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WASHINGTON: As secretary of state, Hillary Clinton
basked in a diplomatic “Moscow Spring,” seizing on
Vladimir Putin’s break from the presidency to help
seal a nuclear arms-control treaty and secure
Russia’s acquiescence to a NATO-led military inter-
vention in Libya. But when Putin returned to the top
job, things changed.

Clinton, the Democratic presidential nominee,
has vowed to stand up to Putin if elected, drawing
on her four years of ups and downs as the public
face of President Barack Obama’s first-term “reset”
with Russia. By comparison, her Republican oppo-
nent, Donald Trump, has rung alarm bells in
Washington and Europe with his overtures to the
authoritarian Russian leader. But Clinton’s wrangles
with Russia led to mixed results. And her fortunes
dipped dramatically after Putin replaced Dmitry
Medvedev as president in May 2012.

Just weeks later, Russia outmaneuvered her in
negotiations over a complicated Syria peace plan,
dealing her what was arguably her worst diplomatic
defeat. While Clinton hailed it as a triumph, the war
only escalated. And while her aides still insist she
came out on top, the blueprint effectively gave
Syria’s Moscow-backed president, Bashar Assad, a
veto over any transition government, hampering all
mediation efforts still.

“There is no doubt that when Putin came back
in and said he was going to be president, that did
change the relationship,” Clinton said in a
Democratic debate last year. “We have to stand
up to his bullying and specifically, in Syria it is
important.”

Clinton’s history with Russia is significant given
the surprising role Russia has played in the US presi-
dential campaign. Clinton and her supporters say
she would be far tougher on Moscow than Trump,
whose unusual foreign policy statements include
musings about NATO’s relevance and suggestions
that he could accept Russia’s annexation of
Ukraine’s Crimea region. Russia’s reported hacking
of Democratic Party email accounts also has led to
charges that Putin’s intelligence services are med-
dling in the election, and Trump aided that percep-
tion by publicly encouraging Russia to find and
release more of her emails.

Clinton’s first encounters in Russian diplomacy
began on much more hopeful note. Meeting
Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov in 2009, Clinton
initiated the effort to repair years of bitter rela-
tions, punctuated by a Russian war with neigh-
boring Georgia a year earlier. Offering a large red
reset button, Clinton outlined a broad agenda of
cooperation.

Dividends
The new policy paid dividends. With Putin

focused on domestic matters during a four-year
stint as prime minister, Medvedev opened up a
new corridor for US forces and materiel heading

to Afghanistan. The two nations sealed their
most ambitious arms control pact in a genera-
tion. Washington and Moscow united on new
Iran sanctions. Years of trade negotiations culmi-
nated in Russia’s entry into the World Trade
Organization. But it was perhaps Clinton’s unlike-
liest diplomatic breakthrough that began the
downward spiral: Libya. As America’s European
allies sought a military intervention against
Libyan dictator Moammar Gadhafi,  Clinton
played the role of skeptic, refusing to jump
aboard. When she finally did, it proved critical in
persuading Russia to abstain.  The rebels over-
threw Gadhafi five months later.

Returning as president in May 2012, Putin was

immediately confronted with Syria’s Libya-like
escalation from Arab Spring protests to full-scale
civil war. He played his cards differently than
Medvedev, hinting to Obama that he could drop
his support for the Syrian leader while shielding
Assad from any UN pressure or foreign action that
might chase him from power. Seeking Russia’s
cooperation, Obama and Clinton avoided any talk
that might threaten Russian equities in Syria,
including a large naval base there. Their message
was clear: The US wouldn’t try to pull a future
post-Assad government out of Moscow’s orbit.

It didn’t matter. When the UN proposed a
peace plan that involved ushering Assad out of
power and included penalties for noncompli-

ance, the Russians balked. Faced with stale-
mate, the U.S. and Russia arrived at a formula
for a new government comprised of individuals
chosen by the “mutual consent” of Assad and
the opposition.

