
NEW DELHI: India’s foreign ministry said
yesterday it has asked Britain to deport
the embattled former airline boss Vijay
Mallya, who faces a money laundering
investigation. Mallya, a part-owner of the
Force India Formula 1 team who used to
run a liquor empire, left India on March 2
owing more than $1 bil l ion and is
believed to be in Britain.

Last week India revoked his passport,
after he repeatedly failed to appear
before investigators looking into financial
irregularities at Kingfisher Airlines, which
ceased operating in 2012 leaving millions
of dollars in unpaid bills.

“As of today, the ministry has written
to the High Commission of the UK in Delhi
requesting the deportation of Sri Vijay
Mallya so that his presence can be
secured for investigations against him
under the Prevention of Money
Laundering Act 2002,” ministry
spokesman Vikas Swarup told journalists.

Swarup said India had not yet heard
back from the British authorities. An
Indian court last week issued an arrest
warrant  for  the 60-year-old,  once
dubbed the King of Good Times for his
lavish lifestyle.

His massive debt has become a symbol

of Indian banks’ vast volume of bad loans-
meaning in default or close to it-seen as a
threat to financial stability in Asia’s third-
largest economy.

Critics say the government has not
done enough to tackle the issue of
wealthy individuals such as Mallya, who
obtain huge loans that they later fail to
repay.  The Enforcement Directorate,
India’s financial  crimes agency, has
reportedly accused him of siphoning off
money from Kingfisher to buy property
abroad-a claim the company denies.

“I don’t think they are going to deport
him but we have to make an effort, we
can’t keep sitting on it,” a directorate offi-
cial told AFP on condition of anonymity
yesterday. “If he is deported then once he
comes back here he will be arrested at the
airport itself.”

Banks in pursuit 
On Tuesday India’s top court said

details of embattled tycoon Mallya’s
assets would be shared with the banks
c h a s i n g  h i m  o v e r  $ 1 . 3 4  b i l l i o n  i n
unpaid loans, despite his protestations
the information should be kept private.
The Supreme Court said banks should
be given details of Mallya’s overseas
assets, as well as those of his wife and
children, as India’s attorney general
branded the absent entrepreneur a
“fugitive from justice”. 

Earlier this month the banks reject-
ed his offer to repay $600 million and
told the Supreme Court they wanted
him to return to India so they could
negotiate with him personally over the
total owed. — AFP
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MUMBAI: Then Indian United Breweries Group chairman Vijay Mallya (C, in white) as he poses with models during the
launch of the Kingfisher 2014 calendar in Mumbai in this file photo. — AFP

Murders force
Bangladeshi gay rights
activists underground

DHAKA: Xulhaz Mannan was a rallying figure for Bangladesh’s
marginalized but increasingly outspoken lesbian, gay and trans-
gender community, but his brutal murder has dealt a huge blow
to the movement and forced some of its leaders underground.
Mannan, who founded Bangladesh’s first magazine for gays and
lesbians which he used to launch a vibrant rights movement in
the deeply conservative, Muslim-majority country, was hacked to
death on Monday along with a fellow activist.

Friends and fellow campaigners this week rushed to remove
all trace of their activism from social media sites, fearing they
could themselves become targets. “Everyone felt safe because of
him. But he is gone, so everyone is scared,” one fellow activist
who helped set up the magazine told AFP, speaking on condi-
tion of anonymity. “I’m sure everyone (is now) facing the same
devastating situation.” A group of unidentified attackers carrying
machetes and guns murdered Mannan and Mahbub Tonoy after
gaining access to his Dhaka apartment on Monday night.

It was the latest in a series of killings of secular bloggers and
liberal activists in Bangladesh that have caused global outrage,
and sparked fears that the attackers are expanding their range of
targets to include openly gay people.

Al-Qaeda in the Indian Subcontinent (AQIS) has said it killed
the men, accusing them of working to “promote homosexuality”
in Bangladesh. The government, however, says homegrown
Islamists were responsible. Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina on
Monday blamed the main opposition Bangladesh Nationalist
Party (BNP) and its Islamist ally, Jamaat-e-Islami.

