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JOHANNESBURG: South African athlete
and convicted murderer Oscar Pistorius
has returned to his cell after being treat-
ed in hospital for injuries from a fall,
prison officials said yesterday, as his
brother denied claims he had deliberate-
ly hurt himself.

Pistorius, sentenced to six years in jail
for murdering his girlfriend, “had to be
detained Saturday afternoon at the hos-
pital after falling off his bed,” prison serv-
ices spokesman Singabakho Nxumalo
said, adding: “He’s back in our care now.” 

But a South African newspaper
reported that the double-amputee
sprinter, the only athlete to have com-
peted in both Paralympic and Olympic
races, was treated for cuts on his wrists.

According to City Press, citing another
inmate at the prison, Pistorius had to go
to hospital after deliberately harming
himself. “Two warders with knowledge of
the hospital section said blades were
subsequently found in Pistorius’s cell
during a search yesterday afternoon,” the
newspaper said. It also said a security
guard at Kalafong Hospital in Pretoria
where Pistorius was taken said the 29-
year-old “had bad cuts on his wrists and
the doctors kept wrapping bandages
around them.”

‘UNTRUE AND SENSATIONAL’ 
Pistorius’s brother Carl however

rejected what he called “sensational”
media reports. “We have just seen Oscar

and he is doing well,” Carl Pistorius said
on Twitter yesterday. “I know that there
are reports saying that he had tried to
injure himself they are completely
untrue and sensational. He slipped in his
cell and injured himself, nothing serious.”

When asked about the report of cut
wrists, Nxumalo said he couldn’t “discuss
details on a particular offender’s person-
al conditions in the public domain.”

Pistorius was convicted of shooting
dead his partner Reeva Steenkamp, a
model and law graduate, in the early
hours of Valentine’s Day in 2013, saying
he mistook her for a burglar when he
fired four times through the door of his
bedroom toilet.

Pistorius, who pleaded not guilty at

his trial in 2014, has always denied killing
Steenkamp in a rage, saying he was try-
ing to protect her.

The Paralympian gold medallist
known as the “Blade Runner” for the car-
bon fibre prosthetics he wore to com-
pete was previously a role model for dis-
abled people worldwide. 

He is now “broke and broken” accord-
ing to his lawyer, alone in a cell in the
medical wing of the Kgosi Mampuru II
prison in Pretoria, where he has been
serving out his six-year sentence due to
his handicap.

But the high-profile legal proceedings
also exposed a darker side of the star
athlete: offering glimpses of a danger-
ously volatile man with a penchant for

guns, beautiful women and fast cars.
After first being found guilty of culpa-

ble homicide, equivalent to manslaugh-
ter, an appeal court upgraded his convic-
tion to murder in December last year.

South African prosecutors have called
his sentence “shockingly too lenient” and
said last month they would seek to
appeal against it.

At his sentencing, High Court judge
Thokozile Masipa had listed mitigating
factors for giving him less than half the
minimum 15-year term for murder,
including the athlete’s claim he believed
he was shooting an intruder.

“He cannot be at peace. I’m of the
view that a long term of imprisonment
will not serve justice,”  Masipa said. —AFP

Pistorius injured in prison fall, treated in hospital

New Zealand first innings
M. Guptill lbw b Tiripano 87
T. Latham c and b Williams 136
K. Williamson c Ervine b Chinouya 113
R. Taylor not out 124
H. Nicholls lbw b Cremer 15
BJ Watling not out 83
Extras (12b, 3lb, 1w, 8nb) 24
Total (4 wkts dec, 150 overs) 582
Fall of wickets: 1-169 (Guptill), 2-329 (Latham), 3-
369 (Williamson), 4-389 
(Nicholls).
Did not bat: Mitchell Santner, Ish Sodhi, Tim
Southee, Neil Wagner, Trent 
Boult.
Bowling: Tiripano 25-4-102-1, Chinouya 22-6-64-1,

Chibhabha 12-2-45-0, Cremer 36-2-147-1,
Nyumbu 34-3-107-0, Williams 13-0-62-1, Sikandar
Raza 4-0-17-0, Masvaure 4-0-23-0.

