
ANKARA: US Vice President Joe Biden is
expected to visit  Turkey later this
month, the Turkish prime minister said
yesterday, as relations between the two
countries are strained over Ankara’s
demand to extradite an exiled cleric
blamed for the July 15 coup attempt.
“The American vice president is expect-
ed... to come to Turkey, on August 24
with the American delegation,” Binali
Yildirim told a group of journalists,
according to the website of TV channel
CNN Turk.

If confirmed, the Biden visit would
mark the first time a top Western leader
has visited Turkey since the attempted
putsch by a rogue faction within the
military to oust President Recep Tayyip
Erdogan. Yildirim’s comments came
after Foreign Minister Mevlut Cavusoglu
said Friday that Turkey had received
“positive signals” from Washington

regarding its extradition demand.
Ankara wants the return of
Pennsylvania-based preacher Fethullah
Gulen,  whom it  accuses of being
responsible for orchestrating the coup
alongside his movement.

Gulen denies the accusations, and
the US has asked Turkey to provide evi-
dence which Ankara claims it has done
sending several documents. But the prime
minister appeared yesterday to rule out
any compromise on the demand for Gulen
to face trial in Turkey.  “Improving our rela-
tions with the United States depends on
the extradition of Gulen, and on that issue
there is no room for negotiation,” Yildirim
said, according to CNN Turk. Earlier reports
had said US Secretary of State John Kerry
planned to visit Turkey on August 24. But
now the prime minister said Kerry would
come in October. Washington however
has not confirmed these visits. — AFP 
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ARBIL: The nephew of the governor of
a key province where Iraqi forces are
battling the Islamic State group has
been gunned down in the country’s
nor th,  off icials said yesterday.  The
shooting in Iraqi Kurdish regional capi-
tal Arbil came just hours after Nowfal
Al-Aqoub, the governor of Nineveh,
made controversial remarks about chil-
dren being fathered by IS fighters in the
province.  The k i l l ing of Aqoub’s

nephew, who was also his personal
driver, comes as Iraqi forces prepare for
the battle to retake Mosul, the capital of
Nineveh and the last city in the country
still held by the jihadists.

Sifuk Watban Al-Sultan died of a sin-
gle gunshot to the head on Friday night
near the governor’s house in Arbil, the
governor’s secretary told AFP, asking
that he not be identified by name. A
Nineveh provincial councillor, who also

spoke on condition of anonymity, con-
firmed Sultan’s death,  saying that
Kurdish security forces had subsequent-
ly removed surveillance cameras from
the house as part of the investigation.

The motive for the killing was not
immediately clear, but it came after
Aqoub made remarks at a conference in
Baghdad earlier on Friday that were
criticized by a political rival. The gover-
nor said that IS fighters had fathered

children under temporary marriages as
part of so-called “sexual jihad”, a prac-
tice used by the jihadist group to moti-
vate its militants. Some of the women
involved-including some of those who
travelled to the Middle East to support
IS-have apparently participated volun-
tari ly,  but others may have been
coerced.

While Aqoub was apparently criticiz-
ing IS, the office of former parliament

speaker Osama al-Nujaifi issued a state-
ment accusing him of insulting the
women of Mosul. 

Iraqi forces have been conducting
operations to set the stage for the
battle to retake Mosul from IS, which
has held it since June 2014, but they
still have significant ground to cover
as well as logistical preparations to
make before a f inal assault can be
launched. — AFP 

Iraq governor’s nephew gunned down in north 

AMIRIYAH AL-FALLUJAH: As Iraqi political and
military attention shifts north in the fight
against the Islamic State group, the military vic-
tories that have put Iraqi forces on Mosul’s
doorstep have left behind shattered cities,
towns and communities in Iraq’s Sunni heart-
land. Anbar has witnessed the most successful
military phase of the ground fight against IS to
date. But rather than restore government order,
services and security, liberation at the hands of
Iraqi forces closely backed by the US-led coali-
tion has merely moved many Anbaris from one
waiting room into another.

