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DES MONIES: Democratic presidential candidate Hillary Clinton speaks at a
rally at Abraham Lincoln High School. —AP

ALTOONA: The Republican Party
could be nearing a breaking point
with Donald Trump. As he skips
from one gaffe to the next, GOP
leaders in Washington and in the
most competitive states have
begun openly contemplating turn-
ing their backs on their party’s pres-
idential nominee to prevent what
they fear will  be wide-scale
Republican losses on Election Day.
Back in 1996, the party also largely
gave up on nominee Bob Dole
once it became clear he had little
chance of winning, so it’s not with-
out precedent. Nevertheless, it’s
jolting prospect now, with roughly
three months still left before the
Nov. 8 vote and weeks before the
three presidential debates.

Republicans who have devoted
their professional lives to electing
GOP candidates say they believe
the White House already may be
lost. They ’re exasperated by
Trump’s divisive politics and his
insistence on running a general
election campaign that mirrors his
approach to the primaries. “Based
on his campaign record, there’s no
chance he’s going to win,” said Sara
Fagen, the political director for for-
mer President George W Bush. “He’s
losing groups of people he can’t
get back.”

Right direction? 
Trump’s campaign says things

are moving in the right direction, a
position that itself feeds the discon-
tent among his GOP detractors. The
billionaire businessman’s loyalists
say enough time remains to change
the dynamic against Democrat
Hillary Clinton who, like Trump, is
deeply unpopular with voters. And
his backers are blaming the media
for the perception that all is not
well. “Frankly, a lot of stuff over the
last week ... it’s him being distorted,”
said Trump’s campaign chairman,
Paul Manafort. “For the last week or
so, he’s been very focused and very
much on his game.”

Trump did show some modest
improvement as a candidate in the
past week. He has stopped criticiz-
ing a Muslim family of a fallen US
soldier. Gone are the fights with
some of his party’s most respected
members of Congress. But also in
the past seven days, Trump has
questioned the advice of senior

aides, threatened to stop raising
money for the party, dismissed the
usefulness of get-out-the-vote
efforts and defended his decision
not to run any television ads even
as his opponents fill the airwaves
with spots backing Clinton in sever-
al contested states. It all largely
overshadowed the content of 44
previously-unreleased email
exchanges Clinton had while at the
State Department. They became
public on Tuesday and showed her

interacting with lobbyists, political
and Clinton Foundation donors and
business interests while serving as
secretary of state.

Stop helping 
To some Republicans, it ’s

enough for the party to give up on
their nominee. More than 100 GOP
officials, including at least six for-
mer members of Congress and
more than 20 former staffers at the
Republican National Committee,
have signed a letter asking the par-
ty chairman, Reince Priebus, to stop

helping Trump’s campaign. “They’re
going to do it sooner or later. They
might as well do it sooner to have
more impact,” said former
Minnesota Rep Vin Weber, among
those who signed.

Senior Republicans in
Washington and in some of the
most contested states have dis-
cussed a scenario in which the par-
ty scales back its presidential focus
in states that don’t feature top
races for Senate. They could aban-

don a state such as Virginia, for
example, and focus more on a state
such as Indiana, where Democrat
Evan Bayh is trying to make a
Senate comeback. That’s according
to several Republican officials in
Washington and states that would
be affected, including Ohio,
Pennsylvania and New Hampshire.
They spoke to The Associated Press
on the condition of anonymity to
outline private discussions.

There is no evidence that a for-
mal plan to break with Trump exists
at either the state party or RNC lev-

el, but Priebus has informally dis-
cussed the possibility with party
leaders in battleground states in
recent days, three of the officials
said. Should that occur, it’s not like-
ly to happen until after Labor Day,
as the party is still relying on Trump
to help raise money to fund its
expansive political operation. But
the amount of money needed
decreases as each day passes, giv-
ing the RNC greater financial free-
dom to potentially change course

as the election nears.
The dissension in the

Republican ranks hasn’t affected
Trump’s ability to draw supporters
to his rallies. Lisa Thompson, a fire-
fighter from St Cloud, Florida, is
among the many who continue to
stand in long lines for hours to see
Trump at his events. She said those
balking at his missteps were being
“too sensitive” - a luxury the nation
can’t afford with growing security
threats. She urged Trump to stick
with his playbook. “Why be fake?”
she asked. —AP

