
BEIJING: China passed a controversial new
law yesterday giving police wide-ranging
powers over overseas charities and ban-
ning them from recruiting members or
raising funds in the country, prompting an
immediate outcry.

The law on overseas non-governmental
organizations (NGOs) has provoked con-
cerns from charities and foreign govern-
ments that it hands police discretionary
powers amid a government crackdown on
civil society. It was approved almost unani-
mously by a committee of the Communist-
controlled National People’s Congress (NPC),
spokesman He Shaoren told reporters, with
147 votes in favour and only one against. At
least 1,000 foreign NGOs are thought to
operate in China, including development
charities such as Save the Children, advocacy
groups including Greenpeace, chambers of
commerce and university centres.

The law, which comes into force in
January, gives police the right to approve
the registration of all foreign NGOs, accord-
ing to a text distributed by the NPC.

Police will revoke the registration of any
organization which “damages national inter-
ests” or “threatens society’s interests,” it said.

Any groups committing actions deemed
“separatist” or “subverting of state organs”
will also be banned, as will those which
“spread rumors”. 

“There have been some foreign NGOs
which have planned or carried out activities
threatening the stability of society and
national security,” NPC official Zhang Yong
told reporters at a briefing. He did not give
details. The law does not give a clear defini-
tion of an overseas NGO but is likely to cover
foreign charities and business associations,
and also applies to groups based in Hong
Kong and Taiwan, although international
schools and hospitals are exempt.

“Our initial reaction is disappointment
that the public security agencies in China are
going to be managing the registration
process for NGOs,” said Jake Parker, vice
president for China operations at the US-
China Business Council. The law comes as
President Xi Jinping oversees a crackdown
on civil society, which has seen scores of
lawyers, academics and activists detained
and dozens jailed.

Several have been imprisoned on
charges of “subverting state power,” or
“separatism,” for what their advocates say is

merely expressing opinions critical of the
ruling party. At the NPC briefing, official
Guo Linmao dismissed concerns over police
supervision, saying: “Ordinary folk have a
saying: If you have a problem, call the
police, if you haven’t broken the law, what
are you afraid of?”

‘Very real threat’ 
Overseas NGOs will have to hand annual

work plans and financing details to a
Chinese government agency, and will be for-
bidden from recruiting “members” in main-
land China, barring special permission from
the State Council, China’s cabinet. They will
also be banned from fundraising in main-
land China. China’s state-run media in recent
years have accused foreign organizations of
undermining national security and trying to
foment “colour revolution” against the rul-
ing party. China in January arrested and
deported a Swedish human rights activist
who had trained Chinese lawyers, and for-
eign NGO staff working on legal issues
report an increasingly restricted environ-
ment. Foreign diplomats have previously
written to China’s government to express
fears over the law. — AFP

BEIJING: Chinese officials answer questions about a law regulating overseas non-governmental organizations
during a press conference at the Great Hall of the People in Beijing yesterday. —AP
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MANILA: Philippine warplanes yesterday attacked
Islamic militants holding 20 foreign hostages on a
remote southern island, but there was no sign of the
captives, the military said.

Government forces said they rained artillery fire on
Abu Sayyaf gunmen on a mountainous area of Jolo
island, as planes and helicopters flew low over the jungle
terrain dropping bombs.

President Benigno Aquino on Wednesday vowed to
“neutralise” the militants, who have declared allegiance
to the Islamic State group, a day after the severed head
of Canadian hostage John Ridsdel was dumped near
Jolo’s city hall. “As a result of the bombardments... they
were able to occupy the former places occupied by the
Abu Sayyaf that resulted in the recovery of (Ridsdel’s)
torso,” military spokesman Colonel Noel Detoyato told
reporters in Manila.

He said local civilians told authorities that 14 gunmen

were killed, but no bodies were reported to have been dis-
covered and his tally could not be independently verified. 

