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RIO DE JANEIRO: Gold medalist Hungary’s Katinka Hosszu, center, silver medalist United States’ Maya DiRado, right, and bronze medalist Spain’s Mireia Belmonte Garcia stand together after the women’s 400-meter individual
medley during the swimming competitions at the 2016 Summer Olympics, Saturday, in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil. — AP

RIO DE JANEIRO: Hungary’s Katinka Hosszu ended her
long wait for Olympic victory and Australia captured two
gold medals in an exhilarating first day of swimming
competition that saw three world records smashed in Rio
on Saturday.

Hosszu, five times a world champion but without a
medal from three previous Olympics, demolished the
world record by 2.07 seconds in the final of the women’s
400 metres individual medley. Australia’s women
retained their Olympic title by winning the 4x100m

freestyle relay in world record time, with sisters Bronte
and Cate Campbell swimming the last two stages to
overhaul the United States, despite the efforts of Katie
Ledecky on the anchor leg. Mack Horton’s victory in the
men’s 400 freestyle also meant Australia had already dou-
bled their gold medal tally from a disappointing showing
four years ago.

The day’s record spree began with Britain’s Adam
Peaty, who broke his own world mark of 57.92 in the
heats of the 100 breaststroke when he clocked 57.55.
Tipped to become the first British man to win an Olympic
gold since 1988, he then swam 57.62 in the semi-finals. 

FIRST HONOURS TO JAPAN
In the first of four evening finals, Japan’s Kosuke

Hagino won the men’s 400m individual medley, the gru-

elling discipline that combines butterfly, backstroke,
breaststroke and freestyle. Hagino, the bronze medallist
in 2012, won with a time of four minutes, 6.05 seconds to
end a U.S. stranglehold on the event dating back to 1996.

Chase Kalisz of the United States, who had been
fastest in the heats, finished second and Japan’s Daiya
Seto took the bronze. In the men’s 400 freestyle,
Australia’s Horton edged out defending champion Sun
Yang of China and Italy’s Gabriele Detti, pulling ahead in
the final quarter after shadowing Britain’s James Guy and
Conor Dwyer of the US for much of the race. Hosszu then
grabbed the spotlight with a stunning victory in the 400
individual medley.

Having suffered a nightmare Olympics in London,
where she started as a hot medal prospect but came
away empty-handed, she led from start to finish and

stormed down the final length with the crowd roaring
her on to the record.

“It’s just crazy that I’ve been able to swim two seconds
faster than anyone ever, ever did. It’s just crazy,” said the
Hungarian, who will also contest the 200 IM, 200 butter-
fly and 100 and 200 backstroke.

In the women’s relay, the Australians led off with
Emma McKeon while Brittany Elmslie swam the second
leg before Bronte Campbell overhauled the Americans
and handed over to sister Cate, who touched in three
minutes, 30.65 seconds, beating the previous world
record of 3:30.98 they set in Glasgow in 2014.

“Definitely my favourite race ever,” said Cate Campbell.
“In an Olympic final with my sister and two girls I have
known since I was 12, 13 years old - and a gold and a
world record.”  —  Reuters

Golden start for Australia on day of records

SWIMMING

RIO DE JANEIRO: China’s bid for shoot-
ing gold came up short on the opening
day of the Rio Olympics and was not
looking good yesterday’s day two after a
two-time defending gold medalist failed
to qualify.

Zhang Mengxue gladly picked up the
slack, continuing China’s dominance in
women’s 10-meter air pistol. Zhang over-
came some early jitters in the finals with
some big scores on Sunday, earning
China’s fourth air pistol gold in the past
five Games.

“I remember a coach told me once,
the only person who could destroy me
was myself,” Zhang said through an
interpreter. “So I just did my utmost to
be myself today.”

China has dominated the air rifle and
pistol shooting events at the Olympics,
earning nine gold medals since the 2000
Sydney Games.