For Ali Athab, his most painful memory of IS
rule in Fallujah was watching his daughter’s
health deteriorate. Born with a rare neurological
disorder, his daughter Zeina had been receiving

treatment at a Fallujah hospital that helped con-
trol her seizures, but once IS solidified its grip
on the city less than an hour ’s drive from
Baghdad, almost all the doctors fled. “She was
starting to get better, but now she’s stopped
speaking,” he said, explaining that the few doc-
tors who stayed behind were only allowed to
treat IS fighters.

Costs skyrocket 
First the cost of medicine skyrocketed, then

specialized medicine wasn’t available in Fallujah
at all. Athab, 34 said he prayed for liberation,
hoping once his city was retaken by Iraqi gov-
ernment forces his daughter would again be
able to see a doctor. But more than a month
after IS was pushed out of Fallujah, the city
remains a ghost town and Athab and his family
are stuck in a camp on the edge of Anbar
province. This year, Athab’s family joined the
more than 1 million other Anbaris who have

been forced from their homes since 2014.
Zeina, age 8, sits politely in a corner of the

family’s tent, occasionally fidgeting and making
sounds that don’t form words. In the small, hur-
riedly constructed camp on the outskirts of
Amiriyah Al-Fallujah, a single mobile clinic only
had antibiotics and mild painkillers on hand. In
Baghdad - just over 40 kilometers away, Zeina
could have access to the care she needs, but her
family - as Anbar residents - lack the legal
paperwork required to cross over into Baghdad
Province.

“There’s an assumption that after Daesh is
defeated you can put the nation back together
and in essence create a new nation, but that’s
not what we’re seeing in Anbar,” said a western
diplomat based in Baghdad, referring to the

Islamic State group by its Arabic acronym.
Instead, industry and agriculture have ground
to a halt, schools are closed, electrical grids are
down and many roads remain unusable. In that
vacuum, tribal politics are becoming more pow-
erful and families are adopting more conserva-
tive habits, said the diplomat, speaking on con-
dition of anonymity due to a lack of authoriza-
tion to release information to the media.

Blood feuds 
While Iraqi government security forces

administer databases of information to identify
possible IS fighters among civilians, much of the
screening process is handed over to local Anbari
officials and communities. At one of the larger
displacement camps in Amiriyah Al-Fallujah, a
crowd of women gathered around a humanitar-
ian convoy calling for help, they all had sons
who were detained while fleeing Fallujah. Two
weeks after they were taken, the women didn’t

know where they were or who was holding
them. Detainees say that tribes and powerful
families are accusing rivals of being IS sympa-
thizers to settle blood feuds, unpaid debts and
grievances that go back generations.

“Anyone who has a problem with someone
can just accuse him of being with Daesh,” said
Hussein, a middle-aged man just released from
a detention center, speaking on condition that
only his first name is used for fear of his own
security. Anbar’s residents describe feeling
increasingly alienated from the central govern-
ment, adrift in camps for the displaced or shar-
ing close quarters with extended family. The
vast majority of assistance that they are grow-
ing increasingly dependent on comes not from
the central government, but from local political,
tribal and religious leaders.

For Ahmed Fahel, 30, the fight against IS in
Hit plunged his family into poverty. Living in a
desolate camp further west in Anbar in the
desert that lies between Hit and Ramadi, Fahel
is now his extended family’s only breadwinner.
His brother was executed by IS fighters just days
before the town was retaken by Iraqi forces and
his body was dumped in the street. Fahel only
had time to quickly bury his brother in the gar-
den before they fled. “I have nothing and I also
need to provide for my sister-in-law and her
children,” he said, explaining he has since heard
his house back in Hit was completely destroyed.

Torn apart 
Nearly 1.3 million Anbaris are estimated to

have been forced from their homes since early
2014 when IS first began to grow in power in
the province, ferrying fighters and munitions
through the lawless desserts along the border
with neighboring Syria. A decade ago, when the
predecessor to IS had torn Anbar apart, a US-led
effort to stabilize the province built support
against Al-Qaeda by pouring enormous
amounts of resources into existing local tribal
leadership networks. Today, Iraq’s central gov-
ernment - due in part to budget shortfalls
sparked by the plunge in the price of oil -
doesn’t have the resources and the US-led coali-
tion doesn’t have the appetite for such an ambi-
tious undertaking.