WASHINGTON: Hillary and Bill Clinton earned
$10.6 million last year, according to a tax filing
released by her campaign that sought to pressure
presidential rival Donald Trump to disclose his tax
returns. The filing shows that the Clintons paid a
federal tax rate of 34.2 percent in 2015. The bulk
of their income - more than $6 million - came
from speaking fees for appearances made largely
before Hillary Clinton launched her campaign in
April 2015. They gave more than $1,042,000 to
charity, with $1 million going to the Clinton fami-
ly foundation. That is the financial vehicle the
family uses to give money to museums, schools,
churches and other charitable causes. It is not the
same organization as the better-known Clinton
Foundation.

The Clintons’ income puts them well within
the ranks of the top 0.1 percent of Americans,
though they pay a higher tax rate than many of
their elite peers, according to an analysis by the
nonpartisan Tax Foundation, based on 2013 data.
The release on Friday is part of an effort to under-
cut Trump’s character by questioning the celebri-
ty businessman’s record. Trump has refused to
make his filings public, saying they’re under audit
by the Internal Revenue Service and he’ll release
them only once that review is complete. 

All major US presidential candidates in mod-
ern history have released their returns. Trump
steered clear of mentioning his personal taxes
Friday. A spokesman pointed to Clinton’s move to
delete tens of thousands of personal emails from
her private account as secretary of state and
questions about whether she used her govern-
ment post to benefit the Clinton Foundation.
“Hillary Clinton has turned over the only records
nobody wants to see from her - the American
public wants to see the 33,000 emails she deleted
to obstruct an FBI investigation,” said Trump
spokesman Jason Miller.

Seeking common ground 
The Clintons have disclosed tax returns for

every year since 1977, in part due to laws requiring
public officials release returns. She put out her most
recent eight years of tax filings last summer and
several years during her first presidential bid.
Seeking common ground with blue-collar workers
who have been attracted to Trump, Clinton fre-
quently mentions his returns as a way of underscor-
ing how his economic plans would benefit his per-
sonal interests and questioning whether he’s as
wealthy as he claims. Democrats believe Trump’s
returns could be a trove of politically damaging
information. 

They want to see his tax rate, charitable giving,
and business dealings with foreign governments.
“Here’s a pretty incredible fact: There is a non-zero
chance that Donald Trump isn’t paying
(asterisk)any(asterisk) taxes,” Clinton tweeted, after
releasing her own returns. Protesters at Trump
afternoon rally in Erie, Pennsylvania, held up signs
reading “Tax Forms” before being escorted out by
security.

Clinton’s strategy borrows from President
Barack Obama’s winning playbook against Mitt
Romney in 2012. Obama repeatedly used
Romney’s business dealings against him and seized
upon his reluctance to release certain tax records.
Clinton’s campaign also released 10 years of returns
from running mate Tim Kaine and his wife, Anne
Holton. Over the last decade, the couple has donat-
ed 7.5 percent of their income to charity, the cam-
paign said, and paid an effective tax rate of 25.6
percent last year. Kaine, the Virginia senator who’s
spent much of his life in public service, reported a
far lower income than the Clintons. Over the past
decade, he and his wife earned the most in 2014,
more than $314,000 in adjusted gross income. The
Clintons made about 90 times more, reporting
nearly $28 million for the same year. —AP
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ERIE: Republican presidential candidate Donald Trump speaks during a campaign rally. —AP
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NEW ORLEANS: More rain expected
to swamp already soggy ground
across Louisiana and other parts of
the Gulf Coast where at least two
people died and dozens had to be
rescued from waist-high water sur-
rounding their homes. Louisiana
Gov John Bel Edwards declared a
state of emergency as rescue work-
ers in the southeastern part of the
state braced for more precipitation.

