
ADEN: A suicide bomber rammed
his vehicle into a large group of
army reinforcements in south
Yemen yesterday, killing five sol-
diers,  military officials said.
Another seven soldiers were
wounded in the attack targeting
troops who had been sent from
the main southern city of Aden to
Lahj province to fight jihadists,
the sources said. A military official
said it was unclear whether the
attack had been carried out by Al-
Qaeda or the Islamic State group,
both of which have gained
ground in the south and claimed

deadly anti-government assaults
in the past.

The bombing came hours after
clashes between troops and
jihadists in Lahj, the military offi-
cials told AFP, adding that Saudi-
led coalition jets also took part in
the fighting. Also yesterday, sus-
pected members of Al-Qaeda
shot dead an army colonel in
nearby Abyan province, a military
source said. 

The gunmen on a motorbike
opened fire at Colonel Abdullah
Shamba, killing him immediately
before driving off, the official said.

Shamba headed a local anti-Al-
Qaeda militia in Abyan.

Late on Saturday, coalition jets
attacked Al-Qaeda positions in
Abyan’s provincial capital of
Zinjibar and in the nearby town of
Jaar,  military sources said.
Government forces backed by the
Arab coalition began an all-out
offensive in March against
jihadists in south Yemen, recap-
turing main cities they had held.
But they later retreated from
Zinjibar after Al-Qaeda militants
struck back.

Jihadists have exploited the

power vacuum created by the
conflict between the government
and Huthi rebels and their allies to
expand their presence in south
and southeast Yemen. 

The Arab coalition which backs
the Yemeni government against
pro-Iran rebels has also turned its
sights on the jihadists, and the
United States has pressed its
drone war against them.
Washington considers the Yemen-
based Al-Qaeda in the Arabian
Peninsula,  or AQAP, to be the
extremist network ’s deadliest
franchise. — AFP 
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BEIRUT: Islamic State suicide bombers
yesterday attacked a military base for
US-backed fighters near the Syrian-
I raqi  border,  leaving several  dead
before blowing themselves up, rebel
sources and the militants said yester-
day. They said the dawn attack on the
heavily defended military camp near
the Syrian Al-Tanf border crossing with
Iraq involved at least one explosive-
laden vehicle that rammed the gate of
the base which was set up by the fledg-
ling, Pentagon-trained New Syria Army.
Another rebel said the militants were
not able to storm the heavily fortified

camp where large sand barriers have
been erected to prevent such incur-
sions and attacks in an area where the
mil itants operate with hit  and run
attacks.

“It’s a well-defended camp and they
tried to storm it but the suicide vehicle
was targeted and hit,” said Said Seif Al-
Qalamoni, a rebel familiar with operat-
ing in the same area. He added that
there were at least one dead and sever-
al wounded. Qalamoni said jets from
the US-led coalition against Islamic
State shortly after struck at several
vehicles believed to be driven by the

militants in the sparsely populated
desert area. Amaq, a news agency affili-
ated to Islamic State, said two suicide
bombers had attacked the camp and
detonated an explosive -laden car
before storming the compound and
detonating their suicide vests.

The New Syria Army was formed
around 18 months ago using insur-
gents driven from eastern Syria at the
height of Islamic State’s rapid expan-
sion in 2014.  Diplomats and rebel
sources say US special forces are train-
ing hundreds of  f ighters from the
group in camps in Jordan. The Tanf

crossing, which was captured from
Islamic State militants last year, is a 240
k m (150 miles)  drive from Syria’s
ancient city of Palmyra, also known as
Tadmur.

Scores of Islamic State militants
moved south into southern Syria and
the Tanf area after they were driven out
of Palmyra in central Syria this year. The
militants, who control a swathe of terri-
tory spreading from Iraq into central
Syria, still control the Al-Bukamal Syria-
Iraq border crossing near Deir Al-Zour.
The New Syria Army, with the backing
of Western special forces and US-led air

strikes, launched an attack last June
from the Tanf base on Al-Buk amal
northeast of Tanf. 

