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RIO DE JANEIRO: Hoang Xuan Vinh may have just
ended Vietnam’s six-decade wait for a first Olympic
gold medal on Saturday but he wasn’t about to make
a song and dance about his historic feat.  The 41-
year-old military officer finally struck the Olympic
bullseye for Vietnam to deny Brazil an opening day
title at the Rio Games.  Vinh fell into the arms of his
coaches after his near-perfect final shot in the men’s
10m air pistol.

He duelled with Sao Paulo-born Felipe Almeida
Wu who had taken the lead after the penultimate
round. The Vietnamese history-maker claimed the
title with a total points haul of 202.5. Crowd favourite
Wu, almost 20 years his junior, took silver only .3
adrift. If Vinh was feeling as proud as punch at finally
ending a quest for his country that first began in
Helsinki in 1952, he wasn’t about to show it.  “I’m very
lucky, it’s the first gold medal in Vietnam’s history, I
feel very lucky, thank you everybody,” he said at a
press conference.  “Making this gold medal is a life
memory, never forget this. Because (it is the) first
time making a gold medal for Vietnam.” Wu, Brazil’s
first Olympic shooting medallist since 1920, praised
his uplifting home support and said he hoped his
performance would boost his sport’s popularity in
football-mad Brazil.

On winning the 2016 hosts’ first medal of these
Games, he added: “There are no words to describe
how happy I am. We work very hard, and everything
is worth the pain. Pain on my shoulder, pain in my
back, but I will forget about all this pain now.”

“It is just perfect. I hope that the sport of shooting
becomes more popular in Brazil. I don’t know how,
but I hope people get interested for this sport and
start to practise, and I think that is a good thing, to
win a medal. I hope it will be good for shooting.”

‘Try, try, try’ 
Bronze went to Pang Wei, while South Korean

defending champion Jin Jongoh trailed in fifth.
Jin had his head in his hands walking off after fail-

ing to replicate his heroics at London 2012.
He also won 50m pistol gold four years ago and

will be hoping to turn around his form when he
defends that title later in the competition.  The first of
the eight finalists to be knocked out was the
Nepalese-born Indian Jitu Rai.

Russia’s representative Vladimir Gontcharov was
next for the chop, followed by Italy’s Giuseppe
Giordano, Jin, and Juray Tuzinsky.  That left the stage
clear for the three-cornered climax. Pang’s exit set-
ting up a tense face off between the two military
men.  Wu had his partisan fans leaping out of their
seats when he hit the front, but Vinh fired his 20th
and final shot true and straight to nail it in the style
of a worthy successor to Jin. Vinh recounted: “The
Brazilian shooter was very fast and stronger, but I
think only ‘try, try, try’. On the last shot I don’t think
gold or silver. I think only try.” —AFP

Modest Vinh makes 
history for Vietnam

US romp past China 119-62 
in Olympic basketball opener
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RIO DE JANEIRO: An overview shows USA’s centre DeMarcus Cousins (R) fighting for the ball with China’s forward Zou Yuchen during a Men’s round Group A basketball match
between China and USA at the Carioca Arena 1 in Rio de Janeiro on Saturday during the Rio 2016 Olympic Games. — AFP 

RIO DE JANEIRO: Republican presiden-
tial nominee Donald Trump may fret
about the United States’ trade imbalance
with China but on the basketball court it
is all one way business, as it was again on
Saturday as the US opened the Olympic
tournament with 119-62 thrashing.
China (0-6) has never beaten the US on
Olympic hardwood and there was not
the faintest hint that this was going to be
the evening that drought would end,
even when Ding Yanyuhang scored the
first points on a pair of free throws.  That
was the high point for China, the last and
only time they would lead, as the US clin-
ically rolled to a 59-30 halftime advan-
tage, leaving a flat atmosphere inside the
packed Carioca Arena.

Bored fans quickly resorted to enter-
taining themselves by doing the wave
while the biggest buzz of the night was
generated by a halftime show of rope
jumping acrobats.  This U.S. squad may
be more “B Team” than “Dream Team”
with many top players, including four-
time National Basketball Association
most valuable player LeBron James and
twice reigning MVP Stephen Curr y,
deciding to stay home but there has
been no noticeable drop in skill or quali-
ty. Every player on the US roster got on
the score sheet in the opener with four
getting into double figures led by Kevin
Durant with 25. “I thought China played
really hard, they have a lot of young
players and they are getting better and
we were good,” said US coach Mike
Krzyzewski. “We’re older and more tal-
ented and we played really hard and
shared the ball.  “The Olympics are differ-
ent, they’re big, for 10 of the guys it is
their first Olympics, it’s different, it’s new.
“I don’t know if they were nervous as
excited.  “They know from being in the
opening ceremonies last night this is a
huge stage.”

Going for a third straight gold, the vic-
tory extended the US Games winning
streak to 18-0, dating back to the bronze
medal game of the 2004 Athens
Olympics.  Outside of Olympic competi-
tion, the U.S. is on a 68-game unbeaten
run (45 straight wins in FIBA and FIBA
Americas competitions, and 23 consecu-
tive wins in exhibition games) that goes
back to 2006.

The last time the China and the US
clashed on the Olympic stage was 2008
in Beij ing in an intriguing matchup
played in front of a standing room only
crowd that included US President George
W. Bush and an estimated one billion tel-
evision viewers.  The US won that game
101-70 victory and has been even more
dominant since.

More recently, the two teams met in a
pair of exhibition games in the run in to
Rio with Team USA winning by 50 and 49
points.

