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By Attorney Fajer Ahmed

Rental laws

Kuwait’s population increased by 100,000 fami-
lies in the past 10 years, not counting the thou-
sands of people that are coming to Kuwait to

work. Therefore, it is no surprise that Arabic newspa-
pers had headlines yesterday about government
plans to increase housing units in Kuwait, with an
estimated 28,300 units set to house more than 40,000
people being built right now in South Mutlaa. 

Until then though, there seem to be many com-
plaints on the rental situation in Kuwait by both
Kuwaitis and expats alike. Issues such as hiking up
rents without notice, renewal of contracts, mainte-
nance disputes and so on. I have gathered repeated
questions by my readers and have answered them in
general, hoping that they will help as many people as
possible. 

Five-year period
Question: I have been living in an apartment for

12 years and I renewed my tenancy agreement with
the landlord in 2015. Can the landlord increase the
rent before the five-year period is complete?

Fajer: Generally speaking, rent for private or resi-
dency (non-commercial) properties can only be
increased once every five years. With that said, your
landlord can increase the rent if you agree to the pro-
posed increase in rent. This is very tricky. Let me give
an example. 

Your rent is KD 200 and five years have not passed
for you as a tenant in the flat. Your landlord requests
an increase to KD 300. You feel pressured. You end up
paying him the KD 300. Your payment can be seen as
proof that you agree to the proposed increase in rent!

Your landlord can also by law increase the rent
before five years, if you are paying 50 percent less
than the market price. Let me give another example.
You are paying KD 200. Your neighbors are all paying
KD 450 for the same apartment. Than your landlord
has the right to increase the rent. This can also be
tricky, because sometimes it is not so clear if some-
one is paying 50 percent less than the market price.
The court has the final discretion in such matters.

Eviction threat
Question: I am staying in a flat and I think I have

an expired contract. My flat rent was KD 200 but it
suddenly increased by 60 percent. I have only been
living here for a year. The landlord would not agree to
provide me with a copy of the new contract. He has
threatened me by claiming he will cut off my electric-
ity and water. Recently, he has threatened to evict me
from the flat by sending his sons over late at night to
create trouble. Yesterday, his sons arrived with an
intention to fight! Is this right? What can I do?

Fajer: Generally speaking, I do not give advice on
such issues without reviewing contracts and other
documents, because what is written is highly impor-
tant and can make a difference. So assuming your
contract has ended, (although it is worth mentioning
that rental contracts do renew automatically), your
landlord has no right to behave this way. I suggest
you start paying the rent at the court, and if he is vio-
lent or tries to create trouble again, do not hesitate to
contact the police.

Grace period
Question: Please I want to ask a question that is

disturbing my mind about rent. I rented a room five
months ago for a year and the owner of my flat is
telling me to move out. I told him that how can you
ask me to move out on the 23rd of the month? How
many days or months as grace does the landlord
need to give me? And is the grace with payment or
without payment of the rent? 

Fajer: First of all, your landlord cannot ask you to
move out without a reason! There should be a solid
reason for him/her to ask you to move out. The only
way your landlord can kick you out without a grace
period is if you have done any of the following:

1) If tenant has not paid rent.
2) If the tenant rents out the residency to a third

person without permission.
3) If the residence is being used for illegal activi-

ties.
4) If the building is no longer safe.
Another common reason might be that the build-

ing will be demolished or if the building violates any
health and safety regulations. The grace period usual-
ly is six months. Has your landlord given you a valid
reason? If not, then I suggest you pay the rent at the
court and not to him directly, and don’t leave the
building. 

15 days
Question: My contract has ended and my land-

lord is asking me to leave, which I understand, but
shouldn’t I be entitled to a grace period?

Fajer: Your grace period by law depends on how
often you pay rent. If you pay rent monthly, like most
of Kuwait, than your grace period is 15 days.

For any legal questions or queries, email
ask@fajerthelawyer.com.

Legalese

By Meshaal Al-Enezi

KUWAIT: Businessmen who employ less
than five workers can pay their salaries in
cash without the need to transfer them
through banks, according to a new deci-
sion issued by the Public Authority for
Manpower (PAM). Employers in this case
who fail to  transfer the salaries of their
employees should prepare a record prov-
ing that the payments were made on time,
said Aseel Al-Mizyed, Spokesperson and
Director of Public Relations and
Information at PAM. The inspection depart-
ment will prepare a register of those pay-
ing employees their salaries without trans-
ferring it to banks, she added.

Workers’ death
Secretary General of the Ministry of

Electricity and Water ’s (MEW ) Workers
Union Nawaf Buyabes asked for informa-
tion about the drowning deaths of con-
tract workers on Saturday at the West
Doha station. He demanded an investiga-
tion to make sure about the contractor’s
compliance with safety and security pro-
cedures. Buyabes said this incident is not
the first of its kind, as there have been
many accidents in the past and the fault
is that of the companies that are not
qualified, along with the existence of
grave mistakes and violat ions.  He
demanded that all companies provide
safety and security requirements in a way

that f its  the nature of  work they are
doing.