But the operation, which aimed to
capture the town and cut supply lines
for the group between Syria and Iraq,
failed after rebels were encircled on the
approaches of  the town after  the
jihadists mounted a counter-attack.
The New Syria Army’s base in Tanf has
been hit twice previously by Russian
air strikes, even after the US military
used emergenc y channels  to ask
Moscow to stop after the first strike, US
officials say. —Reuters

IS hits US-backed Syrian rebel base near Iraq border

PARIS: While grain silos in many Western coun-
tries may overflow this winter, tens of millions of
people risk going without food as hunger is
being used more than ever as a weapon of war.
More than 50 million people living in 17 con-
flict-ridden countries are in “severe food insecu-
rity”, two UN agencies warned recently. The pro-
tracted conflicts in Yemen and Syria place those
two nations at the top of the list established by
the Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO)
and the World Food Program (WFP). In Yemen,
14 million people-over half the population-are
now considered to be facing a food crisis or
emergency. Meanwhile in Syria, 8.7 million peo-
ple or 37 percent of the pre-conflict population,
“need urgent food, nutrition and livelihoods
assistance”, in particular aid to farmers, said the
agencies.

The same goes for parts of northeastern
Nigeria, which has borne the brunt of an insur-
gency by Boko Haram islamists since 2009, and
where the aid group Doctors Without Borders
estimates half a million people face a humanitar-
ian catastrophe. Thousands of hungry people
forced from their homes by fighting there had to
wait until the end of July to receive their first
food aid.

Syria wheat harvest halved 
Meanwhile, most of the world’s top wheat

producers are enjoying bumper crops, pushing
prices down on global commodity markets and
benefiting countries like Egypt that are depend-
ent upon imports. But for countries gripped by
conflict, importing food is logistically difficult if
not impossible and at prices out of the reach of
most of the population which have lost their
livelihoods. Maintaining local agricultural pro-
duction, even traditional small-scale farms, thus
often becomes critically important for reducing
hunger while helping keep down the number of
refugees, said the head of the FAO’s emergency
unit, Dominique Burgeon. “It is clear that agricul-
ture plays an important role in the resilience of
populations faced with the shock of war,” he told
AFP in a telephone interview. 

In certain parts of Syria this year people who
have been displaced from other regions are
helping till the fields and take in the harvest.
Even so, that hasn’t saved the agricultural sector,
on which four-fifths of the rural population

depends, from collapse. “In Syria, all the industri-
al chicken farms have been destroyed, which
affects the poorest people as chicken was the
most affordable source of protein,” said Burgeon.
The FAO estimates that only 1.9 million tons of
wheat will be harvested this year in Syria, less
than half of the 4 million tons it produced before
the war. Nevertheless, it has had difficulties in
persuading donor nations to reach into their
pockets to fund purchases of seeds, fertilizers
and tools for Syrian farmers.

More farming = less migration  
“We want to show the impact of food security

on the stabilization of the population,” said
Burgeon, expressing his disappointment that
the appeal for $86 million of funds has so far
received only a tenth of that sum. In June, Pope
Francis condemned the fact it is often more diffi-
cult to deliver humanitarian aid than to obtain

weapons. “It makes no difference where arms
come from; they circulate with brazen and virtu-
ally absolute freedom in many parts of the
world,” said the pontiff during a visit to the WFP’s
headquarters. “As a result, wars are fed, not peo-
ple.” But the farm aid needs to be adapted to
weather conditions in target countries.

Burgeon warned that despite the best of
intentions certain non-governmental organiza-
tions risked doing harm by importing seeds not
appropriate for the local climate, which would
“set the country back years”.  Farmers in Syria
are already finding it impossible to obtain seeds
developed by local agronomists due to the war,
which has forced the closure of the nation’s
seed bank. Syria has become the first nation to
make a withdrawal at the world’s seed bank
buried in a mountain off the Svalbard islands in
the Arctic Ocean to replace destroyed local
seeds. —AFP

Hunger a weapon of war
in Syria, Yemen, Nigeria

‘As a result, wars are fed, not people’

SYRIA: File photo shows Syrians unload boxes after a 48-truck convoy from the ICRC, SARC and UN entered the Syrian rebel-held town of
Talbiseh, a besieged area in northern rural Homs. —AFP