Zimbabwe first innings
T. Mawoyo not out 20
C. Chibhabha not out 31
Extras (4b) 4
Total (for 0 wkts, 30 overs) 55
Still to bat: Craig Ervine, Sean Williams, Sikandar
Raza Butt, Prince Masvaure, Peter Moor, Graeme
Cremer, Donald Tiripano, John Nyumbu, Mike 
Chinouya.
Bowling: Southee 9-8-4-0, Boult 5-3-6-0, Santner
7-1-28-0, Wagner 5-2-8-0, Sodhi 4-2-5-0.

SCOREBOARD
BULAWAYO, Zimbabwe: Scoreboard at the close of play on the second day of the second Test between
Zimbabwe and New Zealand yesterday:

Pogba record deal set for 
green light subject to medical

LONDON: France midfielder Paul Pogba’s world
record transfer to Manchester United from
Italian champions Juventus is poised to go
ahead subject to him passing a medical, the
clubs confirmed yesterday.  The long-running
saga suddenly took a huge step forward when
Juventus announced they had granted permis-
sion for the 23-year-old to undergo the medical
at a club he left four years ago for a pittance.
The move is also subject to Pogba agreeing his
personal terms with the club.  “Yes, Pogba has
been authorised to undergo a medical in
Manchester,” a Juventus spokesman told AFP.

United confirmed the news with a short
statement on their club website.  “Paul Pogba
has been granted permission to have a medical
in order to finalise his transfer from Juventus to
Manchester United,” it read.  United manager
Jose Mourinho, who is on the verge of securing
the fourth of his four transfer targets in the close
season, said he would not talk about it until after
United’s clash with champions Leicester City in
the Community Shield at Wembley later on
Sunday.

Pogba, who was part of the France side that
lost to Portugal in the Euro 2016 final last month,
tweeted rather enigmatically: “When too many
people talk nobody understands-talk very soon”.     

Early signs that a deal was imminent came
when Pogba didn’t travel with the Juventus
squad to London for a 3-2 friendly win against
West Ham United yesterday.

Media reports said the French international
had already arrived in Manchester. The fee for
the transfer is expected to exceed £100 million
($130.4 million, 117.7 million euros) for a player
who was able to leave United for just £800,000
in 2012 and of whom United icon Alex Ferguson,
then the manager, said at the time had shown
no respect to the club.  Pogba, who enjoyed a
successful time at Juventus winning four Serie A
titles and reaching the 2015 Champions League
final, has been courted by United for quite some
time although it is really only in this close season
they have persisted.

However, initially they faced reported compe-
tition from European champions Real Madrid, a
move Pogba was rumoured to prefer so he could
link up with coach Zinedine Zidane.

However, Real, never ones to shirk paying
huge money for stars like Gareth Bale and
Cristiano Ronaldo in recent years, didn’t pursue
the player, leaving Pogba’s options to either
moving to United or remaining with Juventus.  A
reported initial £86 million bid was rejected by
Juventus.  Pogba went on holiday to the United

States after the Euro final defeat leaving his pow-
erful agent Mino Raiola to sort a deal out but
matters had still not been resolved by the time
he returned. Mourinho, though, hinted strongly
last week that Pogba would become a United
player although he added he wanted everything
signed off by August 14 when they open their
Premier League campaign against
Bournemouth.  The huge fee has drawn criticism
and raised eyebrows from some of Mourinho’s
rivals such as old sparring partner Arsene

Wenger and Liverpool’s Jurgen Klopp.
Mourinho gave them short shrift remarking

their comments were not “ethical”.  Pogba’s arrival
would secure the four signings Mourinho had set
his sights on when he replaced Louis van Gaal at
the end of last season.  Pogba will join young
Ivorian defender Eric Bailly, Armenian internation-
al Henrikh Mkhitaryan and veteran Swedish strik-
er Zlatan Ibrahimovic in arriving at Old Trafford
this summer. Mkhitaryan and Ibrahimovic are
both also represented by Raiola. —AFP

France’s midfielder Paul Pogba.