Gas prices
Municipal  Counci l  member and

Farwaniya Committee Chairman Nayef Al-
Sour criticized the government’s inten-
tions to hike gasoline prices, adding that
the simple citizen will be harmed by this
unstudied decision. He said Kuwait is
among the major  oi l  producers  and
exporters, and subsidizing fuel is among
the priorities that “we have been used to
for years.” He said this unfair decision
must be scrapped, especially that the
decision will cause limited income peo-
ple to lose much. 

KUWAIT: Aseel Al-Mizyed, Spokesperson
and Director of Public Relations and
Information at the Public Authority for
Manpower. — Photo by Yasser Al-Zayyat

Companies with less than 5
workers can pay staff in cash

Union demands probe into workers’ death

By A Saleh

KUWAIT: The Public Authority for Housing Welfare has
placed low-cost house project on its priority list, relying
on amendments to law 36/2016 that were approved by
both legislative and executive branches during Ramadan
that lead to several choices for final implementation. If
completed, makeshift houses in Sulaibiya and Taima will
be removed within four years. Sources said law 45/2007
commits the housing authority to establish a Kuwaiti
shareholding company that designs, executes, operates
and maintains low-cost homes to replace existing houses
in Jahra and Sulaibiya. Sources said that only one compa-
ny submitted a bid earlier, which made the authority
amend the law in cooperation with the National
Assembly, allowing the housing care authority to consid-
er several options to carry out the project. The low-cost
home project will be built four kilometers south of Salmy
Road, 45 km from Kuwait City.

Makeshift homes
to be removed
in four years

By Hanan Al-Saadoun

KUWAIT: Firemen put out a fire that broke out in a store of
wedding and celebratory materials in Farwaniya Saturday
night. Farwaniya, Ardhiya, and technical rescue responded.
The fire was on the first floor, which had cardboard boxes
and tables. The fire was put out and no injuries were
reported.

Coastguard operations
Coastguardsmen carried out several missions in July, as

24 persons were assisted at mid-sea. The Interior Ministry’s
Relations and Security Information Department said coast-
guard patrols assisted 62 vessels, in addition to surfacing a
boat and five floating bodies. Seven boats where ordered
away from off-limits areas and three from Kuwait territorial
waters. Four persons were rescued from drowning and
efforts were made to locate five persons missing, while 82
jet-skis were moved away from beaches. Patrols found 17
violations of fish resources, besides carrying out patrols to
secure sensitive areas.

Traffic violations
Meanwhile, the traffic department issued 41,100 cita-

tions, impounded 1,939 vehicles and six motorcycles, jailed
86 persons and sent 25 persons for deportation for driving
without a license. This happened during operations for traf-
fic police last week, the Interior Ministry said in a statement.

No injuries in
Farwaniya fire

KUWAIT: Kuwait authorities have
arrested a citizen who allegedly was
involved in trying to recruit militants
in India in support of the Islamic State
(IS). The man was identified, reported-
ly through the support of Indian intel-
ligence but was arrested in Kuwait. 

Named as Abdullah Hadi Abdul
Rehman Al-Enezi, the citizen arranged
finances for the travel of several
Indian nationals from India to Syria,
the Times of India has reported. The
citizen has reportedly admitted to ‘ter-
ror financing and recruiting for IS’. 

According to the report, four
Indians traveled to Syria via Iraq in
2014 with money arranged from
Kuwait. One of the suspects, identified
as Areeb Majeed was the first IS oper-
ative to be arrested by Indian agen-
cies when he was placed under arrest
upon his return to India in November
2014. Abdullah Hadi reportedly trans-
ferred money to Majeed, who
received his number from another
person he contacted because he
needed money to travel further to
Syria from Iraq, the report indicates.

“Officials say that Kuwait has not only
arrested Abdullah Hadi but has also
verified his links with Islamic terror
financing ring,” it added.

“[Indian authorities] had
approached 11 countries including
Kuwait,  US, Turkey, Luxemburg,
Singapore, Australia, Canada,
Afghanistan, Hong Kong, China and
others seeking details on contacts,
finances, travel details and
chats/email conversations of Areeb
Majeed and three others,” the report
reads.

Kuwait arrests man suspected of
funding IS sympathizers in India

KUWAIT: Al-Ahli Bank of Kuwait (ABK) recently announced
the successful completion of its First Aid Training Session
for employees.  The session, which was held in the
Learning and Development Unit at ABK’s Hawally branch,
saw two groups of employees receiving training from rep-
resentatives of the National Campaign for Life Saving, a
program initiated by the Ministry of Health. At the end of
the training employees who successfully complete and
pass will be certified by the American Heart Association.

The course focuses on equipping individuals with basic

first aid practices and the necessary responses for emer-
gency cases such as electric shock treatment, cardiopul-
monary resuscitation (CPR) and preliminary revival.

ABK believes in preparing employees for any given sce-
nario as part of their well-rounded training at the Bank.
Equipping them with essential skills such as first aid
ensures that they can meet any reasonable health emer-
gency challenge. For more information about ABK please
visit eahli.com or contact an ABK customer service agent
via ‘Ahlan Ahli’ at 1899899.

ABK employees successfully
complete first aid training 

KUWAIT: Kuwait Municipality carried out a campaign to refurbish signboards and ensure that stores’ signs match their licenses. The campaign resulted in issuing 18 citations
for non-renewal, having an unlicensed sign and other violations. — By Hanan Al-Saadoun


