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Sabah Asad, a Kuwaiti artist,
teacher of engineering at
Kuwait University and con-

sultant at the ministry of planning,
practices a rare and very interesting
art. He is one of the first Kuwaitis
engraving on egg shells, his hobby
since 2004. He does not sell his
pieces, but collects them to hold an
international exhibition.

Asad started his artistic career
when he was still in high school.
“After graduating, I started partici-
pating in art exhibitions. Then in
2004, I saw some images on the
Internet of egg engravings and I
liked them, so I decided to do this
kind of art. It was difficult as the
correct tools were not available, so I
started with the most simple tech-
nique and developed it,” he told
Kuwait Times.

A shortage of egg varieties in
the local market is another obsta-
cle. “We don’t usually have goose

or duck eggs available, which are
the best for eggshell engraving, as
they are medium-sized and thick.
The most commonly available eggs
in our markets are hen eggs, so I
use them the most for my artworks.
The smallest egg I worked on was
the egg of a nightingale,” Asad said. 

Then there is the ostrich egg,
which is also rarely available, espe-
cially since it’s expensive. “I prefer
to use regular eggs for engraving as
it’s more challenging. The common
hen egg is very fragile, so it can eas-
ily break, while the ostrich egg
doesn’t shatter even if you drop it.
Only one of my ostrich eggs ever
broke, and this was during one of

the workshops that I was present-
ing, as it was used very much,”
explained Asad.  

It takes him between seven to
eight hours of work to finish
engraving one egg. “I love the hard
work, and I enjoy it even if I work
for six hours and the egg breaks.
This happens with regular eggs and
not the ostrich egg. 

Also, I have a few emu eggs that
are dark green in color. Engraving
on ostrich eggs is very difficult as
the shell is hard. Till today, I have
engraved 23 eggs, apart from
those that broke, and I never color
any of them - I prefer to keep the
natural color. 

A shortage of egg varieties in the local market is another obstacle. “We
don’t usually have goose or duck eggs available, which are the best for
eggshell engraving, as they are medium-sized and thick.”
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