Without similarly large amounts of money,
putting Anbar back together again will be
impossible, said Ahmed Al-Dara, a religious
sheikh from Fallujah. And beyond the issue of
resources, he said, the fight against IS in his
home province is fundamentally different from
the fight against Al-Qaeda after the overthrow of
Saddam in 2003. “This idea of reconciliation is
not possible with Iraqis who joined Daesh,” said
Al-Dara, explaining that recovering from this
insurgency would not only drive a greater
wedge between Iraq’s Sunni and Shiites, but has
also begun to fracture Iraq’s Sunni community.

“I know the people of Fallujah and Ramadi,
they will never let a single Daesh supporter
return to their cities,” he said. “This conflict has
taken Iraq’s Sunnis back 50 years.” Athab, the
Fallujah resident stuck in the tented camp on
Anbar’s edge, describes the past 13 years of
cyclical violence as exhausting. 

“This is the third time this has happened to
Fallujah,” he said referencing the two US-led
offensives against Al-Qaeda insurgents in his
home town in the mid-2000s. The battle against
IS this year was the first to force him to flee his
home and Athab vows it will be the last. “I don’t
want to live in Anbar anymore,” he said sucking
at his front teeth. “Fallujah is finished, you can
take it.” — AP 

Victories against IS leave 

Sunni heartland broken 
Shattered cities, towns left in the wake of combat 

BELGRADE: A quarter-century has elapsed
since Yugoslavia began its bloody collapse
but students and teachers say that when it
comes to recounting the conflict, history
books are brief and biased. During the war-
torn 1990s, the Yugoslav Federation broke
apart-and the nationalism and ethnic ten-
sions that drove the violence remain
imprinted in textbooks today, they say.
“The war is glossed over in a couple of
pages and you cannot really know exactly
what happened and how,” complained
Andjela Babovic, an 18-year-old who has
just finished school in Belgrade, the capital
of Serbia.

Babovic has discussed the issue with
peers in Zagreb and Sarajevo, the capitals
of Croatia and Bosnia respectively. None of
them got the “full story” of events, for each
country presented its own condensed-and
often honeyed-version of the past, she said.
“We all get half-stories,” Babovic told AFP.
Forged by Tito in the wake of World War II,
communist Yugoslavia began to crumble
after two of its six republics, Slovenia and
Croatia, proclaimed independence in 1991.
The move triggered a series of inter-ethnic
wars that claimed 130,000 lives and left
millions of people homeless.

Depending on where students live
today in the ex-federation, the narrative
they learn can be strikingly different. One
example is Operation Storm, the last major
offensive in Croatia’s independence war. It
saw Croatian forces seize back a key area
held by Serb rebels and practically ended
the conflict. But many Serb civilians, includ-
ing many elderly, were killed in the after-
math — 667, according to the Croatian
Helsinki Committee but 2,500 according to
the Serbian government. In Croatia,
teenagers are taught about Operation
Storm as a “liberation of (Serb) occupied
territory”, but Serbian textbooks describe it
as the “planned ethnic cleansing” of Serbs,
said Babovic.  Hrvoje Klasic, a history pro-
fessor at Zagreb University, said he could
not imagine a Croatian school discussion
on the operation that would mention that
more than 200,000 Serbs were forced to
flee. “Textbooks do not encourage such dis-
cussion,” he said, explaining that the educa-
tional focus was on fact-learning rather
than debate.

‘War-time ideologies’ 
Dubravka Stojanovic, a Belgrade

University history professor, said the conse-
quence of this was worrying. One-sided
curricula are shaping younger generations’

views of the wars “with positions remaining
unchanged and irreconcilable,” she said.
“Most textbooks and history lessons in all
these countries today retain all of the argu-
ments used by war-time ideologies for trig-
gering conflict.” The situation in Bosnia is
even more complicated.

