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He however declined to say what measures lawmakers
might take if the government refuses to compensate citizens
for the rise, saying this will be decided when it happens.

MP Yousef Al-Zalzalah said that during the discussion

of the issue of raising petrol prices at the financial com-
mittee, it was agreed with the government that if the
petrol price is raised, the government will automatically
provide support to citizens. He said that by raising the
prices and not providing compensation, the government
has committed a mistake, which should be rectified.

MPs again discuss petrol price hike, mull...
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The decision to remove subsidies is also strategically
aligned with Kuwait’s vision to further diversify the
economy and enhance its competitiveness. In the medi-
um and long run, subsidy reforms are expected to
encourage a move towards more labor-intensive indus-
tries, which in turn is expected to result in greater job
creation for Kuwaiti nationals.

The impact of higher retail transport fuel prices
depends on the short and long-run responsiveness of
consumers to price shocks, he said. International experi-
ence shows that consumption of transport fuel is less
responsive to price increases than other consumer items
such as electricity. While rising retail prices will increase
the cost of running a car, Kuwait remains relatively
cheap compared to markets in Europe. On a per liter
basis, the new retail gasoline price is still less than half of
the cost of gasoline in Europe and is still the lowest in
the GCC countries. Accordingly, car ownership and use
may still increase at least in the short run, Raad added.

International experience suggests that the impact of
transport fuel subsidy reforms is more effective when
undertaken in conjunction with complementary poli-
cies which Kuwait is also actively pursuing. Such poli-
cies include the strengthening of public transport
which benefits all segments of the population especial-
ly the more vulnerable. It also improves economic effi-

ciency by reducing congestion and air pollution.
Last but not least, energy subsidy reforms provide a

significant opportunity to reform the energy sector and
remove inefficiencies along the entire value chain. The
high subsidies that have been maintained over many
years have created substantial distortions in the energy
sector driving extensive use of crude oil in electricity
generation whereas natural gas would be technically
more efficient. It has also driven the inefficient use of
consumer appliances particularly air conditioning
which in turn has fueled the growth in electricity
demand.

The best approach for Kuwait to reform the energy
sector is to target efficiency gains through a mix of sup-
ply and demand-side policies and broader reforms to
promote renewable energy. The new fuel pricing policy
will be in effect as of 1-9-2016 in line with the policies
adopted in the GCC countries. The new prices include
octane-91 petrol jumping to 85 fils per liter, octane-95
going up to 105 fils per liter and ultra-premium rising to
165 fils per liter.

Kuwait is the last GCC state to embark on “restruc-
turing the fuel prices”, however the new ones remain
the lowest among the council countries, as well as
globally. Meanwhile, the Cabinet has tasked a special
commission to reexamine state subsidies and the fuel
prices every three months, to be in harmony with
global rates.  —  KUNA 

World Bank hails petrol price hike...
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Speaking to journalists yesterday, Iranian judiciary
spokesman Gholamhosein Mohseni Ejehi said Amiri was
convicted of spying charges in a death-sentence case
upheld by an appeals court. “This person who had access
to the country’s secret and classified information had been
linked to our hostile and No. 1 enemy, America, the Great
Satanm” Ejehi said. “He provided the enemy with vital and
secret information of the country.” Ejehi did not explain
why authorities never announced Amiri’s conviction,
though he said Amiri had access to lawyers.

News about Amiri, born in 1977, has been scant since
his return to Iran. Last year, his father Asgar Amiri told the
BBC’s Farsi-language service that his son had been held at
a secret site. Ejehi said Amiri’s family mistakenly believed
he only received a 10-year prison sentence. On Tuesday,
Iran announced it had executed a number of criminals,
describing them mainly as militants from the country’s
Kurdish minority. Then, an obituary notice for Amiri circu-
lated in his hometown of Kermanshah, a city some 500 km
southwest of Tehran, according to the Iranian pro-reform
daily newspaper Shargh.

Manoto, a private satellite television channel based in
London believed to be run by those who back Iran’s ousted
shah, first reported Saturday that Amiri had been executed.
BBC Farsi also quoted Amiri’s mother saying her son’s neck
bore ligature marks suggesting he had been hanged by
the state. AP could not immediately reach Amiri’s family. 

