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LUSAKA: Zambia’s main opposition
leader has accused the government of
using repressive laws to restrict his elec-
tion campaign and said violence by sup-
porters of the ruling Patriotic Front (PF)
would prevent Thursday’s polls from
being free and fair.

However, the African Union (AU)
observer mission said political parties in
Zambia were still able to conduct their
campaign activities without major dis-
ruption despite some incidences of vio-
lence. Zambia holds presidential and

parliamentary elections on Aug. 11.
President Edgar Lungu faces a strong
challenge from opposition leader
Hakainde Hichilema after last year’s
neck-and-neck race.

Lungu has been in power in the
southern African nation since winning
election in January 2015 following the
death of his predecessor, Michael Sata,
in October 2014. “Only yesterday, the
president cancelled two of my rallies in
Eastern province. Why would he not
want us to campaign the way he is cam-

paigning?” Hichilema, one of Zambia’s
wealthiest businessmen and known
locally as “HH”, told Reuters.

“Also the violence that is obtaining in
the country does not lend the condi-
tions suitable for a free, fair and credible
election,” he said in an interview.
Zambia’s electoral commission on July 9
suspended campaigning for 10 days in
two areas, including the capital Lusaka,
due to escalating political violence.

Despite the unfavorable conditions,
Hichilema urged his supporters not to

be intimidated and to turn out in large
numbers, saying it was still possible to
win the elections. “Zambians must not
fear, the fear is being created so that
they don’t vote,” he said.

The leader of the AU observer mis-
sion, former Nigerian president
Goodluck Jonathan, said violence had
decreased following the 10-day suspen-
sion of campaigning. He said both the
ruling party and opposition had accused
each other of violence.

“There are these fears but we still

believe that the elections can be con-
ducted in a manner that will be satisfac-
tory,” Jonathan said when asked about
concerns that the elections would not
be free and fair.

He said candidates in Thursday’s elec-
tions must be ready to accept any result.
“Nobody must just assume that I must
win the elections. Work hard to win the
election, accept the results of the elec-
tion and ensure peace in Zambia
because you are interested in the peo-
ple,” Jonathan said. —Reuters

Zambian opposition leader says election will not be free and fair

PARIS: A relative of one of the jihadist killers
of journalists at French satirical magazine
Charlie Hebdo has been arrested in Turkey on
his way to Syria, a judicial source said yester-
day. Mourad Hamyd, brother-in-law of Cherif
Kouachi who was behind the January 2015
attack in Paris that killed 12, was detained in
Turkey last month on suspicion of seeking to
enter Syria, the source said. 

Hamyd, wrongly identified on social
media in the aftermath of the attack as being
one of three Charlie Hebdo killers, was
denied entry to Turkey and sent to a deten-
tion centre in Bulgaria on July 28, the source
added in confirming a French media report.

The source said French anti-terrorist inves-
tigators are preparing a European arrest war-
rant for Hamyd, whose sister was Cherif
Kouachi’s wife. Kouachi carried out the

Charlie Hebdo killings with his brother Said.
Hamyd came under initial suspicion of acting
as the brothers’ getaway driver and he was
briefly detained before being released with-
out charge.

He later told AFP in an interview he was
shocked by the killings, which he described
as “a horrible crime” and  described himself as
a normal student living with his parents. He
added he barely had any contact with Cherif
Kouachi.

According to a July tally by French Prime
Minister Manuel Valls, France is home to more
than 2,100 people-French nationals or for-
eigners-known to have links to Syrian and
Iraqi Islamist groups.

Valls added that 203 of them who have
spent time in those countries have returned
to France. —AFP

BRUSSELS: Belgium yesterday opened a terror-
ism probe into a machete assault that wounded
two policewomen, in what appeared to be the
latest in a string of jihadist attacks in Europe. “We
have been informed by federal prosecutors that
an investigation has started for attempted ter-
rorist murder... given certain elements (in the
case),” Prime Minister Charles Michel told
reporters. Michel, who saluted the courage of
the police victims, was referring to the attacker’s
cry of “Allahu Akbar” (God is greatest) during the
assault in front of a police station. 