The republic has remained deeply divid-
ed along the ethnic lines of the three com-
munities that were at war: Muslims, Croats
and Serbs. The splits are mirrored in their
textbooks, according to teachers and aca-
demics in the country. “Regardless of
attempts to have a shared gist (of what
happened), we still have different interpre-
tations,” said Sarajevo history teacher
Elmira Memic. Each community’s textbooks
“gloss over some important events and
emphasize those that serve to embellish
their own national histories,” wrote Vera
Katz, a senior researcher at Sarajevo
University, in a Transitional Justice paper
last year.

As debates continue over who caused
the state’s collapse, each curriculum is
quick to apportion blame elsewhere. One
Serbian textbook says the federation fell
apart because Serbia’s “right to be equal
with other Yugoslav republics was disput-
ed” by Croatia and Slovenia. But a Bosnian
book blames Serbia, saying its “aspiration
to dominate Yugoslavia” led to the final
split, and in Slovenia students learn that
the disputes were “mostly provoked by
Serbs”.

‘Emptiness in knowledge’ 
In Kosovo, the textbook for 15-year-olds

“very simply and without any analysis of
causes explains that the former Yugoslavia
fell apart and that several states emerged
out of it,” said Merita Osmani, a primary
school history teacher in Pristina.
“Emptiness in the textbook causes empti-
ness in students’ knowledge about this
period,” Osmani said, adding that her pupils
“learn more about Asia” than this crucial
episode of their own history. 

Asked who caused the collapse of the
federation and why, Babovic in Belgrade
drew her own conclusion that European
countries, NATO and the United States were
to blame. That analysis is rejected by the
West, which in its view strived mightily to
maintain a balance between upholding
human rights and self-determination. “They
saw that Yugoslavia could become a great
power and a threat in this part of the
world,” said Babovic. “Therefore they start-
ed the war.” — AFP 

ADEN: Iran-backed rebels convened Yemen’s
parliament yesterday in defiance of the interna-
tionally recognized government, prompting
condemnation from President Abedrabbo
Mansour Hadi. The session in rebel-held Sanaa
was the first time parliament has convened in
almost two years, and comes after the Houthis
rejected a UN peace plan and appointed a coun-
cil to run the country. Parliamentary sources said
that 91 lawmakers in the 301-member national
assembly attended the session. All voted in favor
of the council which was created last week.

The Houthi rebels overran Sanaa in
September 2014 and then fought their way into
other parts of Yemen, forcing Hadi and his gov-
ernment to seek exile in Saudi Arabia. A Saudi-
led coalition has been fighting the Houthis and
their allies-supporters of ousted president Ali
Abdullah Saleh-since March last year to shore up
the Hadi government.

Since Sanaa’s capture, many parliamentarians
have also fled the capital, seeking refuge in oth-
er towns or overseas. Yesterday political and
security sources in Sanaa told AFP that some
lawmakers were forced to attend following
threats from the rebels, without elaborating.
Hadi denounced the parliamentary session as a
“violation” of the constitution and a “crime pun-
ishable by law”, in remarks carried by the official
sabanew.net website. “Whatever takes place at
this meeting has no legal effects and cannot be
implemented,” he said.

According to the constitution, more than 150
lawmakers must be present for voting to take

place. Armed rebels were inside parliament for
yesterday’s session, which was held as Saudi-led
coalition warplanes pounded military targets
around the capital, parliamentary sources said.
UN envoy Ismail Ould Cheikh Ahmed has
described the rebel governing council as a viola-

tion of commitments to the peace process. Last
week, he suspended UN-brokered talks between
rebels and the government. The UN says that
more than 6,400 people, mostly civilians, have
been killed in Yemen since the coalition air cam-
paign began in March last year. — AFP 

In this photo taken on Saturday, June 25, 2016, Internally displaced civilians, who fled their
homes during fighting between Iraqi security forces and Islamic State group, to a camp at
Amariyah Fallujah, Iraq. — AP

Yemen rebels convene parliament in defiance 

SANAA: Members of Yemen’s parliament attend a parliament session in the rebel-held capi-
tal. — AFP 

Turkey says Biden

visit on August 24

History textbooks missing 

one side of Yugoslav story

BELGRADE: Andjela Babovic, a High school graduate from Serbia, displays pages
from her  histor y tex t  book showing pages concerning the col lapse of
Yugoslavia. —AFP 