Amiri’s disappearance came amid a concerted Western
effort to thwart Iran’s nuclear program under the govern-
ment of hardline President Mahmoud Ahmadinejad. The
Stuxnet computer virus, widely believed to be a joint US-
Israeli creation, had begun disrupting thousands of cen-
trifuges at a uranium enrichment facility in Iran. The US
also actively recruited nuclear scientists to defect, while a
series of bombings suspected to be carried out but never
acknowledged by Israel killed others.

In June 2010, a shaky online video emerged of Amiri
saying he had been kidnapped by American and Saudi
agents and was in Tucson, Arizona. A short time later, he
appeared in a professionally shot online video near a chess
set, saying he wanted to earn a doctorate in America and
return to Iran if an “opportunity of safe travel” presented

itself. His wife and son remained behind in Iran. “I have not
done any activity against my homeland,” he said. But soon,
another clip by him contradicted that and then he
appeared at the Pakistani Embassy.

Hillary Clinton, then-US secretary of state, stressed Amiri
had been in America “of his own free will”. “He is free to go,”
she said. US officials at the time told the AP that Amiri was
paid $5 million to offer the CIA information about Iran’s
nuclear program, though he left the country without the
money. They said Amiri, who ran a radiation detection pro-
gram in Iran, travelled to the US and stayed there for months
under his own free will. Analysts abroad suggested Iranian
authorities may have threatened Amiri’s family back in Iran,
forcing him to return.

But when he returned to Iran and was welcomed with
flowers by government officials, Amiri said Saudi and
American officials had kidnapped him while he visited the
Saudi holy city of Madinah. He also said Israeli agents were
present at his interrogations and that that CIA officers
offered him $50 million to remain in America. “I was under
the harshest mental and physical torture,” he said.

Amiri’s case indirectly found its way back into the spot-
light in the US last year with the release of State
Department emails sent and received by Clinton, now the
Democratic presidential candidate. The release of those
emails came amid criticism of Clinton’s use of a private
account and server that has persisted into her campaign
against Republican candidate Donald Trump. An email for-
warded to Clinton by senior adviser Jake Sullivan on July 5,
2010 - just nine days before Amiri returned to Tehran -
appears to reference the scientist.

“We have a diplomatic, ‘psychological’ issue, not a legal
one. Our friend has to be given a way out,” the email by
Richard Morningstar, a former State Department special
envoy for Eurasian energy, read. “Our person won’t be able
to do anything anyway. If he has to leave so be it.” Another
email, sent by Sullivan on July 12, 2010, appears to
obliquely refer to the scientist just hours before his
appearance at the Pakistani Embassy became widely
known. “The gentleman ... has apparently gone to his
country’s interests section because he is unhappy with
how much time it has taken to facilitate his departure,”
Sullivan wrote. “This could lead to problematic news sto-
ries in the next 24 hours.”  —  AP 

Iran executes nuclear scientist 
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forces loyal to President Bashar Al-Assad since Sept 20.
Official media denied that the siege had been broken but
implicitly admitted that regime forces were on the defen-
sive and that pro-government areas were facing shortages
in the country’s ravaged second city. State television said
yesterday: “Our forces have redeployed after absorbing the
attack of thousands of mercenaries, and the army has
found a new route to allow food and gas in.”  “The army has
found an alternative way to move food and fuel supplies”
into western Aleppo, it said. The Observatory reported
intermittent air strikes and clashes yesterday on the city’s
southern edges, where rebels overran buildings in a mili-
tary academy the previous day.

Rebel units on Saturday pushed northeast into the
Ramussa district where they linked up with other insur-
gents who had fought from inside the city. Footage posted
by rebels showed their fighters embracing and celebrating
the end of the government siege, in place since July 17.
Yesterday, rebel forces brought seven pick-up trucks full of
fruit and vegetables into eastern districts of Aleppo to be
distributed to local markets, an opposition fighter said.
Video footage seen by AFP showed crates of plums, toma-
toes, watermelons and vegetables lined up along a road.
An AFP journalist said hungry residents quickly bought up
the supplies.

The Observatory’s Abdel Rahman said the route into
eastern districts is open only to fighters. “Not a single civil-
ian has left the eastern districts because the road is too
dangerous and not secured,” he said. The rebel advance
now puts the estimated 1.2 million people in government-
held districts under opposition encirclement, he added.
“The western districts of Aleppo are now besieged. There

are no safe routes for civilians in government-held districts
to use to get into or out of the city,” he told AFP.