No information was given about the identity
of the attacker, who had been shot and killed by
police, at the press conference in Brussels which
followed a meeting of Belgium’s security servic-
es. Saturday afternoon’s attack outside the main
police station in the city of Charleroi, around 60
kilometers south of Brussels, left one of the
policewomen with “deep wounds to the face”
while the other was slightly injured, Belga news
agency said.

Charleroi police said the attacker was killed
while the two victims were out of danger. Police
spokesman David Quinaux told broadcaster RTL-
TVI the assailant had “taken a machete out of a
sports bag he was carrying and dealt very vio-
lent blows to the faces of the two policewomen.”

Belgium has been on high alert since suicide
bombers struck Brussels airport and a metro sta-
tion near the European Union’s institutions on
March 22, killing 32 people.

Those attacks were claimed by the Islamic
State (IS) jihadist group, which controls large
areas of territory in Iraq and Syria and has
claimed numerous terror strikes in Europe over
the last year.

‘Cool heads’    
Belgium’s unit for terror threat analysis coor-

dination said it would keep the alert level
unchanged at level three on a scale of four,
meaning an attack is viewed as “possible and
likely.”

With regard to attacks specifically on police

the unit maintained a level two threat requiring
“particular vigilance.” Michel meanwhile saluted
“the exceptional courage of the policewomen
who suffered this serious attack” and “did what
they had to and doubtless thereby prevented an
even greater tragedy.

“We maintain cool heads and blood,” added
the premier, who said unspecified measures
would be taken to bolster security for police
while noting that Belgium was confronting a
similar threat to that faced by its European
neighbors. —AFP

Terror probe opened over 

attack on Belgian police   

CHARLEROI, WALLONIA, BELGIUM: Belgian Prime Minister Charles Michel (L) and Charleroi’s
mayor Paul Magnette (R) arrive at the hospital Notre-Dame in Charleroi, yesterday where the
injured policewoman is staying a day after a machete-wielding man wounded two police-
women in a jihadist attack in Charleroi before being shot dead. —AFP

JOHANNESBURG: South Africa’s main
opposition Democratic Alliance said yester-
day that it was seeking coalition partners to
run major cities including the capital and
business centre Johannesburg after defeat-
ing the ruling ANC in local polls. “Informal
discussions (have) started. We are now in
the process of setting up meetings,” DA
lawmaker James Selfe told AFP without
indicating who the party was talking to.

“We have a lot of experience in coali-
tions and I’m confident it will work out,”
said Selfe. The DA, led by Mmusi Maimane,
topped the poll in municipal elections in
the capital Pretoria, taking 93 seats out of
214 to 89 for the African National Congress,
which suffered its worst result since the
end of white-minority rule 22 years ago,
falling below 60 percent of the vote for the
first time. Maimane on Saturday described
the results as “a tipping point for the peo-
ple of South Africa,” while ANC deputy
leader Cyril Ramaphosa, Zuma’s vice-presi-
dent, said the party would heed the elec-
torate’s message.

With no party securing an absolute
majority, the two main parties are set to
talk to radical leftist Economic Freedom
Fighters (EFF). Led by populist Julius
Malema, formerly of the ANC, the group
says it is open to a role in a coalition-
”except with the ANC.” Despite that initial
public stance, the Sunday Times newspaper
reported that the ANC and the EFF were in
fact in talks in Pretoria, where the EFF gar-
nered 25 seats. Although a link-up between
the latter two parties would appear politi-
cally more logical than between the EFF
and the centre right DA, it would have to
rise above two years of harsh criticism by

Malema of President Jacob Zuma.
Following the ANC’s poor showing,

Zuma’s position as head of state is now in
question, even though his mandate still has
three years to run, the poll having been
widely seen as a referendum on his scan-
dal-ridden leadership.