The Chinese came up short of gold
the first day in Rio, finishing with a silver
and a pair of bronze medals. China’s bid
for gold in women’s air pistol seemed to
take a big hit when Guo Wenjun, the
two-time defending champion, strug-
gled in qualifying and finished 30th.

Zhang qualified sixth for the eight-
person elimination finals and opened
with three straight 9s with a field that
seemed to struggle with nerves early.
She steadied herself with a 10.8 on her
fifth shot and took the lead after eight
shots. Zhang stretched her lead as the
competition continued and all  but
locked up gold with a perfect 10.9 in the
penultimate round. She finished with
199.4 points in the 20-round final, put-
ting her 2.3 ahead of Russia’s Vitalina
Batsarashkina.

“Before the last shot, I knew I was in

an advantage, but I wanted to concen-
trate,” Zhang said.  “So I did my utmost
on the last shot.” All three medals went
to first-time Olympians after Anna
Korakaki captured bronze to become the
first Greek woman to earn an Olympic
medal in shooting.

“I’m really excited that I’m the first
woman through all these years to win an
Olympic medal,”  said Korakaki, who had
177.7 points through 18 rounds. — AP

LONDON:  Zlatan Ibrahimovic’s winner ensured
that Jose Mourinho’s reign at Manchester United
got off to a winning start as the FA Cup holders
beat champions Leicester City 2-1 in England’s
Community Shield season curtain-raiser at
Wembley yesterday.

Ibrahimovic leapt above Leicester captain Wes
Morgan in the 83rd minute to head Antonio
Valencia’s cross beyond Kasper Schmeichel, mark-
ing his official debut with a decisive contribution.

Jamie Vardy had earlier equalised after capitalis-
ing on a hideous lapse from Marouane Fellaini fol-
lowing Jesse Lingard’s superb solo opener in the
31st minute.

United, who confirmed in an official statement
before the match that Juventus have given mid-
fielder Paul Pogba permission to have a medical
with the club, started brightly, with Wayne Rooney

and Ibrahimovic forming a lively forward pairing.
Another new signing, Eric Bailly, made an

encouraging start, although he was regularly test-
ed by Vardy, who displayed the same tenacity and
directness that characterised his excellent perform-
ances last term.

Leicester threatened on the break, and Vardy’s
fine interplay with Shinji Okazaki resulted in the
latter sending a lofted shot just wide of David De
Gea’s goal in the 18th minute.  Okazaki was denied
by the crossbar a minute later when he met Marc
Albrighton’s corner with a powerful header as the
champions served a warning of their offensive
threat.  However, it was Lingard who opened the
scoring after the half-hour mark.

The forward, whose sublime volley settled the
FA Cup final against Crystal Palace in May, picked
the ball up inside the Leicester half and slalomed

past a quartet of attempted blocks before firing a
low shot beyond Schmeichel.  The pace and move-
ment of Leicester’s half-time substitute Ahmed
Musa unsettled United and Vardy equalised soon
after the break, latching on to a blind backpass
from Fellaini before rounding De Gea and finishing
emphatically into an empty net in the 52nd
minute.

Schmeichel was forced out of his area to snuff
out a pair of United attacks as Mourinho’s side
pushed for a winner, while Musa missed the
chance to become an instant hero at his new club
when he sent an effort onto the roof of the net.
Ultimately, it was Ibrahimovic who made the differ-
ence.  Having vowed to win a trophy in his first
match with United, he duly did so by rising to meet
Valencia’s cross and deliver the first silverwear of
the Mourinho era. — Reuters

Ibrahimovic gives Mourinho 
first trophy at Man United

LONDON: Manchester United’s Wayne Rooney holds the trophy after Manchester won the Community Shield soccer match against Leicester
City, at Wembley stadium in London, yesterday. — AP

Zhang gives China another 
women’s air pistol gold

SHOOTING

RIO DE JANEIRO: Gold medal winner
China's Zhang Mengxue celebrates on
the podium during the medal ceremony
for the women's 10m air pistol shooting
event at the Rio 2016 Olympic Games at
the Olympic Shooting Centre in Rio de
Janeiro yesterday. — AFP