The 57-point margin of victory in
Saturday opener was the biggest since a
133-70 result at the 1996 Atlanta Games.
The result was not unexpected for a
young Chinese team.  “This result was
already kind of expected before the
game even started,” said China coach
Wang Zhelin. “Our target before the
game was to try to get things better.  “It
is a precious opportunity for our team to
improve our tactics. We have played
Team USA three times this summer and
this is a very good opportunity for us to
learn.” — Reuters

RIO DE JANEIRO: Athletes compete during the
women’s 10-meter air pistol qualification at
Olympic Shooting Center at the 2016 Summer
Olympics in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, yesterday. — AP

RIO DE JANEIRO: Andrew Bogut refused
to allow his NBA Finals injury to dash his
Olympic dreams, and the big man pow-
ered Australia past France in the Rio bas-
ketball opener despite a heavily taped left
knee. The new Dallas Maverick had 18
points on a series of alley-oop dunks as he
repeatedly got behind the French defence
for an 87-66 win on Saturday.

Bogut, 31, helped Golden State win
their first NBA title in 40 years in 2015 and
reel off a record 73 regular-season victo-
ries this year before falling one game shy
of repeating.

He was crucially knocked out in game
five with left-knee bone bruises, and a gru-
elling rehab ensued.

But Bogut, who missed London 2012
due to injury, was not to be denied. “All I
thought about was that I was not going to
have it taken away from me. If I’m ready to

go, I’m going, if I’m not, we pull the plug,”
he said. Bogut, who has caused a stir in Rio
for his strident criticism of the conditions
in the athlete’s village, hit nine of 10 shots
and dominated inside as Australia jumped
ahead off France early in the Group A
clash. “I didn’t think I was going to have
the impact that I did,” Bogut admitted. “But
I felt good out there and I caused some
easy baskets early on that got my confi-
dence rolling.”

With Patty Mills of the NBA’s San
Antonio Spurs scoring 21, the win got the
Australians off to a positive start in a com-
petition the USA is once again heavily
favoured to win.

NO SPARK FROM PARKER 
Matthew Dellavedova, a member of

this year ’s NBA champion Cleveland
Cavaliers, now playing for Milwaukee,

added 10 assists while Aron Baynes had 14
points and a game-high eight rebounds.

France’s star guard Tony Parker-Mills’s
Spurs team-mate-led his homeland with
18 points, all but two of those coming in a
late first-half spurt that pulled the French
to within three at half-time.

But the French never found a rhythm as
the Aussies steadily pulled away, with
Bogut slamming down two quick dunks to
cap a 10-0 run early in the fourth quarter
that put them up by 19.

Addressing the controversy over his
Twitter comments on the athlete’s village
problems, Bogut apologised if he offend-
ed his Brazilian hosts.

“I apologise to the people of Brazil. I
never intended it to be a shot at them,” he
said. “It’s more a shot at the IOC to get out
of the penthouse suites they are staying in
and get things rolling a bit better.”—AFP

RIO DE JANEIRO:  Brazil striker Marta
laughed off comparisons with Neymar on
Saturday after she scored twice in Brazil’s 5-
1 victory over Sweden at the Rio Olympics.
With the home fans chanting ‘Marta is bet-
ter than Neymar,’ five-times World Player of
the Year Marta led her side to their second
consecutive win in front of 43,000 fans in
Rio de Janeiro.

Barcelona forward Neymar carries the
hopes of the home nation on his shoulders
in the men’s competition as they seek to
win Olympic gold for the first time, while
Marta will be no less key to Brazil’s chances
of success in the women’s tournament.  “We
know Neymar is our best player right now
and he is fantastic, we support him and he
supports us but we’ll leave the comparison
to the fans,” Marta said. “We have Marta, we
have Neymar, we have Cristiane, we’re all
Brazilian.” While Brazil ’s men failed to
impress in a laboured 0-0 draw against
South Africa on Thursday, home fans
delighted in the football played by the
women’s team, who outclassed Sweden
despite being two places below them in the
world rankings.  Brazil, ranked eighth in the
world, opened the scoring through Beatriz
after 21 minutes when she ran through on
goal, outmuscled a defender and poked the
ball home.  Sweden had a goal disallowed
shortly after then fell 2-0 behind in 24 min-
utes when Marta crossed the ball along the
six-yard box and Cristiane’s clever flick took
a deflection on its way to the net.

Marta got the third from the penalty
spot just seconds before half time and then
scored Brazil ’s fourth with 10 minutes
remaining when she slotted home from
eight yards after playing a fortunate one-
two off a Swedish defender.  Beatriz got her
second in the 86th minute when she creat-

ed a yard of space in the box and curled the
ball into the far corner of the net.

Lotta Schelin got a consolation goal for
the Swedes with two minutes remaining.

The only blip for Brazil, who have scored
eight in two games after beating China 3-0,
was seeing Cristiane carried off with a thigh
injury after 66 minutes.

While Brazil have already sewed up a

place in the next round, Marta said they
would not hold back against South Africa in
their next group game.

“This means we are calmer but we can’t
let that influence us and relax,” she said. “We
were delighted that we had the same per-
formance as in the first game and that is our
challenge, to keep that going all the way to
the final.” — Reuters

RIO DE JANEIRO: Brazil’s Cristiane, center, runs with the ball past Sweden’s Caroline
Seger, left, and Lisa Dahlkvist, third from left, during a group E match of the women’s
Olympic football tournament between Sweden and Brazil at the Rio Olympic Stadium
in Rio De Janeiro, Brazil, Saturday. — AP

Marta stars for five-star Brazil

RIO DE JANEIRO: Canada’s Megan Lukan, top, attacks
during the women’s rugby sevens match against Britain
at the Summer Olympics in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, yes-
terday. — AP

Bogut fights through
injury to power Australia


