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SEATTLE: At the annual Gender Odyssey
conference this week in Seattle, parents
and healthcare providers who care for
transgender and gender-nonconforming
children are receiving a crash course on a
world often left unexplored. Gender
Odyssey began 15 years ago in Seattle as
a collection of people discussing trans-
gender and gender-nonconforming
issues, but it has since ballooned to
include programming specifically for
families and healthcare providers. This
week, more than 1,200 attendees are
expected. “I wanted us to come together
and give and take,” said Aidan Key, who
founded the conference.

The goal of the professional program-
ming is to advance medical standards
and guidelines. Meanwhile, the family
programming focuses on parents’ and
children’s experiences, and their future.

Parents “feel like they’re having to advo-
cate for their children in an arena they
never thought they’d have to navigate,”
Key told Reuters Health.

“At the very least, what I want them to
know is that their child can have a fan-
tastic future,” said Key. “I want them to be
able to leave and have a connection that
will help sustain them throughout the
year.” After not finding the right fit
among a few support groups, Evelyn
Montanez, a mother and teacher from
Redmond, Washington, came to Gender
Odyssey in 2015 at the suggestion of a
family member. This year at Gender
Odyssey, Montanez said she’ll be paying
special attention to sessions about med-
ical care and insurance as her son, who is
transgender, enters college.

“It’s an incredible safe space to talk
about our experiences and a space to

share positive things,” said Montanez.
“Last year was positively overwhelming,”
she said. “There was so much informa-
tion I was learning. All the workshops
were amazing, but what stood out to me
was the student panel - the kids. It was
really good for me as a mom to see
where the kids are at different stages.”
There are no national estimates of the
number of transgender or gender
diverse youth in the US, but The Williams
Institute at the UCLA School of Law says
about 1.4 million US adults identify as
transgender.

Communities and families 
This year,  medical  professionals

attending Gender Odyssey are offered
sessions on barriers to care for trans-
gender and gender-nonconforming
youth, talking to young children about

gender, and hormone use among gen-
der diverse youths. Medical school cur-
ricula currently devote only about five
hours to issues affecting lesbian, gay,
bisexual and transgender communities,
said Dr Aron Janssen, who is clinical
director of the gender and sexuality
service at NYU Langone Medical Center
in New York City.

“As physicians at least we have an eth-
ical responsibility to treat the patients
who come through our doors,” said
Janssen. “It’s not an excuse to say you
haven’t been trained.” Janssen said
healthcare providers, parents and chil-
dren can all benefit from conferences
like Gender Odyssey, but for those who
can’t attend, online resources are avail-
able. He usually recommends Gender
Spectrum and TransYouth Family Allies.

According to Key, one of the most

powerful and consistent benefits for
children and families is meeting other
people with similar backgrounds. “You
can immediately find kinship and find
someone who understands your experi-
ence,” he said. Montanez said her goal
this year is to exchange phone numbers
and email addresses with two families at
the conference who live outside the
Seattle area. “I think now that I’m going
to be an empty nester, I want to be more
involved with communities and fami-
lies,” she told Reuters Health. “I think it’s
important to hear they’re not alone and
they have friends going through the
same thing.” Every person develops a
gender identity, Janssen said, and that
identity doesn’t always align with what
is typically portrayed in the media and
online. “There is beauty in that diversity,”
he said. —Reuters

Families and doctors who care for trans kids get help at conference
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LONDON:  Londoners will soon be able to
get air quality reports when they check
whether their bus is about to arrive. Mayor
Sadiq Khan has ordered that 2,500 bus stop
information signs display air quality alerts
on high pollution days.

Some 140 dot-matrix message boards
on roads leading to London will also dis-
play the information, along with instruc-
tions for drivers to switch off their engines

while stuck in traffic to reduce emissions.
Electronic update signs at subway stations
will also display information on air quality.
The initiative, which begins Aug 15, is part
of Khan’s crusade to clean up the air in the
British capital. After taking office earlier this
year, the mayor commissioned a survey
showing that nearly 80 percent of those
who responded were interested in receiv-
ing pollution data. —AP

London to offer alerts 
on air quality at bus stops

LONDON: In this file photo, a new Routemaster double decker bus arrives at
Victoria bus station in London. —AP

CAIRO: Nobel prize-winning
Egyptian-American chemist Ahmed
Zewail was given a state funeral
with military honors yesterday in
Cairo attended by Egypt’s president
and top officials. Zewail, who served
as a science and technology advisor
to US President Barack Obama, died
on Tuesday in the United States
aged 70. A naturalised US citizen,
Zewail won the Nobel prize for
chemistry in 1999 for his ground-
breaking work in the study of chem-
ical reactions in extremely short
timescales. Egypt organized two
high-profile processions to bid
Zewail farewell yesterday before he
was laid to rest.

