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DHAKA: Bangladeshi police have formally arrested
a British national allegedly involved in the deadly
Islamist attack on a Dhaka cafe that killed 22 people
last month, officials said yesterday. Hasnat Karim, a
47-year-old Briton, had initially been detained along
with Tahmid Khan, 22, a University of Toronto stu-
dent, as a suspect in the attack, which was claimed
by the Islamic State group. A court yesterday
ordered Karim to be remanded in custody for eight
more days after police said he was the “first person”
to be formally arrested over the attack.

Karim and Khan were both inside the Holey
Artisan Bakery when gunmen raided the cafe on the
night of July 1, taking a group of mainly Western
diners hostage and then killing 20 of them, along
with two policemen. Police had sought to hold
Karim for 10 more days, saying the father of two
should be questioned further as he was now the
“first person to have been arrested in the case”. “We
have found some information regarding his involve-
ment in that incident,” Dhaka Metropolitan Police
spokesman Masudur Rahman told AFP. 

Karim and Khan were last week arrested under a
law which allows the police to detain someone on
suspicion of any crime but they were not directly
linked to the attack. Karim’s lawyer maintained he
was innocent. “We’ve said that he was a victim of cir-
cumstances. He was used as a body shield and
forced to walk with the attackers at gunpoint,”
Golam Mostafa told AFP. Khan was remanded into

police custody for six days, police said.
Neither Karim and Khan have been seen in pub-

lic since the end of the siege when commandos
stormed the cafe in the capital’s upmarket Gulshan
neighbourhood on the morning of July 2. The men’s
families have said they were being held by security
forces even though there was no evidence to link
them to the attackers. Karim’s father Rezaul Karim
last week told AFP that his son had helped save lives
during the siege. “My son was a hero. He saved the
life of at least eight people during the siege. I know
him. He is innocent.” Relatives say Karim, his wife
and two children were at the cafe to celebrate the
13th birthday of their daughter.

Reports in local media said both men were being
investigated for suspicious activity during the siege.
They said Khan was seen holding a firearm and
Hasnat Karim strolling with the attackers on the
roof. Karim was a lecturer at the North-South
University in Dhaka, where two of the five attackers
who were gunned down at the end of the siege had
studied. Khan, who is a Bangladeshi citizen, was
back in his homeland while on leave from the uni-
versity. Police earlier this week named a Canadian
citizen, Tamim Chowdhury, as the attack’s master-
mind, offering a reward of up to $25,000 for infor-
mation leading to his arrest. The siege was by far the
deadliest in a string of attacks claimed by Islamist
groups which have blighted Bangladesh over the
last three years. —AFP 

My dear Countrymen!
Today we are celebrat ing our
Independence Day with a new zeal
and vigor. I am confident that our
determination will pave the way for
political, economic and social stabili-
ty in the coming days. Our country
has been confronted with many
challenges since the last few years
but the nation has boldly faced them
through its unshakeable resolve.

The Government of Pakistan res-
olutely decided to take action in
order to cleanse various regions and
cities of terrorism, extremism and
lawlessness under which the Armed
Forces and other law enforcement
agencies are playing effective role as
a result  of  which peace is  being
restored in the country. 

The government has also adopted
sound policies to improve the econ-
omy which has created better busi-
ness  environment leading to
increased opportunities for domestic

and international investment.  It is
sat isfy ing to note that  foreign
investors are increasingly turning to
Pakistan for investment. These devel-
opments augur well for our econom-
ic future which testifies that new
possibilities and opportunities are
unfolding for Pakistan.

I am happy to note that the con-
sensus on democracy is producing
positive results.  We need to initiate
the process of correction individual-
ly, then from homes and communi-
t ies to derive more benefits  and
ensure that the democratic values
take roots at the state, governmental
and administrative levels to pave the
way for real and meaningful change.
Let us unite to secure a better and
brighter future for our coming gen-
erations by following in the foot-
steps of our i l lustrious founding
fathers.

Happy Independence Day
Pakistan Paindabad

Briton arrested over Bangladesh cafe carnage

My Dear Countrymen!
This year, the day of 14th August,
besides the traditional pleasure,
also carries deep feelings of grief.
The pain of Quetta’s martyrs is still
fresh. Today, we are also remem-
bering those martyrs,  who sacri-
f i ce d  t h e i r  l i ve s  to  p ro te c t  t h i s
independence. This day is dawning
w i t h  t h e    d e te r m i n a t i o n  o f
Pakistani nation that Pakistan, with
the grace of Allah Almighty, will
remain forever. The spirit of 1965 is
s t i l l  a l i ve  w i t h  f u l l  v i g o r,  w h e n
Pa k i s t a n i  a r m e d  fo rce s  a n d  t h e
people together confronted the
enemy. This Independence is also
memorable due to the fac t  that
nowadays the spirit of independ-
ence in Occupied Kashmir is on its
p e a k .  Th e  n e w  g e n e r a t i o n  o f
K ashmir is  has  ra ised the f lag of
freedom with a new vigor. I dedi-
cate this year’s 14th August to the
freedom of Kashmir. I dedicate it to
t h o s e  p e o p l e  o f  K a s h m i r,  w h o
bravely faced the state oppression
but kept the spirit of freedom alive.

