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She also did a quick cover of the Eurythmics’ “Sweet
Dreams,” cast her stage in purple to honor Prince during a
costume change while “Purple Rain” played and dedicated
her final number “Halo” to the late star as fireworks shot into
the night sky.

“Prince, thank you for your beautiful music. ... He’s an
artist that inspired all of us,” she said. In perhaps the most
meaningful moment, Beyonce said her daughter reminded
her on the way to rehearsal earlier in the day that “when I
was a little girl and I dreamed, I dreamed of this day right
now. ... You’re witnessing my dream coming true right now.”

Later, a montage of Jay Z holding the couple’s newborn
child in the hospital played as she sang - a reminder that the
last time she toured, she headlined with her husband.
Wednesday’s show also included a snippet from Jay’s grand-
mother’s 90th birthday telling the crowd she turned life’s
lemons into lemonade.

And Beyonce - whatever state her personal life and mar-
riage is in - appears to be doing the same. Her commanding
performance of “Freedom” served as reminder to the world
that she “breaks chains all by myself. I’m gonna keep running
because a runner don’t quit on herself,” she sang as her
dancers splashed about an onstage pool. She carried that
theme into “Survivor,” encouraging those in the crowd who
had “survived anything in your life, I want you to celebrate with
me tonight.” And, just to keep everyone guessing, she gave a
shout-out to her husband at the end. “I want to dedicate this
song to my beautiful husband,” she said. “I love you so much.”

HBO to Submit  ‘Lemonade’ for Emmy Consideration 
“Lemonade” has left the world abuzz since HBO

debuted the visual album for a 27-hour window Saturday
night. For those who missed it, it’s available for purchase
via iTunes, or streaming via Jay Z’s Tidal platform. But the
television drop makes it eligible for Emmy consideration,
and HBO plans to submit “Lemonade” in the variety spe-
cial category, Variety has learned.

Whether Kahlil Joseph and Beyonce herself, the credited
directors of the piece, can be joined by “additional directors”
Melina Matsoukas, Todd Tourso, Dikayl Rimmasch, Jonas
Akerlund and Mark Romanek remains to be seen. HBO is in
the midst of working out those details.

In 2015, the Emmy for outstanding variety special went to
NBC’s “Saturday Night Live 40th Anniversary Special,” which
edged out, among other nominees, “The Kennedy Center
Honors” on CBS.

Meanwhile, “Lemonade” should be a shoo-in for consid-
eration in the lighting design/lighting direction category,
given the lush imagery from vignette to vignette.  The
frames conjured by the seven d.p.s credited on the film have
drawn comparisons to the work of Terrence Malick, and the
project does have one definitive connection to the reclusive
director: Joseph shot behind-the-scenes footage for Malick’s
2013 film “To the Wonder.”

Beyonce previously received two Emmy nominations, for
her Super Bowl XLVII Halftime Show in 2013 and for the “On
the Run Tour” concert special with Jay Z. — Agencies