Saturday, independent political analyst
Daniel Silke told AFP he saw a DA tie-up
with EFF as difficult. “I don’t think EFF is the
best coalition partner for DA as they are
diametrically opposed on every issue-it
could be unstable,” Silke said.

‘No ideological barrier’    
Selfe said, however, it was feasible. “With

EFF we are equally keen to provide good
quality services for the people and particu-
larly for the poorest of the poor. There’s no
ideological barrier with EFF on this,” he
insisted.    There is uncertainty in the busi-
ness capital Johannesburg, where the ANC
also lost its majority in Johannesburg, as it
did in Pretoria and also, humiliatingly, in
Port Elizabeth, officially known as “Nelson
Mandela Bay” after the late former ANC
leader and president.

The ANC did top the poll in
Johannesburg but it missed a majority by
15 seats while the EFF captured 30. In Port
Elizabeth, the DA requires four seats in
order to be able to govern, but should be
able to receive sufficient support from sev-
eral smaller parties. Although at the nation-
al level ANC remains the nation’s top party,
it saw its support plunge to 59.3 percent
nationwide, a drop of eight points from
2011. The parties now have two weeks to
form coalitions and elect new municipal
councils. —AFP

PRETORIA, SOUTH AFRICA: President Jacob Zuma, attends the declaration announce-
ment of the municipal elections on Saturday. —AP
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IDOMENI: With Turkey in crisis and Europe’s bor-
ders closed, smugglers in northern Greece are
expecting a profitable summer. Greek police say
traffickers are using increasingly sophisticated
methods - motorcycle spotters, maps of border
surveillance “blind spots,” and even police
informants - to move out refugees who have
been stuck in this Greek border town for
months.

Higher smuggling fees and steadily worsen-
ing odds of success have done little to dent the
determination of migrants like Sorah Rahimi. The
22-year-old psychology student traveled from
Afghanistan with his mother who is in poor
health - and is an ideal target for smuggling
rings that are re-emerging in the region. He
agreed to pay traffickers 2,500 euros ($2,750) to
travel from Greece’s northern border with
Macedonia to Sweden, but only made it a few
miles before being spotted by police and turned
back. “We need to get to Sweden. Our whole
family is there. We no longer have anything in
Afghanistan,” Rahimi told the AP before being
taken to a migrant shelter in northern Greece.

Borders shut 
Tens of thousands of migrants have been

stuck on their journey north across Europe.
Governments across the continent slammed
their borders shut in March to avoid a repeat of
the mass migration in 2015, when more than a
million refugees and migrants arrived, triggering
a string of political upheavals.

The trip north has become increasingly risky
and time-consuming. Rahimi spent three
months at the port of Piraeus, near Athens,
before traveling north by train.

Last month’s attempted coup in Turkey, fol-
lowed by a draconian government crackdown
there on perceived government opponents , has
added to the uncertainty. Traffickers in Greece
have re-appeared in greater numbers since the
government cleared a massive makeshift camp
at Idomeni on the Greek-Macedonian border in
late May, according to officials from the coun-
try’s border guard, national police and security
division interviewed by the AP.

In a recent operation, police arrested 29
alleged members of two trafficking rings in
northern Greece. One gang had received infor-
mation from a Greek police officer on gaps in the
night vision camera network on the Greek-
Turkish border.

Police said the smugglers brought some 600
migrants into Greece from Turkey over several
months and helped them reach other countries,
using a fleet of taxis, scout vehicles, prepaid
“burner” cellphones, and a system of code words
that included: “dogs” for police, “garbage trucks”
for police cars, and “cement blocks,” “fish,” or
“kebabs” when referring to the migrants them-
selves. “At least six (Greek) taxi drivers were

MADRID: Spanish authorities have evacu-
ated 500 more residents in the path of a
five-day-old forest fire on the Atlantic
island of La Palma.