Edwards spokesman Richard
Carbo said the governor returned to
Louisiana on Friday because of the

flooding. Edwards had been in
Colorado for a policy meeting of the
Democratic Governors Association
but left early because of the storm.
Edwards has scheduled a news con-
ference for 10 am yesterday to dis-
cuss the flooding situation, which
also affected the Louisiana
Governor’s Mansion, which has a
flooded basement. WAFB-TV reports
the governor’s family has been relo-
cated until the situation is resolved.

A spokeswoman for the East
Baton Rouge Parish Sheriff’s Office
said one man died Friday after slip-
ping into a flooded ditch near the
city of Zachary. Casey Rayborn Hicks
identified the victim as 68-year-old
William Mayfield. His body was
found about noon Friday. Dr William

“Beau” Clark, the parish coroner,
ruled the death “an accidental
drowning.” A second victim was
found in St Helena Parish, where
crews pulled a body from a sub-
merged pickup on Louisiana
Highway 10. State Fire Marshal H
“Butch” Browning confirmed they
found a man in his 50s inside a
marooned Chevrolet pickup truck
about 7 p.m. Friday. The body was
turned over to the parish coroner’s
office. His name has not been
released, but Browning said he’s

believed to be from the area.

Widespread flooding 
Meanwhile, crews are continuing

to search for possibly another
washed away vehicle after residents
reported a missing person.
Browning said the area is sparsely
populated and authorities only
came across the truck after earlier
successfully rescuing the driver of
an 18-wheeler whose rig was
pushed off the roadway. Numerous
rivers in southeast Louisiana and
southern Mississippi were overflow-
ing their banks and threatening
widespread flooding after extreme
rainfall that began late Thursday,
the National Weather Service
reported.

Meteorologist Mike Shields, with
the service’s Slidell, Louisiana office,
said a flash-flood watch remained in
effect through Sunday. “Potentially,
additional heavy rain from 4 to 8
inches can be expected west of
Interstate 55 and lesser amounts
east of there as the system contin-
ues moving further west,” he said. In
a 24-hour period, Baton Rouge
reported as much as 11.34 inches of
rain fell compared with 2.34 inches
at New Orleans’ international airport
in Kenner. Shields said one of their
weather observers reported 17.09
inches fell in Livingston. The Comite
River near Baton Rouge and Amite
River near Denham Springs, both in
Louisiana, were predicted to set
record crests over the weekend.
Forecaster Alek Krautmann said
both rivers could flood many hous-
es in suburban areas near Baton
Rouge. The Tickfaw River, just south
of the Mississippi state line in
Liverpool, Louisiana, was already at
the highest level ever recorded at 9
a.m. Friday.

Mike Steele, a spokesman for the
Louisiana Governor ’s Office of
Homeland Security and Emergency
Preparedness, said requests were
coming in for high-water vehicles,
boats and sandbags. Tangipahoa
Parish alone requested tens of thou-
sands of sandbags. In southwest
Mississippi, rescues occurred in
Amite and Wilkinson counties. Leroy
Hansford, his wife and stepson were
among those rescued near Gloster.
Hansford, 62, said waters from
Beaver Creek, which is normally
more than 400 feet away from his
house, rose quickly overnight. He
said another stepson who lives
nearby alerted him. “We woke up
and the water kept on coming,”
Hansford said. “It came up to my
waist.” His wife told Hansford that
it’s the highest she’s seen the creek
in the 48 years she’s lived there. 

In Crosby, Mississippi, more than
50 people flooded out of a neigh-
borhood will be housed at a shelter
in Natchez. Wilkinson County
Chancery Clerk Thomas Tolliver said
an apartment complex and sur-
rounding houses in the town were
flooded after 10 inches of rain fell.
Authorities said they expect to shel-
ter displaced Crosby residents at
least until Monday. —AP

More rain expected for 

Louisiana, Mississippi

BATON ROUGE: Residents wade through floodwaters from heavy
rains in the Chateau Wein Apartments. —AP


