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In these 1825 drawings
provided by the
University of
Michigan’s William L
Clements Library, a
sketches of sections of
the Erie Canal by
Episcopalian minister
John Henry Hopkins is
shown. —AP photos

In the fall of 1825, John Henry Hopkins
traveled from Buffalo to Albany on the Erie
Canal just days after the 363-mile water-

way had opened. Along the way,  the
Episcopal minister from Pennsylvania drew
scenes of what was then considered a marvel
of modern engineering. This month, the co-
founder of a Vermont history museum is trav-
eling by tugboat on the canal, stopping at
about 30 communities over the next six
weeks as he discusses the waterway’s impact
on the nation’s growth in the 19th century
and hands out prints of Hopkins’ artwork,
many of them never published and rarely
seen by the general public.

“He left us an incredible series of images of
the communities, of the canal, that fill in a
tremendous amount of information,” Cohn
said in a telephone interview from aboard the
CL Churchill, a 52-year-old wooden tugboat
owned by the Lake Champlain Maritime
Museum in Vergennes.

Starting this weekend, Cohn and his fellow
crewmembers will visit communities along the
canal as far west as Rochester, giving public
talks about the waterway and presenting
copies of Hopkins’ artwork to local museums
and historical societies. Cohn was meeting
Friday with state Canal Corp. officials to iron
out the details of his itinerary, which will be
posted on the museum and canal agency’s
websites starting early next week.

The voyage is aimed at bringing attention
to next year ’s  200th anniversar y of  the
beginning of construction of the Erie Canal,
with events planned each year through

2025, according to Canal Corp. spokesman
Shane Mahar. The waterway was officially
opened in October 1825 by Gov. DeWitt
Clinton, who traveled on the canal by boat
from Buffalo to Albany,  then on to
Manhattan. Once there, he dumped a cask
of Lake Erie water into New York Harbor to

signify the “wedding of the waters” linking
the Great Lakes to the East Coast.

Around that time the Irish-born Hopkins,
then a 32-year-old newly ordained clergyman
from Pittsburgh, began his own voyage by
canal boat from Buffalo to Albany, eventually
headed for Manhattan to attend a religious

conference. A talented artist and architectural
illustrator, he created 37 watercolor and pencil
sketches of canal scenes. They include a rendi-
tion of the Genesee River falls at Rochester
and the elevated towpath built over the
Cayuga swamp in central New York. The 1,300-
foot-long timber structure was replaced by an
aqueduct in the 1840s.

“It’s a priceless document as well as a won-
derful painting,” Cohn said. He came across the
Hopkins collection last year while doing
research at William L Clements Library at the

University of Michigan in Ann Arbor. One Erie
Canal expert said he was “blown away” when
Cohn showed him prints of the Hopkins draw-
ings, considered some of the earliest images
of the waterway before the invention of pho-
tography in the late 1830s. “We don’t have a
lot of images of the very first version of the
Erie Canal,” said Duncan Hay, historian for the
Erie Canalway National Heritage Corridor.
“Finding drawings tucked away in a manu-
script collection in another part of the country
is pretty exciting.” — AP

Erie Canal trip touts waterway’s 
history, early depictions 

In this 1825 watercolor painting provided by the University of Michigan’s William L Clements
Library, a section of the Erie Canal by Episcopalian minister John Henry Hopkins is shown.

Aderanged apartment block landlord gradu-
ates from electronic eavesdropping to
playing sick and deadly jokes in “ The

Tenants Downstairs,” a lusciously photographed
and wildly uneven cavalcade of grotesque come-
dy, torture porn and all-round depravity. Based on
the novel by popular Taiwanese author Giddens
Ko and starring Hong Kong exploitation mainstay
Simon Yam (“Dr. Lamb”) as the malevolent manip-
ulator, this procession of perversity will likely
struggle to attract general audiences but does
possess cult and remake potential. Festivals seek-
ing glossy gross-outs will get their money’s worth
here. “Tenants” commences its lease in Taiwan cin-
emas on August 12.

“Tenants” marks the directing debut of Adam
Tsuei, a former music industry bigwig whose
credits as producer include hit adaptations of Ko’s
novels “You are the Apple of My Eye” (2010) and
“Cafe. Waiting. Love” (2014). The difference
between those fluffy romantic comedies and this
social horror movie could not be more pro-
nounced. The major difference between Ko’s nov-
el and his screenplay is the introduction of a con-
ventional interrogation-and-flashback format.
Before his dreadful deeds are shown, the
unnamed and unrepentant landlord (Yam) tells a
police detective (Kai Fung) to prepare for “a story
out of your imagination.” 

Installed surveillance equipment
That’s about it for traditional narrative. What

follows is a parade of increasingly kinky
sequences that make good on the landlord’s
promise but provide little insight into his back-
ground or motives. 

With no sympathetic characters emerging any-
where else, many viewers will be hard pressed to
feel much besides shock as the freak show
unfolds. Ko’s screenplay omits the novel’s descrip-
tion of how the landlord acquired the building
and installed surveillance equipment to satisfy his
voyeuristic impulses. Here, he’s simply a grungy
middle-aged guy who shows up at a decrepit
building with a set of keys and finds it already
wired up with cameras and monitors.

In an unexplained flash, the place is fully reno-
vated and occupied by tenants specifically select-
ed for what the landlord considers to be socially
deviant qualities and strong entertainment
potential. The tenants are an interesting bunch.
Kuo Li (Lee Kang-shen) and Linghu (Bernard
SenJun) are a gay couple attempting to hide their
relationship. Divorced gym instructor Chang
(Chuang Kai-hsun) is a ball of pent-up rage.
Depressed single father Wang (Phil Yan) harbors
incestuous desire for his young daughter (Angel
Ho). Li Xing is terrific as Miss Chen, an office work-
er with a high sex drive. Boyan (Yan Sheng-yu) is a
video game-addicted student whose only other
pastime is onanism.

