting phone calls “every week”
from the ministry, eager for an update. — AFP
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DRESDEN: An egg is placed on a Spectrometer at a lab at the Carl Gustav Carus Faculty of
Medicine of the Dresden Institute of Technology (TU Dresden) as part of a project to determine
spectroscopically the sex of chicks in ovo before they hatch at their lab in Dresden. — AFP 

WASHINGTON: More than a month after the
Senate acted on legislation to reduce heroin
deaths, the House is trying to figure out how to
deal with the election-year issue.  Heroin and opi-
oid painkiller abuse is a growing, deadly problem
that has become a top political issue in many
states. More than 47,000 Americans died of drug
overdoses in 2014 in cities and rural areas alike,
more than double the death rate in 2000. The
Senate last month passed a bill 94-1 that would
create grants to bolster state and local programs
aimed at reducing overdose deaths. At a news
conference Thursday, a bipartisan group of House
lawmakers pushed for a package of bills including
similar grants and legislation to reduce over-pre-
scribing and improve treatment.

House committees already are considering the
bills, and GOP leaders have said they want to vote
on a package in May. But it still hasn’t been decid-
ed exactly what the package will  look like.
Majority Leader Kevin McCarthy, R-Calif., said this
week that the House is “right on track” for getting
the legislation done. Speaker Paul Ryan has said
the chamber will move on the issue soon but has
not given a timeline. “Our goal is to go to confer-

ence with the Senate and get a bill to the presi-
dent’s desk,” Ryan said Thursday.

In both chambers, Republican lawmakers fac-
ing tough re-election bids in states most affected
by drug abuse have led efforts to get the legisla-
tion passed. Rep. Frank Guinta, vulnerable in his
home state of New Hampshire, is pushing the leg-
islation with his state Democratic colleague, Rep
Annie Kuster. New Hampshire Sen. Kelly Ayotte
and Ohio Sen. Rob Portman, also Republicans in
tough races, pushed for the Senate bill. The feder-
al Centers for Disease Control and Prevention has
said the drug problem has grown most signifi-
cantly in the Northeast, Midwest and South. West
Virginia, New Mexico, New Hampshire, Kentucky
and Ohio had the highest death rates from drug
overdoses in 2014.  

At the news conference, Guinta said House
committees still are deciding which bills will be
part of the package and how much the legislation
will cost. “That could take some additional time,”
Guinta said. Guinta, Kuster and other lawmakers
have asked House colleagues in charge of spend-
ing for more than $800 million for the efforts. The
Senate bill would provide no new money for the

grants; Republicans said previously approved
money could be used and more could be provid-
ed when Congress writes next year’s spending
bills. Senate Democrats had attempted to add
$600 million to the legislation, but that effort was
rejected. In a letter expressing support for the bill’s
grants, White House officials had said that unless
Congress provides extra money, the bill “would do
little to address the epidemic” of drug abuse.

Still, the legislation won wide support from
senators of both parties. That bill includes money
to train emergency workers to treat drug abusers,
create treatment programs that would be alterna-
tives to imprisonment and finance recovery pro-
grams at schools and nonprofit groups. There
would be grants for helping veterans and preg-
nant offenders, and funds for using drugs like
naloxone that can reverse opiate overdoses and
for local law enforcement efforts.  Senators are
pushing the House to move more quickly.
Portman says the House should pass the Senate
bill and move on the rest of their bills separately.
“It’s urgent,” Portman said on the Senate floor
Thursday. “There is a crisis. There’s no time to
waste.” — AP 

US House seeks legislative 

response to drug abuse

NEW DELHI: India’s ambitious target to build
20 million new homes for the nation’s poor is
failing slum dwellers and those living on the
city’s streets, Leilani Farha, the United Nations
Special Rapporteur on the right to adequate
housing, has warned. She said India, which
has the world’s largest number of urban poor
and landless people, is trying to address the
“scourge” of inadequate housing through its
‘Housing for all’ policy that vows to provide
homes for all families by 2022.

But opponents fear this construction pro-
gram focuses too much on driving economic
growth with a concentration on new houses
rather than the need to upgrade and provide
services to existing communities in city slums
or living on the streets. “For every luxury unit
created, an untold number of households may
be evicted and rendered homeless,” Farha told
a conference at the UN office in Delhi, calling
for a moratorium on evictions and obligations
to address homelessness.