Detoyato said the offensive, targeted at veteran one-
armed Abu Sayyaf commander Radullan Sahiron, was
proving a success. “What is important here is that opera-
tions are continuing and we are gaining headway and our
troops are determined,” Detoyato said.

However he said there had been no sightings of the
remaining hostages, and that the militants had apparent-
ly escaped the area that had been the target of the
attacks. Aquino said Wednesday the hostages, including
a Canadian, a Norwegian and a Filipina abducted with
Ridsdel from yachts at a southern Philippine marina sev-
en months ago, were being held by Sahiron on Jolo.

The militants are also holding 18 Indonesian and
Malaysian sailors kidnapped from waters south of the
Philippines over the past month, as well as a Dutch bird
watcher abducted in 2012.

The Abu Sayyaf is a radical offshoot of a Muslim sepa-
ratist insurgency in the south of the mainly Catholic
Philippines that has claimed more than 100,000 lives
since the 1970s. It is believed to have just a few hundred
militants but has withstood repeated US-backed military
offensives against it, surviving by using the mountainous,
jungle terrain of Jolo and nearby islands to its advantage.

Abu Sayyaf gangs have earned many millions of dol-
lars from kidnapping foreigners and locals since the
early 1990s.

Although the Abu Sayyaf’s leaders have pledged
allegiance to Islamic State, analysts say they are mainly
focused on their lucrative kidnappings-for-ransom
rather than setting up an Islamic caliphate.

The Abu Sayyaf is also blamed for deadly bomb-
ings, including an attack on a ferry on Manila Bay in
2014 that claimed 116 lives in the country’s deadliest
terror attack. — AFP

Philippines’ Aquino warns 
of looming dictatorship

MANILA: Philippine President Benigno Aquino warned yesterday his
country was on the brink of another dictatorship, in a thinly veiled
reference to controversial politicians leading surveys to win the top
two posts in next month’s elections.

Tough-talking Rodrigo Duterte has emerged as a clear favorite
in surveys for the presidential poll, with voters apparently
embracing his vows to kill tens of thousands of criminals outside
the judicial system.

Meanwhile, the son and namesake of dictator Ferdinand Marcos
is leading the vice-presidential race with a campaign strategy of
highlighting the alleged benefits of his father’s rule. 

“This is the tragedy poised to befall our nation: that we were
oppressed before and yet will allow ourselves to be oppressed again
and suffer the same problems that we endured under the dictator-
ship,” Aquino said in a speech in Manila. “Our successes could vanish
especially if my successor would stray from our straight and narrow
path. The question is, will you allow these bullies who make enemies
each time they open their mouth to become president?”

Aquino did not mention Duterte by name, but it was a thinly
veiled reference to him, as the presidential favourite is often called a
bully and foul-mouthed by his opponents.

However Aquino did specifically mention Marcos Jnr, criticizing
him for refusing to apologize for his father’s crimes. Marcos Snr’s two-
decade rule ended in 1986 as millions took to the streets in a famous
“People Power” revolution led by Aquino’s mother.

Marcos was accused of plundering billions of dollars from state
coffers and overseeing widespread human rights abuses. However
the Marcos family, exiled to the United States after the revolution, has
staged a remarkable political comeback that would be cemented if
the son is elected vice president.

Duterte is one of the Philippines’ most controversial politicians,
having admitted to running vigilante death squads that killed more
than 1,000 people during his long-time rule as mayor of the major
southern city of Davao.

On the campaign trail, Duterte, 71, has promised to pardon him-
self for mass murder, should he be charged with killing criminals dur-
ing his time as president. He has also pledged to fill Manila Bay with
the bodies of 150,000 criminals, while regularly using foul-mouth lan-
guage such as calling the pope a “son of a bitch”. — AFP
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MANILA: Philippine boxing icon Manny Pacquiao (right) along
with Presidential candidate Vice-President Jejomar Binay
wave to supporters during a campaign sortie in Los Banos
town, Laguna province south of Manila yesterday. — AFP


