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MEXICO CITY: Mexico’s America players celebrate their victory over Mexico’s Tigres, during the Concacaf Champions League football final, at the
Azteca Stadium in Mexico City. — AFP 

SEOUL: South Korean athletes at the Rio
Olympics wil l  wear long-sleeved kit
impregnated with mosquito repellant to
protect them from the Zika virus, the
national Olympic committee said yester-
day. Brazil-epicenter of the mosquito-
borne Zika virus outbreak, which is
blamed for birth defects in babies-hosts
the 2016 Games in Rio de Janeiro in
August. The South Korean training kit and
uniforms for the opening and closing cer-
emonies will cover most of the body and

be infused with repellant,  a Korean
Olympic Committee spokeswoman said.

Competition clothing cannot be mos-
quito-proofed due to strict regulations,
she added. “But we will distribute mosqui-
to-repellant sprays to the athletes and will
also vaccinate them against other dis-
eases that can be spread by mosquitoes
just in case,” the spokeswoman said. The
committee will also train athletes on ways
to avoid mosquito bites. There is no vac-
cine or cure for the Zika virus, which in

most people causes only mild symptoms-
a rash, joint pain or fever.  Brazil  has
reported around 1.5 million Zika infec-
tions out of a global total of 2.0 million.

The South Korean team is seeking at
least 10 golds in Rio and a top-10 spot in
the medals table.  One of its best
prospects, Ki Bo-Bae, who won individual
and team women’s archery golds at the
London 2012 Games, said she was relaxed
about the Zika scare. “I went to Brazil
twice for training and people there didn’t

seem too concerned about it and the ath-
letes didn’t experience any discomfort.
“So no, I don’t feel uneasy,” Ki said. And
national archery team coach Moon
Hyung-Cheol was equally untroubled-
although he was also reassured by the
anti-mosquito clothing. “By the time we
go, there will be no mosquitos because
there weren’t any when we went last
September,” he said. “Also, our team uni-
form is completely mosquito repellent,”
he added. — AFP 

Olympics: S Korea unveils mosquito-repellent kit

Club America lift CONCACAF Champions League
MEXICO CITY: Club America captured
the CONCACAF Champions League
title for a second straight year on
Wednesday after a 2-1 win over Tigres
gave them a 4-1 aggregate triumph.
Club America followed up a 2-0 victory
over Tigres last week with another
strong effort in front of a packed crowd
at Estadio Azteca in Mexico City and
will represent the region at the Club
World Cup in Japan. The defending
champions fell behind in the 39th
minute where France international
Andre-Pierre Gignac converted to put
Tigres on the scoreboard first. 

But that was as close as they would
ever come to catching Club America in
the overall aggregate. Tigres opened
the second half with spirit and retained
much of the possession before
Ecuadorian Michael Arroyo came on as
a substitute in the 65th and struck soon
from the edge of the box to give Club
America some breathing room. Osvaldo
Martinez sealed things and set off the
celebration in the 87th minute where
he converted a penalty shot following a
tackle on Miguel Samudio. This was the
11th straight time a team from Mexico’s
first division has won the CONCACAF
regional club tournament. — Reuters

Drunk Liverpool
fans force 

emergency landing

LIMOGES: A flight from Liverpool to
Alicante was forced to land in
France yesterday after two drunken
British nationals began fighting on
board.  The incident took place
onboard a Ryanair flight between
two men believed to be Liverpool
supporters on their way to their
team’s Europa League semi-final
first leg against Villarreal. 

The captain said he decided to
divert to the central French city of
Limoges as he felt the incident was
endangering the other passengers.
Both men were taken to a local
police station. 

“They are being held while they
sober up, and between them being
drunk and the language barrier, it
is difficult to be certain about their
reasons for the fight and going to
Spain,” said a police spokesman.
“The two men will be heard later in
the day, when an English-speaking
interpreter is present.” The Boeing
737, carrying just over 180 passen-
gers, was able to resume its flight
to Spain. — AFP 

PARIS: French champions Paris  Saint-
Germain continue to tick off their remaining
league fixtures as they welcome Rennes to
the capital today night, knowing that a win
would equal their own Ligue 1 points record.
Laurent Blanc’s men made it three French
League Cup triumphs in a row last weekend,
despite being reduced to 10 men, thanks to
Angel Di Maria’s winner against Lille.

Now they will turn their attention back to
the league, where they are 27 points clear at
the top of the table with just four matches to
play. PSG have just one game left this season
of any real importance, the French Cup final
against arch rivals Marseille at the Stade de
France on May 21, although they need just
four more points to break the Ligue 1 record
of 89 that they set in 2013-14. 

The only disappointment for the club this
season was the Champions League quarter-
final exit at the hands of Manchester City, but
Qatari chairman Nasser Al-Khelaifi quashed
speculation about coach Blanc’s future by
saying that he would stay at the club next

term. Some of the PSG players, including
Zlatan Ibrahimovic and Javier Pastore, were
allowed to go on holiday to Las Vegas after
the French League Cup win. Rennes coach
Rolland Courbis though brushed off any
thoughts that the weekend trip could affect
their performance or fitness levels today.
“Given that they have had three days’ rest, I
have other things to do than to judge PSG
players and they had permission to go to Las
Vegas,” he told sports daily L’Equipe. 

“I would have preferred them to have just
played in the Champions League semi-finals,
or to have just played a Ligue 1 game like Lille
and Angers (on Wednesday), but we are not
in charge. “After their three days’ rest, they
can do what they want.”

Rennes have dropped out of the race for
Champions League qualification after picking
up just one point in their last three matches,
although Courbis still thinks that a top-six fin-
ish and a possible Europa League place are
within his side’s grasp with three games to
go. “Two wins could be enough to finish sixth,

which would be much better than seventh,”
Courbis, whose team sit one point behind
sixth-placed Lille, added. 

“The minimum target for our last three
games against PSG, Montpellier and Bastia is
six points. “We must stay professional and not
let go when there is still something we can
achieve, and that something is sixth. It’s not
easy, but it’s not impossible.”

It will be tough for Rennes to pick up one
of their two targeted victories at the Parc des
Princes, where PSG have lost just once in 37
league matches. 

Having said that, the Brittany club have
only been defeated twice in their last eight
Ligue 1 trips to the capital. German goalkeep-
er Kevin Trapp is likely to return in place of
Salvatore Sirigu for PSG, with Di Maria and
Ibrahimovic looking to cap off a week in
which they were both nominated for the
Ligue 1 Player of the Year award. Courbis has
said that striker Kamil Grosicki is a doubt with
a muscle problem, while Fallou Diagne is sus-
pended. — AFP 
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