The regional government for the Canary
Islands archipelago says the evacuation of
two neighborhoods in the town of Villa de
Mazo took place yesterday morning shortly
after midnight as the fire spread through
the hilly terrain.

The latest evacuation comes only hours
after authorities said some of the 2,500 res-
idents previously evacuated could return
to their homes. The blaze has claimed the
life of one forest worker and destroyed

around 4,000 hectares (9,900 acres) of for-
est on the volcanic island off the northwest
coast of Africa.

An unnamed 27-year-old German man
admitted to police Friday that he had start-
ed the fire accidentally by burning some of
his soiled toilet paper.  Spanish media say
he has been charged with grave negli-
gence and was denied bail after a judicial
hearing Saturday while police continue
their investigation. Some 350 firefighters,
supported by four planes and eight heli-
copters dumping water, are battling the fire
but strong winds and high temperatures
are complicating their efforts. —AP

Smuggling surges in Greece as

migrant frustrations grow

CANARY ISLANDS, SPAIN: In this image made from video on Saturday, Aug. 6, 2016, a
forest fire rages in La Palma. —AP
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involved in the smuggling rings, charging a reg-
ular fare while knowingly participating in the
illegal activity,” the Greek Police’s Brig. George
Pantelakos said. “Every transfer assisted by
scouts on motorcycle, in an effort to avoid
detection.” Other suspects were from Syria, Iraq,
Armenia, Albania and Kazakhstan. Five police
officers have also been arrested in Macedonia,
accused of helping smugglers north of the Greek
border. In Greece alone, more than 57,000
migrants are stranded, most staying at about 60
government-run camps around the country. The
European Union’s law enforcement agency
Europol analyzed data from anti-smuggling
operations over the first six months of 2016. It
found fees charged last year by traffickers for the
entire trip from Syria and other warzones to the
EU are now often set as the rate for crossing a
single border. Migrants are also more likely to be
held up for months and become vulnerable to
exploitation. “Last year, the trips were sometimes
completed in one to two weeks; now a journey
can last for months,” the agency said. “While in
2015, 0.2 percent of migrants declared that they
had to work to pay back smugglers, this rose to 5
percent in 2016.”

Peaked
When the numbers peaked in late March,

14,000 people were camped out at Idomeni.
Now all that remains there are aluminum posts
used for emergency lighting. Sunflowers have
appeared in fields that a few weeks ago were
packed with tents. But the migration problem

has not been resolved. Dozens of migrants are
still hiding in cornfields, under bridges and in
forests near Idomeni. Since the refugee camp
was cleared, between 50 and 100 migrants a day
are spotted trying to cross the border and being
turned back, according to police estimates.

Some are found hidden in vans, buses, cars or
trains. Others try their luck on foot, looking for
gaps in the razor-wire border fence along river
banks and mountain trails. Lina Siopi, a 44-year-
old from Idomeni, owns a coffee shop outside
the village railway station and says migrants are
routinely found hidden in freight cars and
detained. “We see it all the time. In the latest inci-
dent ... a family was hiding under a sheet of tarp
(in a freight carriage). I don’t know where they
were from: a couple with two sons,” she said. In
Thessaloniki, Greece’s second largest city, one
hour’s drive south of the Macedonian border,
smugglers brazenly negotiate terms with
migrants camped out at parks near the city’s
main train station. They have the upper hand,
since most migrants have already been in the
country for several months. Afghan refugee
Fatima Davoodi has agreed on a price already
and is waiting for smugglers to pick up her, her
husband and two sons, aged six and 10. “I can’t
tell you the sum. We want to make it to Finland
and will pay the (full) amount when we get
there,” said Davoodi, a 32-year-old from Mazar-i-
Sharif in northern Afghanistan. “I’m ready to
leave for the border. We know it’ll be tough. But
if you don’t believe you’ll make it, you won’t,” she
declared.— AP
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