BULAWAYO: New Zealand captain Kane Williamson lifts his bat in celebration of his
century during the second day of the second test in a series of two matches between
Zimbabwe and New Zealand at the Queens Sports Club in Bulawayo yesterday. — AFP

BULAWAYO: Zimbabwe’s top order finally
showed some backbone yesterday but the
hosts were nevertheless facing an uphill
battle in the second Test after New Zealand
posted an enormous total on day two at
Queens Sports Club.

After spending the better part of two
days in the field as New Zealand racked up
582 for four declared, Zimbabwe respond-
ed with a dogged stand between openers
Tino Mawoyo and Chamu Chibhabha to go
to stumps on 55 without loss.  It was a
much improved start for the hosts, who
slumped to 36 for four and 17 for four dur-
ing an innings defeat in the first Test, and
gave them some confidence after their
bowlers had proved ineffective on a docile
pitch.  Zimbabwe endured a tough first day
in the field as New Zealand put on 329 for
two, and their fortunes with the ball on the
second day were little better.  Although
they dismissed both Kane Williamson and
Henry Nicholls in the opening session,
Williamson had already reached three fig-
ures to become the first New Zealand bats-
man to score centuries against all of the
other nine Test nations.

A day shy of his 26th birthday, he was
also the youngest of the 13 Test batsmen to
achieve the feat, and did it in fewer Tests
than anyone else.  The New Zealand cap-
tain did, however, depart in a soft fashion
when he guided a wide delivery from Mike
Chinouya straight to gully to fall for 113.
Nicholls scored just 15 before he mis-
judged the length of a Graeme Cremer

delivery and was trapped lbw whilst trying
to sweep.

SELFLESS WATLING 
Although that gave Zimbabwe some

respite, it also brought Ross Taylor and BJ
Watling together and the pair picked up
where they had left off in the first Test,
when they compiled a 253-run partnership.
On Sunday they added an unbroken 193
for the fifth wicket, with Taylor backing up
the 173 not out that he scored in the first
Test with an unbeaten 124. Watling was 83
not out when New Zealand went to tea,
but turned down an offer from Williamson
to join Taylor and Tom Latham on the list of
New Zealanders with centuries in both
Tests, allowing the captain to declare
instead. “I think it was more important to
give ourselves the time to bowl,” said
Watling. “We had enough runs on the
board and we knew it was going to be hard
work to take 20 wickets.” That proved to be
the case when Zimbabwe’s openers shut
up shop in the first part of their reply, scor-
ing just 20 runs from the first 19 overs as
they successfully saw off the new ball. That
allowed them to open up in the last 10
overs of the day, with Chibhabha moving
to 31 and Mawoyo reaching stumps on 20.
“We’re going to come up with some plans
overnight and hopefully come out and pick
up a few wickets early tomorrow,” said
Watling. “The wicket is lower and slower
than it was in the first Test, and we’re going
to have to play the long game.” — AFP

Zimbabwe dig in after 
Kiwis post huge total

NEW YORK: Alex Rodriguez will play his final
major league game next Friday with the New
York Yankees and then become a special adviser
and instructor with the team.

Rodriguez and the club made the announce-
ment before yesterday’s home game against
Cleveland. “This is a tough day. I love this game
and I love this team,” he said, often choking up.
“And today I’m saying goodbye.”

A-Rod will play against Tampa Bay at Yankee
Stadium on Friday night before ending his
career as one of the most prolific and polarizing
figures in baseball history. The 41-year-old desig-
nated hitter, a three-time AL MVP and 14-time
All-Star, is hitting .204 this  season with nine
home runs and 29 RBIs in 216 at-bats. His wors-
ening slump finally relegated him to the bench
for most of the past month, with Rodriguez get-
ting only one start and seven at-bats in 14
games since July 22 - he wasn’t in the starting
lineup Sunday against the Indians.