Syria
Although Clinton claimed credit for the June

30, 2012, compromise in Geneva, it appeared to
be Russia’s objective all along. Assad is still presi-
dent. Clinton has acknowledged her frustration
with an increasingly hostile Russia on Syria and
other matters as her time in office wound down.
In her final months, Russia ordered the end of all
U.S. Agency for International Development pro-

grams in the country. It approved a new law con-
straining the work of Russian and foreign non-
governmental organizations. It banned U.S. adop-
tions of Russian children.

In December 2012, Clinton accused Putin of
trying to “re-Sovietize” its region. And just before
leaving, she wrote a memo to Obama urging him
to finally suspend a reset that ended once and
for all with Russia’s military incursions in Ukraine
and annexation of Crimea in 2014 - well after
Clinton had left government. “Strength and
resolve were the only language Putin would
understand,” Clinton wrote in her memoir “Hard
Choices,” published shortly afterward. It’s a les-
son she could say she learned firsthand. —AP

Clinton’s ‘Moscow Spring’ 

ended as Putin returned
Wrangles led to mixed results

VLADIVOSTOK, RUSSIA: In this Sept. 8, 2012 pool-file photo, Russian President
Vladimir Putin meets with then-Secretary of State Hillary Clinton. —AP

PHILADELPHIA: Pennsylvania’s attorney
general goes on trial yesterday in a perjury
and obstruction case that comes at the
end of a tumultuous four years in office
marked by petty feuds, a pornographic
email scandal and political intrigue.

Kathleen Kane remains on the job even
though she lost her law license over her
felony arrest. An ethics board accused her
of “egregious conduct” amid criminal
charges she leaked grand jury material to a
newspaper to embarrass enemies and
then lied about it under oath.

The state Supreme Court voted to strip
Kane of the law license, a move she
attacked given that two justices were
forced to step down as part of her crusade
to our state employees who traded offen-
sive, racist and sometimes pornographic
emails. Dozens of people in her office were
also fired or disciplined.

Old boys network
Kane, 50, has said she won’t give up

fighting what she calls the “old boys net-
work” in state government, but she did
not seek re-election this year, and her
term expires in January. She was the first
woman or Democrat elected to the
$159,000-a-year job. “You can arrest me
two times, you can arrest me 10 times. I’m
sure this isn’t the end of the game,” Kane
said after prosecutors added more
charges to the case. “But I will not stop
until the truth comes out, and I will not
stop until the system operates the way it’s
supposed to.”

Kane has hired prominent lawyers to

defend her: First, Bill Clinton confidante
Lanny Davis and now, New York mob
lawyer Gerald Shargel. Several former top
aides are set to testify against her. The trial
judge won’t let the defense wade into the
porn email probe.

Jury selection in Kane’s trial starts
Monday in suburban Philadelphia, where
she appeared before a grand jury investi-
gating the leak of 2009 grand jury infor-
mation about a former NAACP official.
The official was never charged with
wrongdoing.

Kane’s attorneys have argued that she
only authorized the release of nonsecret
information relating to who was charged -
and who wasn’t - by her predecessors. And
she denied that she was sworn to secrecy
about those prior investigations, according
to the arrest warrant. “I was a stay-at-home
mom at the time. ... None of us were sworn
into that grand jury,” she testified, accord-
ing to the affidavit.

However, prosecutors said they found a
signed oath to the contrary during a
search of her Harrisburg offices. Kane is
charged with perjury, a felony, for alleged-
ly lying to the grand jury, and eight misde-
meanor counts that include obstruction,
official oppression, conspiracy and false
swearing.

Her driver, Patrick “Rocco” Reese, was
convicted of contempt of court last year
after a judge said he illegally snooped
through emails about the special grand
jury investigation of his boss. Reese is the
former police chief in Dunmore, near
Kane’s hometown of Scranton. —AP
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top prosecutor goes on trial

WILMINGTON, NORTH CAROLINA:
Johnny Small was just 15 when
police came to arrest him in 1988 -
so young he assumed he was in
trouble for a curfew violation.
Instead, police charged him with
first-degree murder of a woman
who owned a tropical-fish store - a
place Small says he’d never even vis-
ited. He was convicted and sen-
tenced to life behind bars, mainly on
the testimony of co-defendant - a
friend who once lived with Small’s
family. That man, David Bollinger,
has since recanted. Bollinger says he
testified only because prosecutors
promised his charged would be
dropped in exchange, and threat-
ened the death penalty if he didn’t
cooperate.