The protection of independence
is  even harder  than i ts  achieve -
ment.  Without the leadership of
Q u a i d - e -A z a m ,  t h e  c re a t i o n  o f
Pa k i s t a n  w a s  i m p o s s i b l e .  I f  o u r
armed forces, security institutions,

pol ice  and people  did not  have
shed their  blood, its  (Pakistan’s)
survival and security was impossi-
ble. In the month of August, when
we remember the Quaid, leaders
and workers of Pakistan movement,
our  hear ts  are a lso enl ightened
with the memory of those martyrs,
who have become immortal by sac-
rificing their lives for the country.

Today, we are remembering our
all those martyrs. They belong to
every segment of the state. They
are in every political party. They are
in ever y f ield of l i fe.  They are in
every sect. They are in every reli-
gion. They are all Pakistanis. They
are individuals of one nation. We
are  paying t r ibutes  to  a l l  these
martyrs. We are presenting salute
to their souls. All of them are pro-
nouncing that the nation is united
against terrorists.

To d ay  we  h ave  to  s o l e m n l y
affirm that, till we are alive, we will
sacrifice our interests for the stabil-
i t y,  s e c u r i t y  a n d  s u r v i v a l  o f
Pakistan. We will take forward this
tradition of martyrs that after us,
the world gives the same evidence
in our favor, which we are giving
today for our martyrs.  May Allah
bless you.

Pakistan Paindabad!

ISLAMABAD: The ex-husband and
father of a British woman suspected to
be the victim of an “honor” killing
appeared in a Pakistani court yester-
day after being arrested by police.
Samia Shahid died last month during a
visit to her family village in Punjab
province with her second husband,
Mukhtar Kazam, claiming she was
murdered for bringing “dishonor” on
her family.  “Shahid’s ex-husband,
Muhammad Shakeel, who was on pre-
arrest bail, was arrested along with
Shahid’s father, Muhammad Shahid,
after a local court did not extend
Shakeel’s bail,” Aqeel Abbas, a local
police official, told AFP.

Abbas said both men would remain
in custody for four days in Jhelum, 126
kilometers east of the capital
Islamabad. Police have not charged the
men. Kazam and Shahid, a dual British-

Pakistani citizen, had been married for
two years and were living in Dubai,
police told AFP. Kazam, who is
Pakistani, said his wife had angered her
parents by converting to Shia Islam, his
sect, before their wedding. Earlier this
month at an emotional news confer-
ence he had presented a copy of the
post-mortem report into his wife’s
death that said the 28-year-old had
marks on her neck, suggesting she had
been strangled.

Shahid’s father has denied the
charges and said he did not want an
investigation, claiming his daughter
died of natural causes. The victims of
“honor” killings are overwhelmingly
women, with hundreds killed each
year.  They have long polarized
Pakistan, with progressives calling for
tough legislation against them and
conservatives resisting. — AFP 

DHAKA: British national Hasnat Karim (C) leaves after his court appearance in the Bangladesh
capital. —AFP  

SRINAGAR: Authorities in Indian-controlled Kashmir yes-
terday extended a strict curfew to most parts of the restive
region as separatist leaders called for weekend protests
against Indian rule. Government troops in armored vehi-
cles patrolled the streets to thwart any attempt by protest-
ers in Srinagar to march to the city’s commercial center.

Despite the stringent curfew, protests erupted at about
eight places in the city yesterday. At two places, police and
paramilitary soldiers fired tear gas and shotgun pellets to
stop rock-throwing protesters. At least 10 people, includ-
ing six policemen, were injured in clashes across the
region, said a police officer speaking on condition of
anonymity as he was not authorized to speak to the media.
Separatist leaders, who challenge India’s sovereignty over
Kashmir, urged Kashmiris to march to a historic square over
the weekend to demand a referendum to decide the future
of the region.

Shops, businesses and schools were shut for the 36th
straight day and authorities blocked most cellphone serv-
ices and internet in an attempt to prevent demonstrators
from mobilizing. Kashmir has been under a security lock-
down and curfew since the killing of a popular rebel com-
mander on July 8 sparked some of the largest protests
against Indian rule in recent years. At least 56 civilians and
two policemen have been killed and more than 1,400 pro-
testers have been arrested.

