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CAIRO: Egyptians hold signs during a protest against the latest surge of assaults on Christians. — AP 

CAIRO: Egyptian Christians staged a rare protest in down-
town Cairo yesterday to demand the government uphold
their rights, saying they are being treated as second-class cit-
izens in the Muslim-majority country. Standing on the steps
of a courthouse in the capital, some three dozen demonstra-
tors braved Egypt’s draconian protest ban to hold signs aloft,
calling for their legal rights to be upheld in disputes
between Muslims and Christians.

“I am an Egyptian citizen above all,” said Michael
Armanious, a Christian demonstrator. “We pay taxes, we
serve in the army, we are dealing with all the same econom-
ic problems in Egypt with the rest of our countrymen, why
should we have fewer rights?” he said, flanked by roadblocks
and equal numbers of police, who forced the crowd to dis-
perse after an hour. Christians make up some ten percent of
Egypt’s 91 million people. They sided overwhelmingly with
Abdel-Fattah el-Sissi when he overthrew an Islamist presi-
dent in 2013, paving his way to the presidency. But some
have recently voiced concerns that their lot has not
improved under the former general, despite his promises.

Interfaith disputes 
Interfaith disputes are common in the countryside. Most

often they arise over mixed-faith love affairs or the building

of churches. Many confrontations result in violence perpe-
trated against Christians or their property, and are resolved
by extra-judicial councils of local elders that favor the
Muslim side. The Christians demonstrating yesterday
oppose such councils and are insisting such cases be
brought to court. Last month, the leader of Egypt’s Coptic
Christian church warned of increased attacks on Christians,
saying national unity is being “defaced.” Pope Tawadros II
told Egyptian lawmakers that since 2013 there have been 37
sectarian attacks on Christians - nearly an incident a month.

The comments came after a string of attacks hit the
southern province of Minya, home to a large Christian com-
munity but also a substantial concentration of extremist
Islamic groups. In July, a Muslim mob stabbed a Christian to
death over a personal feud, while days earlier, in two sepa-
rate incidents, mobs attacked and torched houses of
Christians over a rumor that they intended to convert build-
ings into churches. In May, a Muslim mob stripped an elderly
Christian woman and paraded her on the street following a
rumor that her son had an affair with a Muslim woman.
Lawmakers say that parliament is currently drafting a new
law to criminalize actions that undermine national unity, as
well as a law that eases regulations over the construction of
churches, which are severely restricted. — AP 
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LOS ANGELES: When radio host Hugh Hewitt asked
Donald Trump this week if he really meant that President
Barack Obama had founded the Islamic State group, it was
the equivalent of offering him a do-over. Trump declined,
refusing to back down. While the GOP presidential candi-
date said yesterday he was being sarcastic, the exchange
stands as an example of a school of interviewing that some
say turns political coverage on its head and others argue
that, done right, can be valuable. “It’s journalistic malprac-
tice to lead your witness to give the desired response,” said
Mark Feldstein, a journalism professor at the University of
Maryland. “The standard in journalism is straight, objective
questions, and that’s what I teach my students.”

While Hewitt and his fellow conservative pundits on TV
are “partisans, not journalists,” he said, “does that allow
them to lead presidential candidates?” On his show
Thursday, Hewitt gave Trump a chance to clarify his
remarks about Obama and ISIS, an acronym for the terror-
ist group. “I know what you meant. You meant that he
(Obama) created the vacuum, he lost the peace,” Hewitt
said. “No, I meant he’s the founder of ISIS. I do,” Trump
replied. “But he’s not sympathetic to them. He hates them.
He’s trying to kill them,” Hewitt said, but found himself
unable to budge Trump, at the time, from his position. A
call to Hewitt seeking comment was not returned Friday.

Frank Sesno, a former CNN Washington bureau chief
who is now a professor at George Washington University,
sees the exchange differently in light of Trump’s unusual
candidacy. “So many of his answers appear to be stream-
of-consciousness responses, so slamming on the brakes as
an interviewer and saying, ‘Well, you don’t really mean that
literally’” gives him a chance to either retract or “double
down” as he did with the Islamic State claim, Sesno said.
“Did Hewitt give Trump an opportunity to walk it (his alle-
gation) back, did he put words in his mouth? Yeah, he did.
But Trump didn’t walk it back, which is why I think it’s so
remarkably newsworthy,” he said. Because of Hewitt’s con-
servatism, his comments would not be seen as an attempt
to bait Trump, Sesno said.

Troubling pattern 
Hewitt last month endorsed Trump after initially criticiz-

ing his candidacy. But the liberal watchdog group Media
Matters contends the interview is part of a troubling pat-
tern in which conservative hosts are serving as self-appoint-
ed “coaches” for Trump and his campaign. “This is different
from them espousing perspectives and opinions,” said
Angelo Carusone, the group’s executive vice president. “In a
way, this veers into much more direct advocacy, not about
policies but about individuals.” After Trump made a speech
in which he suggested Second Amendment supporters
could block Hillary Clinton from appointing a justice favor-
ing gun control, he and Fox News Channel’s Sean Hannity -
also a Trump supporter - addressed criticism that he was
suggesting violence against the Democratic candidate. “So,
obviously you are saying that there’s a strong political
movement within the Second 

Amendment and if people mobilize and vote they can
stop Hillary from having this impact on the court,” Hannity
said. “But that’s not how the media is spinning it.” “Nobody
in that room thought anything other than what you just
said,” Trump replied. Such exchanges make hosts “partici-
pants in messaging,” Carusone said. “I think in any other
context, these people would be paid consultants.” Sesno
said Hannity’s approach falls into the unacceptable “friend-
ly question” category that “tries to plant ideas in Trump’s
head and words in his mouth. The viewer or reader must
see it for what it is.”

Fox News Channel declined to make Hannity, who
doesn’t hide his unabashedly conservative views, available
for an interview. Media Matters hasn’t seen the same kind
of questioning with Clinton, Carusone said. The conserva-
tive watchdog Media Research Center said its president, L
Brent Bozell, was not immediately available to comment
on the topic. The world of interviewers has expanded
beyond traditional journalists like NBC’s Chuck Todd and
Fox’s Chris Wallace to include partisan pundits and even
actor-comedian Zach Galifianakis with his “Between Two
Ferns,” said Sesno.  — AP
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