With Brett Gardner, Brian McCann and his
teammates in attendance at a packed news con-
ference, Rodriguez said he was thankful he’d get
a few more at-bats in front of family and friends.

“We all  want to keep playing forever,”
Rodriguez said. “But it doesn’t work that way.”
When the fourth-place Yankees (55-55) traded
veterans Aroldis Chapman, Andrew Miller,
Carlos Beltran and Ivan Nova leading up to last
Monday’s trade deadline, they made it clear they
were turning toward a youth movement.

Rodriguez has 696 home runs and trails only
Barry Bonds (762), Hank Aaron (755) and Babe
Ruth (714) on the all-time list. After Rodriguez’s
last game, he will be unconditionally released by
the club and he’ll back home to Florida. He said
he thought his off-the-field duties would begin
at spring training next year in Tampa.

Rodriguez has a $20 million salary this year
and is owed $20 million more in 2017, the final
season of a $275 million, 10-year contract that
was the baseball’s largest when he signed it.
He’ll get that full amount.

LEADER AND MENTOR
“After spending several days discussing this

plan with Alex, I am pleased that he will remain a

part of our organization moving forward and
transition into a role in which I know he can
flourish,” Yankees Managing General Partner Hal
Steinbrenner said in a statement.

Said Yankees general manager Brian
Cashman: “He’s always been a leader and men-
tor.” Earlier this week, Rodriguez talked about his
future without detailing what it would entail.
“No matter what happens, I’m at peace with
myself,” Rodriguez said Tuesday.

“I think I can contribute. I think I can help out

in the clubhouse,” he added, “but if not, I have
two beautiful daughters waiting for me in
Miami.” On Friday, the Yankees called a news
conference with 36-year-old first baseman Mark
Teixeira, who announced he will retire at the end
of the season.

Rodriguez helped the Yankees win the 2009
World Series but had been in repeated contro-
versy since he arrived ahead of the 2004 season
in a trade with Texas.

He won his second and third AL MVP awards
with the Yankees but has been a pariah for some

since his 2009 admission he used performance-
enhancing drugs while with Texas earlier in his
career. Starting in 2008, Rodriguez made six trips
to the disabled list in six seasons for a strained
right quadriceps (2008), right hip surgery (2009),
a strained left calf (2010), right knee surgery
(2011), a broken left hand (2012) and left hip sur-
gery (2013).

Major League Baseball suspended him on
Aug. 5, 2013, for the remainder of that season
and all of 2014 for violations of baseball’s drug
and labor contract caused by use and posses-
sion of numerous prohibited performance-
enhancing substances and attempting to cover
up his violations.

BEEN TO HELL AND BACK
In his remarks yesterday, Rodriguez said he’s

“been to hell and back.” Rodriguez returned from
hip surgery and played while appealing the sus-
pension, and the following January an arbitrator
cut the penalty to all of the 2014 season.

“He’s always had some ups and downs, but
he’s always gotten back up,” Cashman said. A-
Rod made a successful return last year, when the
Yankees made him a fulltime DH, but his offense
slid late in the season and hit .224 from Sept. 1
on. That left him with a .250 average for the year
with 33 homers and 86 RBIs.

His slump continued at the start of this sea-
son when he hit .185 with four homers and eight
RBIs in April and .130 with two homers and six
RBIs in May, when he was on the disabled list
from May 4-26 because of a strained right ham-
string. His average rose to .267 with two homers
and 13 RBIs in June before dropping again.

Rodriguez started his big league career with
Seattle in 1994 and signed a $252 million, 10-
year contract with Texas before the 2001 season,
the largest agreement in baseball history. When
the Rangers decided to trade him, a proposed
deal to Boston fell through before the trade to
New York.  He agreed to shift from shortstop to
third base as part of the trade to the Yankees,
who already had Derek Jeter at shortstop.

A-Rod opted out of the contract after the
2007 season, became a free agent and signed
the $275 million deal with the Yankees.— AP

Alex Rodriguez to play final 
major league game next Friday

Alex Rodriguez