ZUBAIR, Iraq: Hundreds of Iraqis from the
southern district of Zubair clashed with
security forces yesterday when they
attempted to block a road leading to oil
fields during a protest. Police held dozens
of demonstrators following the incident,
which did not lead to any injuries among
the protesters nor the security forces, an
AFP correspondent reported. Zubair lies
near the country’s main port city of Basra,
450 kilometers (280 miles) southeast of
Baghdad. The protesters tried to block
access to some oil fields in the area to press
their demand for jobs in the sector, which is
the backbone of the nation’s economy.
Exports from Iraq’s southern oil fields
topped 3.2 million barrels last month. The
country is the world’s fourth producer and

holds the world’s fifth-largest reserves.
“Zubair’s oil is being stolen by thieves”

the protesters chanted. “It’s our oil, we have
a right to it,” was another of their slogans. “I
graduated in computer engineering five
years ago and I still haven’t found a job,”
said one of the demonstrators, Ahmed
Hassan Al-Tamimi. “Most of the youth in
Zubair is unemployed. Even when the oil
companies are hiring, they bring people
from other provinces and nobody cares
about our area because we don’t belong to
any party and have no connections,” he
said. Despite its oil wealth, the Basra region
suffers from poor services and was at the
heart of the protest movement sparked last
summer by exasperation over the lack of
electricity and water. —AFP

Protesters clash with
police near Iraq oil site

GAZA: A Palestinian representative of US-
based Christian charity  World Vision
denies Israeli allegations that he funneled
millions of dollars in aid money to the
Islamist militant group Hamas, his lawyer
said yesterday. Mohammad El Halabi,
World Vision’s manager of operations in
the Gaza Strip, was arrested by Israel on
June 15 while crossing into the enclave,
which is under the de facto rule of Hamas,
a group on the Israeli and US terrorism
blacklists.

Briefing reporters on Thursday, a senior
Israeli security official said Halabi, who has
run the group’s Gaza operations since
2010, had been under surveillance. The
Israeli official said Halabi confessed to
siphoning off some $7.2 million a year,
about 60 percent of World Vision’s Gaza
funding, to pay Hamas fighters, buy arms,
pay for other activities and build fortifica-
tions. “Mohammad (El Halabi) denies all

these accusations. He denied it  all,”
Jerusalem-based lawyer Mohammad
Mahmoud, who was assigned to represent
El Halabi by the charity group, told Reuters
by phone yesterday..

Mahmoud said he met his client during
a court session last week, and these were
his first comments made publicly. World
Vision had already said it was “shocked” by
Israel’s allegations, and while it had no rea-
son to believe them to be true, it would
review the evidence. Hamas has denied
any connection to Halabi. After the case
was made public, Australia suspended aid
to World Vision. 

The US State Department, according to
one official, is concerned by the allegations
and following the investigation closely.
Yesterday, dozens of Palestinians who used
to benefit from World Vision aid in Gaza
rallied in solidarity with Halabi, demanding
his release. —Reuters

SANAA: This file photo shows Yemeni men carrying food aid provided by the World Food
Program (WFP) to help families affected by the ongoing conflict between loyalist forces and
Huthi rebels, in the Yemeni capital Sanaa. —AFP

Palestinian denies funneling 
charity money to Hamas 

Bomber kills five soldiers in Yemen

JERUSALEM: Palestinian women hold pictures of prisoners during a protest
demanding better detention conditions for Palestinians who are imprisoned in
Israeli jails, in front of the offices of the International Committee of the Red Cross
(ICRC) in East Jerusalem yesterday. Families of prisoners continued to protest a day
after more than 300 Palestinian prisoners reportedly halted a hunger strike after
Israel prison authorities agreed to end ‘humiliating’ body searches and return
recently transferred prisoners. The banner in the background shows Bilal Kayed, a
prisoner who has reportedly been fasting for almost two months over his detention
without trial. — AFP 

Women and children eat on the floor in an overcrowded space at Dibaga camp for
internally displaced civilians yesterday. — AP 