Now, at 43, Small has a chance at
freedom. A hearing is scheduled to

begin Monday for Small, who has
always maintained his innocence.
The judge could vacate the convic-
tion, order a new trial or uphold the
conviction. Small “has spent his
entire adult life and part of his child-
hood in prison for a crime he did
not commit,” a defense motion says.
Now, he’s grateful his one-time
friend, Bollinger, came forward,
even though it took decades, he
told The Associated Press in an inter-
view at New Hanover County

Correctional Center. “He’s doing
what he thinks is right, what he
knows is right,” said Small, adding
that he hasn’t communicated with
Bollinger since his former friend tes-
tified. “And I’m happy for that. But
am I going to jump for joy? No.
Because he should have.”

If released
If Small is released, he’ll be in a

world that he’s seen only on televi-
sion. Before prison, he listened to
music on cassette tapes. He’s never
used a cellphone or Facebook. He
has driven a car, but not legally, he
said, breaking into one of his few
smiles during the interview.

He’s made no big plans if he’s
released other than seeking thera-
py, leaving Wilmington and getting
a job. Defense attorney Chris

Mumma is hopeful Small will go free
- no physical evidence tied him to
the death of Pam Dreher at her fish
shop - and she says in court filings
there’s “absolutely no remaining evi-
dence of guilt in the case.”

Prosecutors declined to com-
ment, but in response to defense
motions say the latest evidence
“does little other than discredit or
impeach witness testimony, making
it insufficient to support a claim for
a new trial and certainly does not

support outright dismissal of the
case.”

A record number of  people
falsely convicted of crimes - 149 -
were exonerated in 2015, accord-
ing to the National Registry of
Exonerations. The registry is a
project  of  the University of
Michigan Law School  and has
documented more than 1,850
such cases in the U.S.

Bollinger called the N.C. Center
on Actual Innocence in 2012, saying
his testimony was false. Small’s
defense motion lays out other dis-
crepancies, including problems with
the Crimestoppers call that lead
police to Small and Bollinger.

At trial, Bollinger testified that he
had no deal with prosecutors. After
the state Court of Appeals upheld
Small’s conviction in 1991, the
charge against Bollinger was
dropped. Bollinger ’s attorney
declined to comment to The
Associated Press.

Small says he doesn’t blame
Bollinger anymore. “I just let it go
because it was hurting me more
than it was doing anything,” Small
said. “I was hurting myself. Carrying
around all that hate, what’s it going
to do? It’s going to destroy you.”

Tropical Paradise owner Dreher
was 32 when she died of a single
gunshot wound to the head. The AP
reached her brother, Mark Alan
Smith, who declined to comment.
Her husband, David Dreher, couldn’t
be reached. Reports at the time of
Dreher’s death said police believed
robbery was the motive - $173 was
missing from the register - but her
purse and jewelry were left behind.

Margie Hilburn, 95, who lives
across the street from David Dreher,
remembers Pam Dreher as “a lovely
person ... and it broke David’s heart
when he found out that somebody
killed her. “Small has endured his
own losses while imprisoned. His
mother died in February, and Small
attended her funeral with two cor-
rectional officers. “It’s hard enough
living here day by day, knowing
she’s gone,” he said, holding back
tears. “So I can only imagine what
Mrs. Dreher ’s family is going
through.” —AP

Convicted of murder as a teen, 

man now has shot at freedom

WILMINGTON, NORTH CAROLINA: A silk lily and frayed purple rib-
bon decorate the grave of Pam Dreher at Oleander Memorial
Gardens. —AP

NORRISTOWN, PENNSYLVANIA: In this April 20, 2016 file photo,
Pennsylvania Attorney General Kathleen Kane arrives for a pretrial
hearing in her grand jury leak case at the Montgomery County court-
house. —AP


