
If finding a new partner for Kelly Ripa on her daytime talk show
is anything like the process that led to Michael Strahan’s hiring,
it won’t be quick. “Live” went through nine months and 59

guest co-hosts before former football star Strahan was chosen to
replace Regis Philbin. Strahan, who started in 2012, is leaving to
work full-time at “Good Morning America” and ABC announced
that his last day will be on May 13.

The last time around, some of the guest hosts were just fill-
ing in, others actively trying out for the full-time job. Among
Ripa’s partners were Anderson Cooper, Seth Meyers, Neil Patrick
Harris, Jeff Probst, Nick Lachey, Josh Groban, Alec Baldwin, Jerry
Seinfeld, Jonah Hill, Sam Champion and Ripa’s real-life husband,
Mark Consuelos. Some of those men can be expected to be con-
sidered again. Speculation quickly centered on CNN’s Cooper,
particularly after Ripa was photographed on Tuesday leaving
her home while carrying a copy of the just-released book he
wrote with his mother, Gloria Vanderbilt. “These sorts of things
are never by accident,” said Bill Carroll, an expert in the syndica-
tion market for Katz Media.

Cooper had his own daytime talk show in 2012, taking him out
of the running for Philbin’s job. He filmed the show for two years
while continuing his evening work as a CNN anchor. A few weeks
after Strahan was selected, Cooper learned his own show was
being cancelled. Cooper appeared with Ripa that fall on Andy
Cohen’s Bravo show, “Watch What Happens Live,” and Cohen
asked whether they felt like it was an opportunity that got away.
“I still feel,” Ripa replied, looking at Cooper, “like you and I are des-
tined to be together, someday, somehow.”

Cooper declined comment on Thursday. Cohen, who has gone
on speaking tours with Cooper and is a close friend, was consid-
ered another possible Strahan successor but has said he is not
interested.

Officials at the show’s parent Walt Disney Co. will make the
decision on who replaces Strahan. Executive Producer Michael
Gelman and Ripa, who has been on the job since 2001, are
expected to have input as well. The recent drama surrounding
Strahan’s exit - Ripa was angered by getting virtually no advance
notice of the move and skipped work for several days, compelling
Disney officials to apologize to her - is likely to strengthen her
hand as a kingmaker, Carroll said.

ABC initially said last week that Strahan would stay with the
show until September, then abruptly announced on Wednesday
that he’d be leaving nearly four months earlier. It’s unclear what
impact that will have on the length of the search; “Live” airs
reruns for at least part of the summer.

The long search that produced Strahan didn’t hurt the show
in the ratings. “Live with Kelly and Michael” is a close second
behind “Dr. Phil” as the most popular daytime talk show. “The
viewers, in a way, like being part of the process - ‘oh, that one
looks great’  or  ‘oh,  that one won’t  work, ’”  Carrol l  said.
“Everybody has an opinion.”

Strahan wasn’t considered one of the most likely candidates
when the process started five years ago, but jumped into the run-
ning when his guest host stints got a strong response, Carroll
said. He’s since become so popular that ABC is counting on him
to help reverse sinking ratings on its morning flagship, “Good
Morning America.”— AP
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Jessica Lange Trains
for the Broadway

Marathon of ‘Long Day’s 
Journey Into Night’

When you’ve got big names like Jessica Lange,
Michael Shannon, Gabriel Byrne and John
Gallagher Jr. starring in “Long Day’s Journey Into

Night” on Broadway, some equally big names will show up
for the opening night.

At the Wednesday opening of the Roundabout Theater
Company’s revival, Jessica Chastain, Blythe Danner, Nathan
Lane, Annette Bening and Rebecca Hall were among the
recognizable faces in the audience. So were Ryan Murphy,
who produced “Long Day’s Journey” in association the
Roundabout, and Sarah Paulson.

Lange, of course, knows those two from her work on
“American Horror Story.” But after the opening night per-
formance of “Long Day’s Journey,” the actress said that her
TV work over the last few years, intense as it was, doesn’t
have much in common with the mammoth part of the drug
addict Mary Tyrone in “Long Day’s Journey.”

Related Broadway Review: ‘Long Day’s Journey Into
Night’ “There’s nothing like this,” she said. “Nothing that I’ve
ever done before.” Over the course of the play’s four hours,
Lange has to gradually disintegrate into a drug-addled stu-
por, seven times a week. It’s a marathon. “You don’t have a
lot of life outside of this,” she explained. “You sleep late, you
get up, you start immediately thinking about this show.
Everything is gearing toward this. Everything is gearing
toward the curtain.”

Byrne, appearing in his third Broadway production of a
major Eugene O’Neill play, echoed that sentiment. “It
requires focus and discipline and stamina and energy,” he
said. “You have to really take care of yourself. You have to
go to bed early and you have to eat properly. You have to
exercise. And weirdly enough,” he added, “you have to keep
your head clear of doubt and fear and all the demons that
come out of the cupboard and try to diminish you. You
have to keep a very clear connection to the play.” Director
Jonathan Kent put it more succinctly. “It’s a fiendishly hard
play to do,” he said. — Reuters

Search to begin for Michael

Strahan’s successor on ‘Live’

Anderson Cooper whose name has
been circulating as a possible
replacement for Michael Strahan on
the morning talk show, “Live! With
Kelly and Michael.”— AP

Jessica Lange attends the “Long Day’s Journey Into
Night” Broadway opening night at American Airlines
Theatre on Wednesday in New York City. — AFP

Tibetan male character from the “Doctor Strange” comic books
presented such a potential political minefield to Marvel that
in the film version they cast a Caucasian woman in the role,

reflecting the pressures Hollywood movie makers perceive when
trying to appeal to the Chinese market.

One of the film’s screenwriters has suggested that the casting of
British actress Tilda Swinton as sorcerer the Ancient One was partly
done to avoid potentially offending China’s government and
moviegoers, who now represent the world’s second-largest annual
box office after North America. After his comments circulated wide-
ly online, the writer said he was expressing only a personal opinion,
not that of Marvel’s.

Although some online commentators criticized the casting of a
white woman rather than a Tibetan actor, the writer’s comments
suggest the film’s backers apparently didn’t want to risk losing out
on Chinese distribution by introducing the highly politically
charged subject of Tibet.

While the Ancient One was written in the comic book as
Tibetan, “if you acknowledge that Tibet is a place and that he’s
Tibetan, you risk alienating 1 billion people,” screenwriter C. Robert
Cargill said in a podcast interview with the Texas-based
DoubleToasted.com.

There was, Cargill said, a risk of “the Chinese government going,

‘Hey, you know one of the biggest film-watching countries in the
world? We’re not going to show your movie because you decided
to get political.’” Hollywood producers are increasingly attempting
to woo the Chinese audience and government with China-friendly
story lines and Chinese actors. Only a limited number of Hollywood
films are allowed into China each year and those dealing with polit-
ical or social topics frowned upon by the ruling Communist Party
are doomed to miss the cut.

Movies that simply mention Tibet and Tibetans aren’t necessari-
ly displeasing to Beijing, although those that criticize its rule over
the Himalayan region, such as the 1997 film “Seven Years in Tibet”
starring Brad Pitt, most definitely are. China says Tibet has been
part of its territory for more than seven centuries, although many
Tibetans say the region was effectively independent for most of
that time.

In a statement, Marvel said it has “a very strong record of diversi-
ty in its casting of films.” “The Ancient One is a title that is not exclu-
sively held by any one character, but rather a moniker passed down
through time, and in this particular film the embodiment is Celtic,”
the Marvel statement said.—AP

Movie ‘Doctor Strange’ turns 
Tibetan man into European woman


