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Malaysia’s dying
art: Traditional 
kite-making
in peril

MONDAY, AUGUST 8, 2016

People dance in a pool as they attend the Arenal Sound music Festival  held on Burriana beach. Arenal Sound Festival is a 5 days music festival attended by around 240,000 people on the east coast of Spain between
Valencia and Castellon. — AFP

When Team USA lines up for the open-
ing ceremony of the Rio Olympics on
Friday night, the team will don cus-

tom-fitted Polo Ralph Lauren ensembles satu-
rated with the red, white and blue of the
American flag. It was a uniform months in the
making. Each American athlete trekked to the
George R. Brown convention center in
Houston for what’s called team processing. It’s
a 12-day affair where more than 700 athletes
and staff are fitted for the Olympics.

The athletes are given their opening and
closing ceremony looks as well as a collection
of Polo clothing to wear while at the games. A
large ballroom of the convention center is
transformed into a Polo showroom where
mannequins display the closing ceremony
looks, the Polo logo is everywhere and the
Olympic rings also grace the walls as trendy
music pumps through the space. There’s a
large room where racks upon racks of clothing
sits waiting to grace one of these athletes, and
boxes of shoes piled at least seven feet high
await their owners.

There’s one side for the men and another
for the women where each athlete tries on his
or her clothing. It is there that they can consult
with one of two stylists about the looks and
where 16 tailors pull, fold and pin the clothing
to make sure everything fits per fectly.
Clothing that needs alterations is then taken
to a room where about a dozen people wait to
make the changes and have them back to the
athletes within three hours. Fencers and sisters

Kelley and Courtney Hurley had some fun
standing on a podium and working on their
modeling poses after donning the gear. The
pair was impressed with the look.

“They fit nicely. I’m super impressed,” said
Kelley, a bronze medalist in 2012. “I like them
more than the last ones. In London we had like
long skirts that were kind of awkward to wear.
With these, these are slick. I’m going to wear
these all the time. I’m actually going to wear
them in real life.” The star of the opening cere-
mony outfits is undoubtedly the expertly tai-
lored deep navy blazers with gold buttons
that feature the US Olympic team logo and a
white embroidered Polo pony.

Electroluminescent panels
The back of the jacket features “USA” in

large block letters in the same white as the
pony. The jackets will be paired with selvedge
white denim jeans that are inscribed with the
words “Faster, Higher, Stronger” on the inside
of the waistband and are also detailed with
red and blue stitching on the cuff. A classic
striped T-shirt will be worn underneath the
jacket and the look is completed with red,
white and blue boat shoes, striped cotton
bracelets and navy grosgrain belts.

When superstar swimmer Michael Phelps
takes his spot in the parade as the country’s
flag bearer, his jacket will be on another level.
To note the honor of being chosen as the flag
bearer, Ralph Lauren added some special
touch to his jacket. His jacket will feature elec-

troluminescent panels to illuminate the US
Olympic team symbol and the lettering on the
back of his jacket. “It’s an honor that is deserv-
ing of special commemoration, and this year,

we wanted to celebrate and illuminate - literal-
ly - that honor by designing this revolutionary
jacket,” said David Lauren, Ralph Lauren’s exec-
utive vice president of global advertising, mar-
keting and communications. The closing cere-

mony outfits maintain the same aesthetic as
the opening ones, but are a bit more casual.
They feature a button-down shirt in red, white
or blue featuring the pony logo, a striped T-
shirt and white chino shorts. — AP

The autistic youth who designed a
dinosaur-print pouch which the
wife of Singapore’s prime minister

took to the White House has little idea
how much of a celebrity he has become
since pictures of it went viral. Sales of the
$11 blue-and-white pouch have soared
since Ho Ching was photographed carry-
ing it during husband Prime Minister Lee
Hsien Loong’s official visit to the United
States. Ho bought the purse last week-
end at a fundraising event for the Autism
Resource Centre (ARC) in Singapore, for
which she is an advisory.

The dinosaur motif was designed by
See Toh Sheng Jie, 19, who attends the
Pathlight school for students with
autism run by the ARC. Photos of Ho
holding the pouch on the White House
lawn sparked huge demand, with
Pathlight saying its stock of 200 sold out
within a day and it was now on backo-
rder with a two-month wait. Ho, also
one of Asia’s most powerful business-

women, garnered praise on social
media for her unusual choice of acces-
sory. “So good of Mrs Lee to use it at
such a high profile occasion! Great job
ADP artist Sheng Jie!” wrote Facebook
user Su Yeo. Another user, Leong Geok
Hoon, called it a “world class fashion of
the heart” while others noted that while
Ho could have chosen any other design-
er, she went with one from a cause she
supports. “It gave such a great mileage
for the artists on our Artist
Development Program and The Art
Faculty merchandise,” Pathlight principal
Linda Kho told AFP.

See Toh’s family has also been over-
whelmed with media attention but for
the autistic teenager, the son of a taxi
driver with a love for dinosaurs and bee-
tles, it makes little difference. When AFP
visited the family’s suburban govern-
ment-built housing flat, he nonchalantly
sat at a table in the living room drawing
his favorite dinosaurs and watching tele-

vision. He has filled countless notebooks
and folders with his drawings, his par-
ents said. 

“When the school first told us that
Ms Ho Ching brought Sheng Jie’s pouch

to the White House, we thought it was a
joke,” said See Toh’s father, Jason. When
shown a picture of Ho with the bag
bearing his design, See Toh was delight-
ed, his parents added. “He is not very

communicative but when we once gave
him a dinosaur toy during a tantrum, he
calmed down. 

That’s when we knew he liked
dinosaurs,” the elder See Toh told AFP.
The youth has an encyclopedic knowl-
edge of dinosaurs and must watch every

dinosaur movie he comes across. He also
makes intricate dinosaur toys from poly-
mer clay, filling an entire display cabinet
in the family’s flat. “We’ll just let him do
what he likes because you can’t force
him to draw when he doesn’t want,”
Wendy See Toh said. — AFP

This file photo taken on August 2, 2016 shows First Lady Michelle Obama
arriving with Ho Ching, wife of Singapore’s Prime Minister Lee Hsien
Loong, for a State Arrival ceremony on the South Lawn of the White House
in Washington, DC.

Teen unaware of fame after
dino pouch graces White House

Nineteen-year-old Singaporean youth See Toh Sheng Jie works on a
dinosaur drawing at his home in Singapore.

Red, white, blue and flashy: 
USA’s Opening Ceremony gear 

In this July 25, 2016 photo, Olympic closing ceremony fashions by Polo Ralph Lauren are dis-
played at the United States Olympic Committee processing station in Houston. — AP photos

Olympic fencers Courtney Hurley, left, and
Kelly Hurley model the opening ceremony
fashions by Polo Ralph Lauren at the
United States Olympic Committee process-
ing station in Houston.


