
Speaker visits Cuba

KUWAIT: Kuwait’s Ambassador to Cuba Bader Al-Awadi
has met with president of the foreign affairs committee
in the Cuban National Assembly of People’s Power
Yolanda Ferrera Gomez. Awadi said in a statement yes-
terday that the meeting was to coordinate prepara-
tions for the Speaker of the National Assembly
Marzouq Al-Ghanem’s visit to the Republic next
October. Awadi added that he values the role played
by the Cuban National Assembly in enhancing bilateral
relations and cooperation between the two countries
in the past years. — KUNA

Educational cooperation

CAIRO: Outgoing head of Kuwait’s Culture Bureau
in Cairo Dr Fareh Al-Enazi underlined the impor-
tance of cementing Kuwaiti-Egyptian relations in
all domains, especially the educational and cultural
ones. In a ceremony held to hand over his respon-
sibilities to the new head of the Bureau Dr Ahmad
Al-Mutairi, he lauded the current level of coopera-
tion between the Bureau and the Egyptian
Ministry of Higher Education. Egyptian officials
have been keen on welcoming and helping
Kuwaiti students in Egypt, he noted. — KUNA

Equestrian ‘godfather’

KUWAIT: Kuwait has lost the ‘godfather of equestrian,’ the
late Mohammad Hadi Al-Otaibi, said Information Minister
Sheikh Salman Sabah Al-Salem Al-Humoud Al-Sabah.
“Kuwait lost a cavalier; who for the last five decades,
pledged himself to serve this authentic Arabian sport. The
knight has finally dismounted his stallion,” Sheikh Salman,
also Minister of State for Youth Affairs, said in a statement
mourning Otaibi’s passing. Along with equestrian, Otaibi’s
name was linked with camel races, as he founded the Al-
Ahmadi Equestrian Club, which contributed to the sport’s
popularity, the minister noted. — KUNA
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In Brief

KUWAIT: Fresh shrimp returned to local markets after fishing in international waters opened last week. Shrimping in territorial waters will begin in the middle of the
month, which would help drop prices. — Photos by Yasser Al-Zayyat
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AMMAN: Two Kuwaiti academics
stressed yesterday the importance of
using all available means of communi-
cation and Information Technologies
in the educational process. This came
in remarks after participating in the
Fifth Conference for Talent and
Excellence Researches on Education
and Means of Communication and
Information Technology” hosted by
the University of Jordan.

Dr Nadia Al-Oraifan, General
Supervisor of Social Studies at
Kuwait ’s Ministry of Education,
stressed the importance of training
the teachers on using the social
media in the educational process
due to its positive impact. She
pointed out that the rapid develop-
ment of information technology in
the current era requires a constant
educational improvement by using
all available means of communica-

tion and Information Technologies.
Meanwhile, Dr  Saleh Al-Saeed,

social studies advisor in Al-Jahra
Educational area, said the participa-
tion in the conference is a good
opportunity to know the reality of
education in the Arab region, and
to find the best ways and tools to
develop the educational process
through the use of social media.

The two-day conference tackled
education issues and means of
communication and Information
Technology with regards to the stu-
dent character, education pro-
grams, education for persons with
disabilities, innovation, creativity
and academic achievement, learn-
ing environment and school man-
agement and teachers, techniques
and methods of educational and
psychological counseling among
others. —  KUNA

Academics stress 

importance of social

media in education

Dr Nadia Al-Oraifan (left) and Dr Saleh Al-Saeed.

KUWAIT: Director General of the
Public Authority for Youth (PAY )
Abdulrahman Al-Mutairi announced
yesterday that the authority would
organize a ceremony Thursday to

launch its strategy for the coming
five years. He expressed gratitude to
His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah
Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah for his
sponsorship of the event to be held
at Abdullah Al-Jaber Theater in the
campus of Kuwait University. His
Highness the Amir ’s patronage
reflects his great care and support
for youth and their issues, he noted.

Mutairi unveiled that the strategy
would translate His Highness the
Amir’s directives for building the
capacity, supporting and empower-
ing youth as well as for creating a
conducive environment for their
success, creativity and innovation.
The multi-faceted strategy aims to
harness the skills of Kuwaiti youth,
both males and females, and to help
them find new and creative solu-
tions to overcome challenges
imposed by the rapidly changing
world, he said. — KUNA

KUWAIT: Aviation Lease and Finance Company
(ALAFCO) announced yesterday that it has complet-
ed the acquisition of a nine-aircraft portfolio from GE
Capital Aviation Services (GECAS). Kuwait-based
ALAFCO said in a statement that the portfolio com-
prises of highly attractive Airbus and Boeing aircraft
already on long-term lease to well-established air-
lines in Asia, with three of the airlines joining ALAFCO
as new customers.

ALAFCO added that it’s keen on serving the needs
of its new customers Lion Air, Juneyao Airlines and
Citilink, as well as expanding its existing relationship
with Nok Air. Lion Air is Indonesia’s largest privately-
run airline and one of the largest low-cost carriers in
the Southeast Asia region, while Juneyao Airlines is
part of a major privately owned Chinese group.

Thai Airways International-Thailand’s flag carrier
owns the largest stake in Nok Air, while Citilink is the
low-cost subsidiary of the national carrier of
Indonesia (Garuda Indonesia). ALAFCO also men-
tioned that the acquisition is in line with its growth
strategy, which includes the acquisition of aircraft
with lease attached from other lessors, as well as sale
and lease-back transactions with airlines.

Additionally, ALAFCO has contracted with Boeing
and Airbus to acquire 117 new technology aircraft to
be delivered between 2017 and 2021. ALAFCO aims
to have a fleet of more than 100 aircraft by the end of
the decade. The statement pointed out that the cus-
tomers and aircraft involved in this transaction

include Lion Air (2x B737-800), Juneyao Airlines (2x
A321-200), Citilink (3x A320-200) and Nok Air (2x
B737-800). ALAFCO is a global aircraft leasing compa-
ny which is headquartered in Kuwait. Its main activi-
ties include aircraft operating leases, sale and lease-
backs and aircraft lease management. Its portfolio

consists of 62 Airbus and Boeing aircraft comprising
of A320, B737 and B777 aircraft which are leased to
19 airlines in 13 countries across the world, and it
also invests in new technology aircraft and has a firm
order of 117 aircraft comprising of 85 A320neo, 12
A350-900XWB, and 20 B737max aircraft. — KUNA
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