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KUWAIT: In addition to haircutting,
grooming and shaving, barbers in old
Kuwait also performed cupping, dental
extraction, treating burns and fractures,
which made them indeed ‘Jacks of all
trades’. Most barbers back then were
simple tradesmen, who owned small

storefronts or worked in the streets,
moving between areas, houses and
gathering places for low prices.

With the passage of  t ime,  each
barber had his own place, where peo-
ple also sought after treatment pre-
scriptions with a herbomineral for-

mulation for  various diseases and
pains and infections. 

On some occasions, barbershops in
Kuwait also served as places of social
gatherings, debates, interactions and
engaging citizens in discussions about
contemporary issues. Most barbershops

in old Kuwait  used to spread in Al
Tannakah (t insmiths)  souk,  Al-
Khababez (bakers) souk and some oth-
er public markets, and among the most
famous Kuwaiti barbers at the begin-
ning of the last century, where ‘Bilal’
and ‘Safar Ali’. — KUNA

Barbers in old Kuwait - ‘Jacks of all trades’

Kuwait battles terror 
financing, laundering 

DOHA: Kuwait is keen and actively working with countries in
the region to boost efforts on combating money laundering
and terrorism financing, Kuwaiti finance figure said yesterday.
Kuwaiti President of the Financing Investigation Unit and head
of the National Committee for Combating Money Laundering
and Terrorism Financing Talal Al-Sayegh made the remarks on
the sidelines of the 23rd meeting of Middle East and North
Africa Financial Action Task Force (MENAFATF), hosted by Doha.

Al-Sayegh added that such efforts
come also to find the most suitable
methods in practice in relation to
combating money laundering and
terrorism financing. Al-Sayegh said
Kuwait is also helping raising aware-
ness and developing professional and
practical levels for all workers in this
field, including Kuwait’s keenness on
taking part in regional and interna-
tional events concerned with money
laundering and terrorism financing.
Al-Sayegh, who is also the current
president of the meeting group, said
that Kuwait is keen on emphasizing

the importance of cooperation among regional countries in bol-
stering financial stability in the region.

He affirmed Kuwait’s keenness to join international commu-
nity in its serious endeavors to combat the crimes of money
laundering and terrorism financing, pointing that the State of
Kuwait has already taken several regulatory measures in this
area, such as modern and comprehensive regulatory legal
framework in line with the international standards of the
MENAFATF. Participants in the meeting include a number of
Kuwaiti government entities representing the finance ministry,
foreign and interior ministries, and members of the national
committee for combating money laundering and terrorism
financing. — KUNA

KUWAIT: State-owned refiner Kuwait
National Petroleum Co (KNPC) yesterday
signed the first tranche of financing for
its multi-bill ion-dollar Clean Fuels
Project, a major plank of the country’s
economic development plan. The
tranche, provided by local banks and
lasting for 10 years, is worth 1.2 billion
dinars ($3.98 billion) and led by National
Bank of Kuwait and Kuwait Finance
House, KNPC chairman Jamal Al-Noori
said at the signing ceremony. 

Pricing details were not given. KNPC
chief executive Mohammed Al-Mutairi
had said last month that the first
tranche would be worth 900 million
dinars. No reason was given for the
increase in size. The second tranche of
the loan, which will be arranged by
international lenders, is expected to be
$6 billion and close by the end of this
year, KNPC acting chief executive
Ahmad Al-Jimaz said at the ceremony.

The two tranches comprise about 70
per cent of the total financing required
for the project, while the remaining 30
per cent will be financed from KNPC’s

own funds. National Bank of Kuwait’s
share of the first tranche was worth 400
million dinars, and Kuwait Finance
House’s portion was 275 million dinars,
NBK’s chief executive Isam Al-Sager said
at the ceremony. Eleven banks, includ-
ing five Islamic lenders, took part in the
first tranche. Part of the country’s 30 bil-
lion dinar economic development plan,
the Clean Fuels Project will upgrade and
expand two of the Gulf state’s largest
refineries with a focus on producing
higher-value products such as diesel
and kerosene for export. 