Kyle Knight, who works on LGBT issues for Human Rights
Watch, condemned the government for failing to protect
activists and said the murders had stoked fears in the small com-
munity. “In recent months LGBT activists had been receiving
threats from extremists, and had taken steps to secure them-
selves-including by going into hiding,” he said in an email
response to AFP. “But discretion on the part of LGBT activists and
individuals in the face of persistent abuse and heightened securi-
ty concerns should not be confused with abolition-indeed some
courageous individuals have already indicated their intent to re-
double their efforts.” — AFP

Pakistan police arrest 
man for gruesome 

‘honor killing’ of sister
KARACHI: Pakistani police have arrested a man in Karachi for slitting
his sister’s throat and letting her bleed to death, the latest “honour
killing” in the deeply patriarchal country. Hayat Khan, aged around
20, used a kitchen knife to murder his sixteen-year-old sister Sumaira
after he found her talking to a man on her mobile phone at their
home in the low-income Orangi Town neighborhood of the city on
Wednesday, senior police officer Azfar Mahesar said.

He then threw her out of the house where she continued to
bleed and writhe in pain on the steps as neighbors gathered.

Investigating officer Gulzar Ahmed confirmed the details of the
attack adding that Sumaira had suffered multiple stab wounds to
the neck, chest and back. Mobile phone footage shot by an
unknown onlooker shows several men and boys standing around
Sumaira, who is lying face down, dressed in a red tunic and orange
headscarf and draped in a blanket. 

Her head is seen lolling from side to side and the fingers of her
right hand appear twisted. A young boy is shown fighting back tears
as one man says in Pashto: “Let’s take her to a hospital in a car,” and
another man replies: “It’s almost here, it’s coming brother.” The
video then pans to Hayat, dressed in a purple shirt and blue jeans,
who stares directly at the camera.

Abdul Hakeem, a local resident, told AFP: “She was taken by car
to a private hospital but she died before she arrived.” Mahesar told
AFP that police had taken the unusual step of making themselves
the complainants in the case, in order to avoid a loophole in the law
that allows the relatives of the victim to forgive the killer.

“We have registered the case on behalf of the state as we don’t
want to give the family the option of settling the case outside court,”
he said.

The move came after Inayat Khan, Hayat and Sumaira’s father,
had told local media “what is done is done” and said he forgave his
son.  Hundreds of women are murdered by their relatives in Pakistan
each year on the pretext of defending family “honor”. 

“A Girl in the River: The Price of Forgiveness”-a film telling the sto-
ry of a rare survivor of an attempted “honor killing”  — won the
Academy Award for best documentary short in February. — AFP

India asks Britain to 
deport liquor tycoon
‘Mallya’s presence needed for investigations’

NEW DELHI: Chinese dissident Lu
Jinghua said yesterday New Delhi can-
celled her visa to travel to India to meet
the Dalai Lama, just days after another
Chinese activist was blocked after
protest from Beijing.

Lu, who fled China following the
Tiananmen Square crackdown in 1989,
said she had been granted a tourist visa
to travel from her home in the United
States to India.

But Lu said Air India officials stopped
her at New York’s JFK airport from where
she was due to fly to India to attend a
conference this week in the hill station of
Dharamsala, the home of the Dalai Lama.

“They said I’m very sorry, you cannot
go,” Lu told the India Today network

from New York, adding that she had
already received email confirmation of a
visa.  India did not comment specifically
on Lu, but has said in reference to anoth-
er case that foreign visitors require a
non-tourist visa to attend conferences.

“I was going to Dharamsala to meet
the Dalai Lama so that’s the reason why
they denied me the visa,” she said. The
incident comes after the government
on Monday said it had cancelled a visa
for an exiled Uighur dissident, after
China protested and described him as a
“terrorist”.

Dolkun Isa, a Germany-based activist
from China’s Xinjiang region, was due to
attend the same conference on democ-
racy in Dharamsala. — AFP

Chinese dissident says 
India cancels visa