President Abdel Fattah Al-Sisi, Al-
Azhar ’s Grand Imam Ahmed Al-
Tayeb, Defense Minister Sedki Sobhi
and Egyptian-British surgeon Sir
Magdi Yacoub attended one proces-
sion at a military complex. Live
footage on state television showed
the scientist’s coffin shrouded in an
Egyptian flag and drawn by horses
on a carriage flanked by men in mili-
tary uniform. The mourners
marched inside the military complex
in eastern Cairo to funeral music
from a military band. Mourners
including Prime Minister Sherif
Ismail, Foreign Minister Sameh
Shoukry and the defense minister
then presented their condolences to
Zewail’s family.

The coffin was then transported
by ambulance to the second proces-
sion from a university he founded at
the Zewail City of Science and
Technology. Zewail was later buried
in a family plot inside an Islamic-
style tomb which his spokesman,
Sherif Fouad, said he had bought
just six months ago “as if he knew
his time was nearing its end”. Family
members, friends, fans and journal-
ists were present at the burial when
the body wrapped in a white cloth
was lowered into the tomb. Zewail
was among four Egyptians to win a
Nobel prize and the country’s first
scientist to do so.

‘Global citizen’ 
Former Egyptian president

Anwar Sadat shared the peace prize
in 1978 with the late Israeli prime

minister Menachem Begin for
reaching a historic peace deal
between their two countries.
Novelist Naguib Mahfouz won the
1988 Nobel prize for literature.
Mohamed ElBaradei, then director
general of the International Atomic
Energy Agency, received the 2005
peace prize for his efforts to pro-
mote the safe and peaceful use of
nuclear energy. Zewail’s work
showed that it is possible using a
laser technique to study in slow
motion how atoms in a molecule
move during a chemical reaction.
According to the Nobel Prize web-
site, Zewail’s work led to the birth of
the research area called femto-
chemistry, “which enables us to
understand why certain chemical
reactions take place but not others”.

His discoveries offered scientists
greater insight into chemical and
pharmacological processes with
implications across a range of disci-
plines including human health, elec-
tronics and high precision machin-
ery. In 2009 Zewail was appointed to
Obama’s Council of Advisors on
Science and Technology, and later
that year he was named the first US

science envoy to the Middle East.
Until his death Zewail-who was mar-
ried with four children-worked at
the California Institute of
Technology. Caltech president
Thomas Rosenbaum described
Zewail as a “quintessential scholar

and global citizen”. Zewail was a
member of several prestigious sci-
entific institutions, including the
National Academy of Sciences and
the US American Academy of Art
and Sciences. He was also a fellow of
London’s Royal Society. —AFP

Egypt bids farewell to 
Nobel prize-winning chemist

CAIRO: This file photo taken on September 11, 2012 shows US-
Egyptian Nobel prize-winning scientist Ahmed Zewail address-
ing members of the constitution committee at the Shura coun-
cil in Cairo. —AFP photos

CAIRO: Egyptians take pictures with their phones as the coffin of Nobel prize-winning Egyptian-
American chemist Ahmed Zewail is carried out of an ambulance at the Sixth of October ceme-
tery for the last part of his funeral procession.

CHARLESTON, South Carolina: Girl
exposed to brain-eating amoeba faces
bleak odds : An 11-year-old South Carolina
girl has irreparable brain damage after
contracting a rare, often-fatal infection
caused by an amoeba from a river where
she was swimming, according to a
Facebook page set up on her behalf.

The girl, identified by local media as
Hannah Collins of Beaufort, is believed to
have been exposed to the brain-eating
amoeba on July 24 in Charleston County’s
Edisto River, the state health department
said this week.

She is being treated at the Medical
University of South Carolina in Charleston.
A post Thursday night on the “Prayers for
Hannah Katherine” Facebook page said the

hospital had done everything it could for
the girl. “We have all been waiting and
praying for a miracle,” the post said. “We
are now waiting for her to join the angels
in heaven.”

Representatives of the Medical
University of South Carolina and the state
Department of Health and Environmental
Control would not release information on
the patient on Friday. The US Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention confirmed
this week that a South Carolina resident
had been exposed to the Naegleria fowleri
organism, which is found in warm freshwa-
ter and triggers an infection that destroys
brain tissue. The fatality rate for an infected
person is more than 97 percent, according
to the CDC. —Reuters

South Carolina girl exposed to 
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