Families in western neighborhoods have meanwhile
rushed to stock up on food and water in preparation for a
siege. “Unfortunately, after the road was cut, the price of a
loaf of bread immediately shot up from 200 to 800 Syrian
pounds,” said Walaa Hariri, a 48-year-old mother of three
from the Furqan district. “I sent my sons to school but they
are all nervous, and the teachers replaced their regular les-
sons with courses on what to do if there is shelling,” she
said. A man aged 37 who declined to be identified said he
has “faith in the army, but I can’t help being scared”. “Food
is already getting more expensive and the coming days
risk being very difficult,” he added. 

The battle for Aleppo is among the fiercest so far in
Syria’s chaotic multi-front war, which has killed more than
280,000 people. Rebel and regime forces have fought to
control the provincial capital since mid-2012, transforming
Syria’s former economic powerhouse into a divided,
bombed-out city. SANA said 10 civilians were killed on
Saturday in rebel shelling of two government-held dis-
tricts, and the Britain-based Observatory reported the
death of a girl in opposition fire yesterday.

Pope Francis yesterday denounced the “unacceptable”
number of civilian victims in Aleppo, mentioning in partic-
ular the number of children killed in the conflict. The
Observatory said at least 130 civilians have been killed
since the opposition alliance launched its offensive on
southern Aleppo on July 31. More than 700 fighters from
both sides were killed in the onslaught, most of them
rebels because of the regime’s air superiority, it said. Syria’s
conflict erupted in March 2011 with protests against
Assad’s rule but has since evolved into a brutal war that
has drawn in world powers. — AFP 

Syria army redeploys after rebels break...
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successful coup renewing the cycle of military inter-
ventions that dogged Turkey in the second half of the
20th century.

Secularists and nationalists who oppose Erdogan
also loathe Gulen’s followers, used by Erdogan in years
past to undermine the power of secularist generals sus-
picious of his ruling AK Party’s Islamist ideals. They have
so far been limited in their criticism of purges of alleged
Gulenists, though they have raised questions about the
pace and scale of the detentions. “Erdogan has been
brutal and unfair to us in the past, but I believe he has
now understood the real importance of the republic’s
values,” said Ilhan Girit, 44, a musician and CHP support-
er, carrying a flag of Mustafa Kemal Ataturk, founder of
the modern secular republic.

A convoy of nationalists on motorbikes passed as he
spoke. Such solidarity may not last. There are already
opposition concerns that the restructuring of the mili-
tary lacks parliamentary oversight and is going too far,
with thousands of soldiers discharged, including
around 40 percent of generals. Erdogan said this week
he had initially misread the intentions of Gulen, whose
network was once close to the AKP, and asked: “May my
people and God forgive me.” “He is such a big leader
that he can admit his mistake. No president has ever

apologized to his people before,” said Gurkan Cendeli,
21, a student from the southern city of Adana. “Ready
for your order, commander-in-chief,” read the slogan on
his T-shirt.

The extent of the purges in Turkey, which has NATO’s
second largest armed forces and aspires to membership
of the European Union, has drawn criticism in the West.
In comments published yesterday, the leader of
Germany’s liberal Free Democrats said he saw parallels
between Erdogan’s behavior and the aftermath of the
Reichstag fire in 1933, portrayed by the Nazis as a
Communist plot against the government and used by
Adolf Hitler to justify massively curtailing civil liberties.

Turkish officials have angrily rejected suggestions
that the purges are out of proportion, accusing Western
critics of failing to grasp the magnitude of the threat to
the Turkish state and of being more concerned about
the rights of coup plotters than the brutality of the
events themselves. Amid the cooling of ties with the
West, Erdogan is due to meet Russian President Vladimir
Putin tomorrow in St Petersburg for talks intended to
end a period of tension after Turkey downed a Russian
fighter jet near the Syrian border last November. “At the
talks with my friend Vladimir, I believe, a new page in
bilateral relations will be opened. Our countries have a
lot to do together,” Erdogan told the TASS news agency
in an interview published yesterday. — Reuters 

Erdogan stages rally in show of strength 

ISTANBUL: People wave Turkish national flags as they gather in Yenikapi yesterday during a rally against the
failed military coup on July 15. — AFP 