“I am extremely concerned for the millions
of people who experience exclusion, discrimi-
nation, evictions, insecure tenure, homeless-
ness and who lack hope of accessing afford-
able and adequate housing in their lifetimes.”
Farha made her comments after a two-week
tour through India which included visits to
Delhi, Mumbai and Bengaluru. During her trip,
she spoke to a range of city residents, includ-
ing the homeless people described as “pave-
ment dwellers”.

An estimated 65 million people, or 13.6
million households, are housed in urban
slums, according to the 2011 Indian census
which estimated an additional 1.8 million peo-
ple in India were homeless. Farha said the
Indian government’s push to encourage
development of more housing nationally
threatened to become what she described as
a “a zero-sum game”. “Its drive to become an

economic giant through real estate invest-
ment and development of infrastructure is
creating homelessness and housing disadvan-
tage,” she said.

Right to Housing
A Ministry of Housing and Urban Poverty

Alleviation study in 2012 estimated that the
urban housing shortage affected some 18.7
million people, with 96 percent of citizens in
this group earning an annual income below
$3,000. The ‘Housing for all’ scheme has been
cited to potentially boost the country’s econo-
my by 3.5 percent by 2022, according to the
Fitch group rating agency, India Ratings. Farha
said India’s ‘Housing for all’ project aims to
build 20 million dwellings with toilets, water
and electricity by 2022 which would be pro-
vided for 100 million low income households.

She said this had a positive impact on resi-
dents gaining security of tenure for the first
time. But Farha said the program did not cover
people living on India’s city streets with no
national law reform plan, policy or program to
address urban homelessness, which left
women particularly vulnerable. “I met many
women who had fled violent households and
with few housing options, were left destitute
living on the side of a road,” Farha said. “Women
face multiple layers of discrimination with
respect to access, control and ownership and
inheritance of housing, land and property.”

The Bengaluru-based Indian Institute for
Human Settlements (IIHS) says the govern-
ment’s vision of a slum-free India can succeed
only if the focus is on upgrading existing
housing for communities rather than con-
structing new units. But the Minister for
Housing and Urban Poverty, Venkaiah Naidu,
said the ‘Housing for all’ program addresses
the shortcomings of earlier schemes and
would be more “workable”. — Reuters 
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MUUNGONI, Tanzania: A mother and her daughter harvest seaweed at their farm in the
Muungoni area, south of Stone Town. Seaweed farmed on Tanzanian archipelago is one
of the Zanzibar’s key exports-for food, cosmetics and medicines in Asia, Europe and
North America-but now the vital industry is struggling amid fears warmer waters is
killing the crops. Over 23,000 farmers grow and harvest the seaweed-some 80 percent of
those are rural women-according to government statistics. — AFP 

GENEVA: Six countries in Africa, the continent
where malaria is most widespread, could be
free of the disease by 2020, according to a
WHO report published Monday to mark World
Malaria Day. One of the goals of the World
Health Organization’s 2016-2030 program
against malaria is to wipe out the disease in at
least 10 countries by the end of this decade.
“WHO estimates that 21 countries are in a
position to achieve this goal, including six
countries in the African Region, where the
burden of the disease is heaviest,” the Geneva-
based organization said in a statement.  

These countries are Algeria, Botswana, Cape
Verde, Comoros, South Africa and Swaziland. In
South Africa the elimination of malaria is a pub-
lic health objective. The country registered
11,700 cases of the disease in 2014 - down from
64,000 in 2000 - with most diagnoses coming
from areas bordering Swaziland, Zimbabwe

and Mozambique. “Through targeted action
and cross-border collaboration, South Africa
has the potential to eliminate malaria by 2020,”
the WHO report said.  

The other countries the organization
believes could achieve this objective are
China, Malaysia and South Korea, eight Latin
American nations (Costa Rica, Belize, El
Salvador, Mexico, Argentina, Paraguay,
Ecuador and Suriname), as well as Saudi
Arabia, Iran, Oman, Sri Lanka, Bhutan, Timor-
Leste and Nepal.  Europe, Central Asia and the
Caucasus eradicated malaria in 2015, accord-
ing to a WHO report published earlier this
month.  Some 214 million people suffered
from malaria last year of which 438,000 died
from the disease, according to the organiza-
tion. Nine out of 10 deaths from the disease in
2015 came from sub-Saharan Africa, the
report said. — AFP 
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LAGOS: Health official takes blood sample of a woman for malaria testing at Ajah in
Eti Osa East district of Lagos. Dozens of patients and community members received
malaria testing and treatment from the non-governmental organization
Development Africa, which in collaboration with Total company distributes treated
mosquito nets and other actions to prevent malaria attacks to mark this year’s World
Malaria Day. — AFP 