Kashmir is divided between archrivals India and
Pakistan, but claimed by both in its entirety. India accuses
Pakistan of arming and training Kashmiri rebels who have
been fighting for independence or for a merger with
Pakistan since 1989. Pakistan denies the charge, saying it
only provides moral and political support. More than
68,000 people have been killed since rebel groups began
fighting Indian forces in 1989 and in a subsequent Indian
military crackdown. — AP 

Kashmir’s anti-India protests 
persist despite strict curfew  

Separatist leaders call for weekend protests 

SRINAGAR: An elderly Kashmiri man walks as an Indian police armored vehicle
blocks a road towards Lal Chowk in Srinagar yesterday. — AFP 

Independence Day message from 
Prime Minister of Pakistan 

Message from HE Mamnoon Hussain
President Islamic Republic of Pakistan

KARACHI: Pakistani artists give final touches to a painting with the image of
Pakistan’s founder Mohammad Ali Jinnah ahead of Independence Day celebra-
tions. — AFP  

ISLAMABAD: Six crew members of a Pakistani government
helicopter which crash-landed in Afghanistan’s volatile east
have been released, an official said yesterday, after they
were taken hostage by the Afghan Taleban. The crew “was
released in an inter-tribe exchange on the Pakistan-Afghan
border (and) arrived in Islamabad today,” foreign ministry
spokesman Nafees Zakaria said in a statement. He neither
specified who had been holding the crew hostage nor
what kind of exchange had secured their release.

All six  — five Pakistanis and a Russian navigator-are
“safe and in good health,” he said, adding that the helicop-
ter belonged to the Punjab provincial government. A sen-
ior Pakistani official, speaking on condition of anonymity,
confirmed the crew’s safe return. After the August 4 crash,
local authorities in Afghanistan said the six-person crew
had been taken hostage by the Afghan Taleban. Militants
set the MI-17 transport helicopter on fire and took the crew
to a Taleban-controlled area after it made an emergency
landing in Logar province. The crew included retired
Pakistani military officers and a Russian navigator,
Pakistan’s Dawn newspaper reported at the time.

Tight lipped 
Pakistan had sought permission to fly a helicopter-

being sent to Russia for overhauling-over Afghan air space.
Russia’s foreign ministry said the navigator would be hand-
ed over to Moscow’s embassy in Islamabad, which would
organize his return home. Pakistani army chief General
Raheel Sharif said he had spoken to the Afghan president
after the crash in a bid to secure the crew’s release.
“President Ashraf Ghani assured all possible assistance in
this regard,” he posted on Twitter. Kabul has long accused
Pakistan of supporting the Taleban and continuing to nur-
ture sanctuaries on its soil in the hope of maintaining influ-
ence in Afghanistan.

Analysts said it was not clear how the Pakistan govern-
ment had secured the crew’s safe release. “Our government
is tight lipped while the army also did not say anything
about the role of the Afghan government,” security analyst
Hasan Askari told AFP. The Afghan Taleban have not com-
mented on the conditions of the release. “One thing is
however, very clear-that the Afghan Taleban certainly do
not want to deteriorate their ties with Pakistan,” Askari said,
referring to Islamabad’s backing of the Taleban regime dur-
ing its time in power in Afghanistan. He questioned why
the helicopter was being sent to Russia for repairs through
Afghan airspace, describing it as a “mysterious exercise”.

Pakistan’s army uses Russian-made MI-17 helicopters,
several of which have crashed in recent years. In February,
an army officer was killed when a military helicopter
crashed in northern Pakistan on a routine night training
mission. Last August, 12 people were killed when a heli-
copter belonging to the army crashed in northwest
Pakistan. And seven people-including two foreign ambas-
sadors-died in May last year when an MI-17 army helicop-
ter crashed at a holiday resort in the hills of Gilgit.— AFP 

Pakistan chopper crew 
home after Afghan 

hostage drama
Pakistan arrests ex-husband, 

father of slain British woman

PHNOM PENH: A “jungle woman” who
was discovered scavenging naked by a
farmer in Cambodia nine years ago, was
reunited with her father in Vietnam yes-
terday, her adoptive family said.  In 2007
the farmer found the woman caked in
dirt, hunched over like a monkey and
looking on the ground for pieces of dried
rice.  She was taken in by a Cambodian
family who identified her as Rochom
P’ngieng, a girl who went missing in
1989 while herding water buffalo in a
nor theastern province that borders
Vietnam and is  home to some of
Cambodia’s wildest jungle.

It was believed she had spent some
18 years living in the jungle.  But nearly
a  decade later,  a  70-year- old
Vietnamese man named Peo claimed to
be her real father, saying his daughter
went missing in 2006 — just a year
before she was found-and has a history

of mental health issues.  In a letter giv-
en to her Cambodian adopted family
last month, Peo said he recognised his
daughter,  named Tak ,  af ter  seeing
recent photos on Facebook.  Rochom
Khamphy, a member of her adoptive
Cambodian family, told AFP she was
returned to the Vietnamese man yester-
day morning after authorities approved
his paternity claim. 

“We gave her back to his Vietnamese
father. Both my family and Vietnamese
relatives cried while watching their
reunion,” he said, adding that the family
believed Peo to be her biological father.
“ We are going to miss her,” Rochom
Khamphy told AFP, adding that the
woman left his family with no belong-
ings, only “the clothes she was wearing”. 

The Vietnamese father has agreed to
pay the adoptive family $1,500 for taking
care of his daughter. — AFP 

Cambodia’s ‘jungle woman’ 
returns to Vietnamese dad