Meanwhile, work on Kuwait
Petroleum Corporation’s (KPC) Clean
Fuel Project (CFP) is 50% complete and
is expected to be finished on schedule
in 2018, Chief Executive Officer of KPC
Nizar Al-Adsani said yesterday. Al-
Adsani said that CFP is amongst the
most monumental projects KPC has
undertaken, which aims to help ramp up
the country’s port capacities. Moreover,
he noted that increased port capacity
would help propel Kuwait into new mar-
kets, which would in turn, help bring the

country’s 2030 vision of increased devel-
opment to fruition. Relying on foreign
financial aid is an integral part of KPC’s
strategy, as it aims to bolster its ties with
local banks, Al-Adsani added.

Kuwait, Tupras ink deal
In another development, KPC has

signed a contract to supply crude oil to
Turkish refiner Tupras, Kuwait’s state
news agency reported yesterday with-
out giving details of the deal.  The
agreement, which KPC said was signed
on Monday, came amid “intense com-
petition among crude exporting coun-
tries for market share in the
Mediterranean region”, said Nabil
Bouresli, KPC’s head of international mar-
keting, according to KUNA. Kuwait pro-
duces around 3 million barrels of oil per
day and plans to boost its output to 3.15
million bpd in the third quarter of 2016,
Bouresli said in February. Turkey import-
ed 149,227 tons of crude oil from Kuwait
in 2015, out of the 25 million tons it pur-
chased abroad, according to Turkey’s
energy watchdog EPDK. — Agencies 

KNPC signs KD 1.2 bn
loan for fuels project
Kuwait signs oil supply deal with Turkey’s Tupras 

KUWAIT: Seeking to constantly stream-
line the provision of health care to the
public, the Ministry of Health looks for
cooperation with well-established inter-
national health providers, said the
Ministry’s Assistant Undersecretary for
Medical Services Dr Jamal Al-Harbi yester-
day. He made that statement to reporters
on the sidelines of a meeting between the

ministry officials and a visiting US delega-
tion representing 18 American health
providers from US universities, hospitals,
and medical firms.

He said the meeting focused, among
other things, on exchanging expertise
on linking hospitals, clinics, primary care
centers with electronic filing systems
and on proper steps to send Kuwaiti

physicians to the US to hone in their
acquired skills. He further said that the
ministry was planning to invite American
surgeons to perform delicate and com-
plex surgeries here in Kuwait such as
heart or brain surgeries. Dr Al-Harbi also
indicated that the meeting discussed the
notion of sending Kuwaiti patients to
the US for treatment there. — KUNA

Ministry of Health discusses bilateral 
cooperation with US health providers

KUWAIT: Ministry’s Assistant Undersecretary for Medical Services Dr Jamal Al-Harbi seen with visiting US delegation -
representing 18 American health providers from US universities, hospitals, and medical firms. — KUNA

Australia Ambassador
lauds ties with Kuwait

KUWAIT: Kuwait and Australia have a strong relationship in all
areas, especially since Australia involvement in the liberation of
Kuwait back in 1991, said Australian Ambassador to Kuwait
Warren Hauck yesterday. The two countries have a lot of coopera-
tion, especially in military, where they are both partner in fighting
terrorism in the Middle East area, as they both participated in
meetings that Kuwait hosted on coalition to fight the so-called
Islamic State (IS), the Ambassador said. Kuwait and Australia have
a lot of engagements, mostly military and humanitarian, as
Australia is a big supporter for the humanitarian efforts in the
region, especially with the situations in Syria and Iraq, he said.

“It’s pleasing to see the increasing number of Kuwaiti student
in Australia. Ten years ago, the number was 180, but last year it
was about 1, 400, a very good growth that reflects the strength of
the education system in Australia, which is at the top of the world
standard,” he added. In trade, “Kuwait has always been a good
market as the trade with Australia came to about USD 700 million.
Kuwait for us is the largest market in the world for livestock and
wheat trade,” and for a number of years it has been a large mar-
ket for car exports, where Australia have much more to offer.

“Australia is looking forward for free trade agreement with
Kuwait and GCC,” he said. Kuwait investment in Australia now
worth about USD 12 billion, which makes Kuwait one of the top
20 investors in Australia, he added. About the Governor-General
official visit to Kuwait on May 1st, the ambassador said that the
last state visit to Kuwait with this capacity was in 2011. The gover-
nor’s visit will focus on education and business, as well as defense
links between the two countries, as it coincides with the 25th
anniversary of liberation of Kuwait. — KUNA

Talal Al-Sayegh