‘love interest’
If there’s a “love interest” here it’s Yingru (Ivy

Shao, excellent), a beautiful young woman
whose apartment is stacked with ominously
heavy suitcases, and whose bathtub contains an
unfortunate young man being subjected to the
vilest torture. After discovering Yingru’s secret
and forming a bond with her, the landlord starts
orchestrating events aimed at bringing out the
very worst in everyone and pushing them to
commit unspeakable acts.

At this point the film goes into overdrive, with
mixed results. On the amusing side, the landlord
drugs Boyan and moves his naked body all over
town, making the geeky guy believe he’s
achieved his dream of teleportation. But the tone
is overwhelmingly and oppressively sadistic as
hapless victims succumb to mental meltdowns
and indulge in atrocious behavior including rape,
murder, and amateur surgery. Yam’s full-blooded
performance shows yet again why he’s one of
Chinese-language cinema’s most dependable
portrayers of oddballs and psychos. Supporting
performances are spot-on right down the line.
Production designer Kei Itsutsuji and cinematog-
rapher Jimmy Yu have a field day with the layout
and atmosphere inside Yingru’s chamber of hor-
rors, which would be a cover story in the glossy
home decor magazine from hell. — Reuters

Film review

‘The Tenants Downstairs’
It took a half-century for DNA sleuthing to

finger Albert DeSalvo as the Boston
Strangler. Now a new movie is revisiting

one of America’s most notorious serial killer
cases and the bizarre involvement of a man
who claimed psychic powers to help police
investigate. “Stranglehold” will tell the story of
the Boston Strangler Task Force - a special
unit assembled by the Massachusetts attor-
ney general’s office to capture the man
behind nearly a dozen unsolved murders of
women between 1962 and 1964.

Director Barry L. Levy grew up hearing

about the Strangler as a child in suburban
Newton and Natick. A news article about
Peter Hurkos, the enigmatic Dutch-born psy-
chic who helped investigators search for
clues, rekindled his interest. “The Strangler
was that story that, when you were a kid,
everyone heard,” Levy told The Associated
Press. “Ever since I knew I wanted to be a
director, I knew this is what I wanted to do.”
It’s the latest in a series of film projects focus-
ing on high-profile Boston crimes. Last year’s
“Black Mass” told the story of notorious gang-
ster James “Whitey” Bulger. Mark Wahlberg’s
“Patriots Day,” about the Boston Marathon
bombings, opens Dec. 21 in Boston and
nationwide in January; and a 2017 release is
planned for “Stronger,” with Jake Gyllenhaal
playing marathon bombing victim Jeff
Bauman.

DeSalvo, a factory worker imprisoned on
unrelated charges, admitted to killing 11
women in the Boston area during that period,
but he later recanted and was never charged
with the murders. He was stabbed to death in
prison in 1973, and his role wasn’t clear until
2013, when DNA tests confirmed he killed
Mary Sullivan - the last of the victims - and
likely was responsible for the deaths of the
other victims. The Strangler’s victims, who
ranged in age from 19 to 67, were sexually

assaulted and killed - crimes that terrorized
the region and grabbed national headlines.

Casting is underway for “Stranglehold,”
which marks Levy’s directorial debut. Levy
was a screenwriter on 2008’s “Vantage Point,”
about an attempt to assassinate the U.S. pres-
ident in Spain, and 2013’s “Paranoia,” a corpo-
rate espionage thriller. Levy isn’t divulging
many details, but Hurkos - who claimed he
became psychic in 1941 after falling from a
ladder and suffering a brain injury - figures
prominently in the script. Hurkos’ contribu-

tions to the investigation were dubious at
best: At one point he was arrested for imper-
sonating a police detective and harassing a
potential witness. Levy said he hopes to film
in Boston as early as this winter to give the
movie the grit and authenticity it needs. Los
Angeles-based Broken Road Productions is
producing the film. A release date hasn’t been
set. Despite the DNA testing that closed the
case, victims’ families still wonder if DeSalvo
really committed all the murders or whether
there were copycats. — AP

New movie to explore bizarre
hunt for the Boston Strangler

Will Smith is in the Middle East
to promote the movie “Suicide
Squad”, but he says it’s also a

chance to counter an increasingly anti-
Muslim climate surrounding the US
presidential race. Smith, who plays the
sharpshooter Deadshot in the film, says
he’s having fun and sharing  pictures of
his time in Dubai, showing that “Hey, it
doesn’t look like they hate me, does it?”
He told reporters Sunday the elections
brought many issues to the surface, and
that ultimately it’s for the best.

“As painful as it is to hear Donald
Trump talk and as embarrassing as it is
as an American to hear him talk, I think
it’s good,” Smith said. “We get to know
who people are and now we get to
cleanse it out of our country.” — AP

Will Smith showing different 
side of Mideast on promo tour

Will Smith speaks at a press confer-
ence in Dubai, United Arab Emirates
yesterday. — AP

In this Feb 26, 1967 black and white file photo, the crowd jeers self-confessed Boston
Strangler Albert DeSalvo, lower left, as he is led outside the Lynn, Mass. police sta-
tion. — AP photos

In this Feb 25, 1967 black and white file
photo, self-confessed Boston Strangler
Albert DeSalvo is taken into custody
after his capture north of Boston in
Lynn, Mass. 


